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The heart of the wiſe is in the houſe 
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TO T HE 
RIGHT HONOR ABLE 


Taomas LORD Grer of 
Grobey;with the Honorable 


Sir James Harrington Bar- 
roner, and Colonell Thomas 
ait;Blquire, Members of 
: . this preſent Parliament. 

- D.S. wiſheth divine direQtion - 


 Inthis life, with happineſſe to 
_ eternitie for the life to come. þ 


> 401 affaires _ too 
D4 light a Ballaſt for 
; Wc | the layles of .ho-+ 


hw ;miploy theufolves! in ſuch 
aQtions ſceme like Hercules ma- 
nageing a Pig mies reed, of 


| monks Eagle hunting aker 
A. 2 © Gnats 
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Goats and flies, God by your 


THE EPISTLE 


Countrey hath caſt Honor up- 
on you, andas your dignity 1s 
great,being placed amongſt the 
Senators,ſ{o your imployment is 
of a high concernment, viz.the 
{atety of our Religion, Lawes, 
and Liberties ; your taske is 
great, I hope you will not ſuf. 
ter meaner matters to take up 
your time and thoughts : your 
abilitiesare finite, implorethere. 
tore Heavens aſliſtance,for they 
who undertake ſuch bufineſle 
in their owne ſtrength, will but 
ſhame the work,and ſplit them- 
{clyes upon the rocks. As many 
eyes are upon your Honours, 
and prophaneneſs and faQion, 
ke vulpinecreatures,infeſt both 
our Church and State, ſo thou: 
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DEDICATORY. _ 


finds in Englend cry for the 


flames of your Honours zeale, 
which I perſwade my ſelte will 
burne to the waſting of impic- 
tie,the conſumption of Hereſie, 
and the ſpeedie redreſie ot grie- 
vances in this our Nation. Par- 
don I beſeech you my boldnes, 
I am not 1gnorantthat your Ho- 
nors know what you are to doe, 
I doe not goe about to light a 
Taper to the Sunne, to teach a 
Dolphine to ſwimme, or with 
Phormio to read a military Le- 
Gure to Hanniball,who was the 
greateſt Warrier of his time, I 
onely endeavour to adde ftewell 


© tothe fire of your Honours ter- 


- vor,and as Gods remembrancer, 
2 to excite you,that your exem- 


- 
2 
5 
% 


plary ardor may provoke others 
A 3 to 


THE EPISTLE 


, SE RSIVY 


to act lor the Good of Z70n. In 
this Expoſition of the Prophets 
'Threnes I preſent your Honors 
with a ſad lubjze@, I wiſh from 
my ſoule Fes England , finfall 
Ergland, the land of our nativi- 
tie, May Never become {uch an 
obje@ i 1n our eyes. I doubt not 
but your wile Counſels, for the 
ſteering of our ſhip, the ſetling 
of Religion, and the ſuppreflion 
of vice, may yet be preventive, 
of our feared forrowes. But not 
to ſtay your Honors any longer 
at the Gate I hope you will en- 
rer with mee into the heuſe, 

though a houſe of mourning, 
not 2 houſe of mirth ; I ſhould 
not dare to preſſe your coming 
"n, but that T am ſure you have 


'carned to Fo, myathize with the 
Church 
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DEDICATORY. 

| Church in ſorrowes, tor here 
your companions will be wee- 

1 pers, your wine teares,and your 

! beſt muficke Z7:ons complaints 

> unto her God. 

Thus craving your ACCCP= 
cance of this poore mite, this 
meane, yet faithfull teſtimonie 
| of my thankfull heart for recei- 

- ved favours, Th humbly take my 
| leave, And reſt 


hy 


Tour Honors 77 the 


þ ſervice of Chriſt, 


DaAN1EL Swier. 
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HIS MUCH HONORED 
FRIENDS AND AUDITORS, 

* M* Lyon Falkner, ſen: Mr E dward 
Fawkner, Mr Richard Louch, M* Ro- 
bert Barriffe, MP Laurence Peach ; 
with the reft of his hearers 


of the Pariſh of Uppingham ; 
D.S.wiſheth ſanRifcation here, 
with Heaven hereaſter. 


* People 3 


pe I2-4 Of cannot thinke in this 

 Commentarie to finde 
Diamonds ſet in borders 
of Gold, or Saphirs pla- 
| ced in a Cabinet of Too- 
ry. Tou know what have been your 
thoughts concerning mee , I will not ſay 
they have been as black clouds darken- 
ing,or as a winter froſt nipping my re- 


& pute, I am privie to my meannefs. T ant 


* not 1gnorant of my owne inſufficiencie, 

Z getbecauſe I amnot ſo tall, not ſo pro= 
Found, not ſo eloquent as the reſt off my 
brethren, 


To the Reader, - 


brethren, let not this that I now preſent 
unto you become the obje& of your con- 
tempt , conſidering that precious ſtones 
will ſhine, thowgh placed in lead, and 
links of gold have their true value and 
luſtre,though a bungler make the chain. 
T confeſſe , this Chapter is like a Table 
furniſhed with many varieties , but all 
its dainties, though wholeſome, have a 
tang of bitterneſſe z, expe not that my 
poverty ſhould ſerve them up in ſilver 
arſhes, or the better to procure your ap- 
petite, that T hawe garniſhed them with 
elegant phraſes,curious metaphors wit- 
ty apophthegmes, ſweet ſemilitudes,and 
Rhetoricall expreſſrons ;, I kyow theſe 
give a pleaſing and a ſavenry taſte to 
Theologicall expreſſes; but its neither 
your eye, nor your palate that T ſeeke to 


(at#fie its onely your hearts that Thave 
: - 5 4 


endeavoured to affeF, and therefore by 
a diſcovery of T1rons ſufferings, Thave 
brought you into the houſe of mourn- 
ing, nvt into the houſe of mirth, Its 
true, Tl:ad you by the hand into an A- | 
ka{jdema, a field of bloud , at the leaſt 


into 


To the Reader. 


into Bochim, where there is weeping in 
aboundance z, but though T preſent you 
*5 | with the Churches ſorrowes it is not 
d that, in theſe tem peſtuous dayes , you 
a ſhould deſpaire of your owne ſafeties ; 
, but rather to adviſe you, by ſhewing her 
; | ſhipwracke , how you may avoyde that 
| rocke, that may be deſiruFive to your 
* | ſelves. Will you know then, my Audi. 

} tors, what hath blowne up the coales, 


» 


Y 
F 3 
" #8 and kindled the flames of divine wrath, 


* and what it is that bath thas ſplit her 
| ir pieces £ ber ſelfe will tell you, it is no 
* other then her ſtnnes, Lam. 5, 16, 
1 Therefore looking upon her captivitie, 
f her diſtreſſe , her miſeries. as the fruit 
; of ſnne, Tbeſeech you, that you may be 
} preventive of the like calamities + lay 
7 your hands upon your hearts, think ſe- 
# rionſly and ſadly of your ingratitude for 

| mercies, your contempt of Ordinances, 
and your pride and oppreſſuon amongst 

& your ſelves: And let it appeare that her 
8 /egbs, her teares, her affiiFions have ſo 
# wrought upon your ſpirits,that your pre- 
ſent breathings are your ſouls "IL 
| or 


To the Reader. 


for your finnes + This is the way to di- 
vert judgements,this is the onely moans 


io ſecure Heavens favour both to you | 


and yours. Thus you may ſee, my Hear= 
ers, that T deſerc to ſpeake to you , when 
T can n0 longer ſtand before you , let me 
have your acceptance, T deſerve not your 
wopry/ Texped not your thanks ; but to 
avoyde prolixity, my prayers foall be my 
continued meſſengers to Jehovah for 
you, that you may be of the beſt birth, 
which is that of the Spirit that you may 
have the beſt tenure , which is that of 


the Covenant, and the beſt eſtate, which b 


is that of the Saints in Glories, and 0 
T reſt C 


Pl 


Your iaduſgent yet oppreſſed Paſtor. 


DANIEL SWIFT. 
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$i The Ch of je Expoſition 
"* of the fift Chapter of the La- 


14 | mentations of Jeremiah. 


ve  Verſ.1. 
ur | He introdu@jion containing the ſumme of 
to | . the whole Chapter. 


y | The Analyſis of the verſe. | 
_ Sc. 1. God bath thoughts of bis peaple:when 
| i they cannot apprehend bis purpoſes. He bath 
” * thoughts of mercy for their ſoules. 
y * He ſeemes to forcet that bis favours may be 1? 
f |  theprodu& of our prayers. 
þ | Sett. 2. Gods thoughts are affefionate , and 
p ; bold out help unto his Saints. 

| SeR. 3. Gods forgetting, an aggravation of 

' the ſouler affliftion. 
Ever deſire to be in the Heart, in 

the thoughts of God. 
Be Gods remembrancers for di- 

. ſtreſſed Zion, 


Not to remember her inzquities. 


= 2Corrol. 


AE : 
4 ME Rs” 
Oh, IE of di 


iy . JNiotio 7 l L 

* Entreat hin continue ber diſtreſſes 

nl Not to adde more: to ber preſent 
Fi troubles. 

is | { Her former proſperitie. 


# Beſeech bim | Her pre ſent afliftions. 
to think upon 1 His Covenant for mercy, 


Her 


© - 


| bn. 


' 
; 
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The Contents. 
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Her enemies for judgement.” 
{ The ſadnefſe of ber ſpirit. 
Ute effe ing ber * mole 


at 
} 
by 


| 


Sca. 4. Fervency muſt accompany our prayers. | 
Be not like Glow wormes, onely 


| fiery i in appearance. 
Corrol. You muſt be ardent in Spirit ſer- 


ving the Lord. 


SeA. 5. Wee muſt onely have recourſe t2 God | 


in the day of diſtreſſe. 

Tbe creatures cannot help us , they cannot re- 
lieve our exigents. 

Set. 6. Heavie ſorrowes make Chriſtians 
moderate in their deſirer. 

As beggars they cry not for pounds but pence. 


Se. 7. Grievous miſeries may fall upon Gods | 


precious Saints. 


They ſinne againſt him. 
To bumble them. 
Toexerciſe the graces in them, 


| SeA.S. Godeyes our particular exigents. 


SeR. 9. Prayer the meanes to Get a reflex 
from God. 
SeR. 10. Reproach an heavie affiftion ; yet 
it quickens the prayers of Saints. 
2 Obſervations. 


Sect. 11, Senſe of miſerie,would bave God to | 


make a preſent ſupplie. 
 Obſervat: 
Grounds, 


 Corrolar: Sct.12, 


of 


et 


| 
| 


78 
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The Contents. 


Se. 12. Chriſtians are gradual, they have 

their aſcents in their earneſt prayers, 
Verl. 2. | 

SeR. 1. Though wee be loſers, wee muſt not 
envie others though gainers by our ſelves. 

Set. 2. How the Jewes inheritance came to 
be their owne. 

ScR. 3. All things are not in common, parti- 
cular men have a particular right ts their 
eſtates. 

Sect. 4. All muſt expet loſs where the ene- 
my prevailes. L 

Se. 5. Diſpoſſeſion, ejeFion the fruit of 
conqueſt. 
| by ow upon their diſpoſſeſſion, their eſtates 

were given to the babyloniſh ſouldiers. 

*: caſts men out of their poſſeſſions for 
ſeven ſpeciall and particular ſinnes. | 

© 1. Admonition to the diſpoſſeſſed. 
2.Optation,in relation to England. 
3. Adviſe to them that have pre- 

ſent enjoyments. 
Verſ. 3. 

Se. 1. The meaning with the ſeveral inter- 
pretdtions of the words. 

Se 2. The Prophets expreſſicns aggravati- 
ons of the Churches miſerie. 

Obſervation, 
3 Ground. 
3 Corrolaries. 


Corro]): 


Vetſ. 4. 


_ 
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The Contents. 


Verl. 4. 


Seft. 1. Common neceſſaries are denied by | 


adyer ſaries. 

1, Obſer: Enemies make prize of all that 
comes to their hands. 

Corrolar: Admonition to all. | 

2 Obſcrvat: Warre ſeldome ſtrips us of a ſin= 

gle mercie. 

SeR. 2. Wood and water ſweet blegings to a 

people. 

CT This might be ſeene in their enjoyment. 

= This is acknowledged when wee feele their 

w want. | © 

Sea. 3. Wee muſt not ſit faſt upon preſent en- 
Joyments. S 

_ Corrolar: Verſ. 5. 

SER. 1. The words explained. : 

Se&. 2. Inſultations aggravations of the Chure 
ches ſorrowes. | 

Se. 3- Wicked men care not what they doe 
to augment the troubles of the Saints. 


Sed. 4. The reaſon why their necks are under. 


perſecution. 
3 Corrolaries, 


Se&. 5. Sorrow without laxation very grie= 
VOUS. 6 
Iby God brings trouble without intermiſion 
upon a people. 
2 Corrolaries.” Ver. 6. 


Set. 1. A further degree of Hieruſalems | 


miſerie. Severall 


= 


x 


| 
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Severall expoſttions of the words , with obſer- 
vations, and application. 
Verſ. 
Se&. 1. The tearmes unfolded. - 
Enſuing ob fermaions, with ſeverall Corrole 
ries to our ſe 
God us juſt though be make the children beare 
the iniquities of their parents. 
parentall holines advantagjons to poſteritie, 
3 Encouragements to endeavour to be Good 
Y pre 
2 Corrolaries. 
-.- Verl. $. 
Seat. 1. 4 patbeticall expreſſion of Zions 
miſerie in five particulars: 
$5 Obſervations. 
The Grounds and Corrolaries. 
Verſ. 9. 
Sea. x. Corporall neceſſariesy ſometimes ex- 
poſe to perills. 
Set. 2. Want, make men uſe the utmoſt of 
their endeavours. 
Sed. 3. Meane diet will content bungry cred= 
Tres. . 
Sc. 4 Want of food will make men bas 
zard their deareſt lives, 
3 Corrolaries. 
Se&. 5. The ſword a terror to mens ſpirits; 
2 py ſervations. 
} Corrolarie. Ns ae 
3 Motives. B What 


ns en a ——o—_ me re rr 7 
. 


The Canteats. - 
What deſerts are. | 
3 Obſervations.  * 0 
Verſ. 10. | 
Seft. 1. Our perſons not exempted from miſe- | 
- ric in calamitous times. | 
| The partzculars of the verſe explained 
'1 Obſervation. 
3 Grounds. 
2 Corrolaries. Exhortatory. 
Ser, 2, Famine a very ſore judgement. 
This is beld forth in eight particulars. 
3 Corrolaries. 
Sx ſines in ſpeciall bring this —_— 
upon a people. 
Cre fark Corrolarie. 
Verſe 11. 
Set. 1. Wicked mens ſlomackg will digeſt the 
worſt of ſinnes. 
2 Grounds. 
4 Corrolaries. 
3 Helps for the curbing of corruption. 
Sea. 2. Raviſhing a ſad affliffion. 
"8 Obſervations. | 
Seft. 3. Luſt is impartiall, it will vent it joſe 
n-any. 
All is fiſh that comes to the wickeds nett. 
Enmity in triumph raiſetb troubles to the 
bigbeſt p imne. 
A_— Wickedneſſe knowes no ſhame. 
Corrolarie, | 


Verl. 12. 


. , 
| 
Pe | 
| 


The. Contents. 


Verf. 12. 
Se. 1. The words explained. Se. 2.SeR.3. 
4 Varieus expoſitions with obſervations. 
Gray haires in any , eſpecially in men of 
piety , call for honour. 
3 Obſervations, 
Verl. 13. 
Set. I. Touth ſubje( to ſuffer by the band of 
an enemie. 
Se. 2. Childrens miſerie a perplexitie tothe 
Parents ſpirits. | 


Sea. 3. How the children fall under the wood. 


Verſ. 14- 
SeR. 1. The Churches miſerie for want of 
Magiſtrates. 


Elders, Iſraels politicall Governors. 


Good Magiſtrates ſpeciall bleſſings. 
Corrolarit. Wee muſt not caft ſoyle upon the 
face of Magiſtracie. 
4 Reaſons. | 
An optation to Englands Senators. 
4 Benefit: flowing from good Magiſtrates. 
Se. 2. The evill of the want of Magiſtrati- 
call power in its vigor, | | 
Obſervation. 
2 Grounds. 
x Corrolarie exhortative, 
3 Motiver. 
Seft, 3. Mirth, recreation not unlayfull. 
The godly have cauſe of joy. 
| B 2 Rules 


_=_ _ NC - 


__ - <> —_———_ a - 
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The Contents. 


Rules for our Recreations. 
Vert. 15. 
Set. 1: Gods people may apprehend them- 
ſelves ſtript of all cauſe of joy what ſoever. 
* Obſervation. 
4 Grounds. 
3 Corrolarzes. | 

Sect. 2. Theprecious ſonnes of Zion may be 

much diſcouraged in their ſufferings. 
2 Grounds. 
They expreſſe it ſometimes in ſix 
particulare. 
-3 Corrolaries, 

Tn Verſ. 16. 

Sect. 1, Iſraels miſerie in the fall of her 
Crowne. | | 
Enquiries after the Crowne that the Fewes 

bave bft.- 
Foure thingy felicitate a Nation. 
Worlaly glory but a vanitie. 
7 Corrolaries. | 

Sect. 2, Wee muſt refle upon ſinne when we 

lie under the worſt of evills. 
Ob ſer: Senſe of ſorrow is the fruit of ſinne. 
Foure Reaſons why ſinne muſt make the 
foule ſenſible of ſorrow. 
Two Corrolayies, with two Mctives. 
SeQ. 3. Senſe of outward paine, puts the ſoule 
mnto pangs, 
Application to England. 
Five 


The Contents. 
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Fite Conſiderations to worke ſorrow in the 
ſoule, 
Foure qualifications of right ſorrow, 
SeR. 4. Senſe of /inne is more preſſive to the 
ſoule then any miſerie. T 
2 Grounds. ; 
3 Correlaries. 
SeR. 5. Meanes to finde out our ſpeciall and 
provoking finnes. | 
SeQ. 6. Miſerie many times brings the ſoule 
to confeſſion upon her knees. 
6 Encouragements to ſt::nes confeſſion. 
6 Direffions for the ſoules confeſſion of 
ber ſinnes, 
Verl. 17. 
Se. 1, The beſt are expoſed to ſorrow. 
o Grounds, 
1 Corrolarie. | 
6. Supports for the ſoul in the worſt of timeg. 
2 Corrolaries. | 
3 Ground:. 
SeR. 2. Chriſtians haue bowels for others in 
afflictions. 
3 Grounds, 
3 Corrolaries, 
Sect. 3. Wee muſt not ſtand at a diſtance each . 
from other in the day of ſorrow. 
Selt. 4. Sad ſufferings are cauſative of ſyd 
and fainting bearts. 
Sed. 5. Extremity of ſorrow, brings dimneſſe 
into our eyes. B 3 Foure 


The Contents. + 


Foure Corrolaties. 
How our griefe ſhould be qualified. 
Vert. 18. 

SeQ. 1. The Churches miſeries make a deep 
impreſs in the bearts of Saints. | 
Foure Cauſes of Zions deſolation. 

Her particular fins that brought het ruine. 

Sea: 2. The Afſyrians like crafty Foxes. 

 { Obſervation. | ; 

4 Prophane and ſeditious perſons the worſt of 

foxes that annoy the Church. 
? 8 Properties of the fox itt theſe nefarious 
and dividing Creatures. 
Cz Corrolaries, 
| Verſ. 19. 
SeQ. 1. Geds wichangeableneſſe a ſupport in 
troubles. 
1 Obſervation, 
7 Corrolaries from theitce for our ſoules. 
2 Obſervation. 
3 Corrolaries. 
4 Encouragements. 
Verl. 20. 
Se@. 1. Helps for time of defe(ion. 
No loſſe to the loſſe of divine favour. 
God for ſakes not untill be be for ſaken. 
Tahe beed of Hypreriſte, it will make God 
to depart frem thee, n 
Seca. 1. Afﬀiictions {end the Saints unto their 
God. | 


SeR. 2. 


The Contents. 


SeQ. 2. Troubles no diſcauragements to Gods 
preciows Saints, 
Sea. 3: Repentence the worke of the great. 
God. 
SeCt. 4. Preſſures put not Gods children be- 
ſides their prayers. 
Sed. 5. Deliverances are onely perfefied by 
the Lord. 
Obſervation. 
2 Corrolaries. | 
'$ Helps to the ſoules effeduall turn- 
ing ts God. 
Sea. I. W, ee muſt not de ſparre, though we fit 
in darkneſſe, 
Set. 2. Heavens darlings through extreamity 
of griefe, caunot at ſometimes fully and 
plainly expreſſe themſelves. 
2 Obſervations. 
The firſt Corrolarie, 
4 Motives. 
The 2 Corrolarie. 
Sect. 3. Sinne haſtens wrath. 
Sea. 4- Apprebenſimns of divine anger ftrike 
deep into the bearts of Saints, | 
Applications:to England. 
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ZIONS _ 
SUFFERINGS. 


Lamentations 5. 1. 


Remember, O Lord, what is come upon us : 
Confider , and behold our reproach. 


The introduttion containing the ſumme 
of the whole Chapter. 


N this Chapter you have 
3H anAbſtratt of the Chur- 
DP Ches threnes , wherein 
M4 the Propher like a skil- 
full Orator to renew 
atcention in his audi- 
| torie, and to make the 
better impreſs upon the peoples memo- 
ric, in the very cloſe gives you an epito- 
mie, or an abridgement of the whole. 
Neither in this are his expreſſions aicry 
.ambages, theſe doe bur tickle the cares, 
His very firft breathings,are Zions prayers, 
alt his Rhetorique, every trope, every _ 

word, every fentence that flowes from 
- | him, 


————_ 


i—— 
Gm. Aft 


2 _ _ Tions Sufferings. 


Non ſatisfa- monſtrative of thie Chufches ſorrow . He 
Giones ſjed doth not by ſpeaking her beauty , as be- 
Cn & ing a lilly among the Babyloniſh thorns, 
Pa |} ca. Encompaſſe her temples with. the Crowne 
pite legar. Or Diadem of publique —_— 18 not 
her meric,ics ongly her ſufferings and her 
Jamentations that are here diſcovered to 
your view ; in ſo much that the whole 
may very well be fliled, Feremiabs or the 
Churches pitifull complaint under beavie pre (- 

ſnres in prayer unto their God. 
The a You have twe objets in this firſt verſe, 
Iyic of the ,5 to caſt,ſo cafting to fix youreye upon. 


Verſc. 
Remember 9 
Her intreaties<Confider  >O Lord. 
& Bebold 
What is befalne her, captivitie, 
it is not coming, it is alreadie 


2 4 come upon her. 
| Her miſeries er bright Sunne gives nor ont 


irs rayes, Tgnominie like'a 
black cloud now covers its face. 


Remember Se. 1. God bath thoughts of his people, when 
eur reproach, they cannot apprehend his purpoſes , hee 
thinkes upon thetr ſoules. 


Shall 1 ſay this firſt word pleads, I am | 


ſure it prayes a memente, . not. in the 
thoughts of men,bur in the heart of God: 
not as if the Lord was atany time oblivi- 

| ous 


him, is not onely pichily , bur fully de- 
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 Zions 8Snfferings. 2 


; ous ofhis Saints. He onel y ſeems ſo when Oblivio & 


in the day of calamitic he deferres his —_— 
mercie, and vouchſates not ſpecdily to _ * 
grant their deliveric. His people are en- cum jn Deo, 


graven upon the palmes of his hands, he ſed admodi 


- cannot forget for ever,Tſa.49.16. Though 7ecordantis 


alicujus mi- 
he may frowne for a ſeaſon, yet at the laſt fork, ſe babes 


they ſhall have a favourable aſpe& from 7,1, .; 


. himfelfe. Hee doth but hold oft his hand, auzitium 
| that his favours may be the iſſue of our preter. 
| prayers. Ic is but our conceipt tha: God 
| 1s forgetrfull of our eftares,in the worſt of dation a 


Lyra. 
Dez noſtras 


conditions, he commilſerates our caſes, tamus miſe- 
his thoughts are thoughts of peace, Pſal. rias, velter- 


/ 


$5. 8. and though we be not apprenentive £7 91#s n0- 
of the out-goings of divine goodneſle,yet _ fe = 
they are continually to bring light out flatim non 


of darkneſfe to our ſoules, ſuccurrits 
Calvin. 


Set. 2. Gods thoughts are affeFionate, 
and bold out helpe unto bis Saints. 


2. The (ſoules motions are anſwerable jj, ,, 1. 
to her aff-&ions : what we aftc& in all g otioſam 
ſtraits, wee lay out to helpe : Chriſtians recordatia 
know that bare eying and chinking of Ft po 
them in the day of their affliftion, will naw. yet 
not dcliver them;therefore Zion doth nor fcacem ſeil. 
here petition for a naked remenibringg affe#i cum 
bur for an affe&ionate, working, and ct- en con- 
fetuall remembrance to the Lord. Jun fig- 


"_—_ 
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Pial, 88. 
4. Js 


| 
j 
a 


{Men many times thinke of thei | 


friends jin the day of their di- 
ftrefſe, yer endeavour not to 
Obſer:s make their help their comfort, 
the produCt of their thoughts, 
but whom God remembers hee 
c relieves, Levit. 26. 44, 45+ 


Sed. 3. Gods forgetting is an aggravation of 
the ſoules affliion. | 


Whar is it that heightens our griefe, 
and ſtrikes deeper into our hearts, then 
nan-viſitation in ſuffering times through 
the unkindneffe and forgerfuineiſe of our 
friends ? Queſtionlefle, ir is the great, yea 
one of the greateſt aggravations of crou- 
ble roan aftli&cd ſoule, to apprehend it 
ſelfe not to be in the thoughts of God, 
Pſal. 42. 9. — 4.4. 24+ 

ſ Gods —_ is evidentiall of his 
C1] indignation, Jere. 23. 39, 40. 
3 On it apprehends God to re- 

2} member ir, its chcared with the 

| thoughts of his care for it, and his 
{ eſtimare of ir. 
,C They are things of value that wee 
3 ) commit to memorie, Iſa. 43. 4. 26. 
zpeciall aftc&ion is demonſtrated by 
' Gods remembering, Mala.3. 1 6,17. 
Corrolar.. 1, Gods remembzrance ever 
| ſpeaks 


EMS _— 


Zions Sufferings. 


ſpeaks a Chriſtians advantage, whoſoe- 
ver forgets youzlet your prayers demon- 
ſtrate your defires tobe in the heart, in 
the thoughts of God. This was Nebemiabs 
requeſt, and he made ir the very upſhot of 
his prayers, Nehem. 13. 31. Doe you likes 
wiſe, For men may faile us though they 
thinke of as, but God will helpe us if hee 
but have us in his minde, Fere. 2. 2, 3. 
Corrolar. 2. They that put us in minde 
of our friends in miſcrie, are many times 
inſtcumentall for the alleviating of ther 
ſorrow ; their excitements may ftirre up 
cearneft reſolves for their freedome, they 
may bccome Mcfengers to proclaime 
their peace, to publiſh rydings of their 
falvation. O let us be Gods remembran- 
cers, let us expoftulace the Churches caſe 
with his ſacred ſelfe, this is our dutic,[ſe. 
43+ 26. Surely, if wee have any bowells 
of compaſſion, we cannot hold our peace 
for the Gangrene of hereſie is likely ro 
over=ſpread her, the raging billowes of 
prophanenefle are readie to over- whelme 
her, home-bred Vipers wait to corrodate 
her bowells, and forraigne enemies like 
the Children of Edem cry out for her de- 


HKcu@gion : Doe but looke _ her, the 


teares runhe downe her cheeks, ſhee is irf 


great bitterneſſe, and ſadnefſe png 
Jy 


———_—... 


 Tions Sufferings. 


her foule, for her Magiſtracie is lighted, | 


her Miniſtrie is vilified, and her Sabbarhs 
are prophaned. Is it nothing to behold 
all chis ? You know, that unitie makes 
happie and perpetuates a people; What 
will you ſay now to her diviſions ? Wee 
have ſome for Paul, ſome for Apollo, ſome 
for Cephas, and though ſonre, yet but a 
few for rhe Lord Chriſt ; for the divifions 
of Reuben there is great heart-burnings 
amongſt us ; we may very wc!l feare her 
fall, and ere long become ſpeRarors of 
her ruine ; for a houſe divided againſt it ſelfe 
cannot ſtand. Let her then be an vbje&of 
pitic in our eye. Let us no Tonger fit in 
filence, bur forthwich cauſe both our 
prayers and our teares to ſpeak with im- 
portunitie for ker deliverance. Let us be- 
ſeech the Lord 


What wee \Nortro remember her iniquities,F/,79.8 


—_ 4 [ The remembrance of mans finne is 
We | an ctfe& of divine wrath . 
torenem. | j Heavens vengeanceis uponits march, 
ber. when (God calls to minde the viti- 
| | ouſnefſe of our hearts, and finfull- 
- | nefle of our lives, Fer. 44. 21, 22. 
{ Nor to continue her diltrefle, Pſal.7 4. 2. 


hach been the produ@ of Gods re> 


1 'ſraels freedome from . thraldome 
meimbering, Exod. 6, <, 6. 
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; Her enemies for execution of divine jus 


| 


; 


5 YEE an 


Zions Sufferings. 


—— 


—— 


{ 


P 


| 
| 


—_— 


.L 


of 


| 


However not to adde more to her pre-, 
ſenc troubles, Hab. 3.2, | _ } 
We forget mens ſufferings, when we 
make an addition of vexation to 
7 their ſpirits. 
Q let us rather befeech him to thinke 


Her former proſperitie , Pſal. 25. 6, — 
BY. .49, 50» 

{Men commiſerate them in penurie 
0 that have lived in plentie. 

Her prefent afflitions, P/al. 13 2, x. Fob 


| 10.9. Tfa. 64. 10, 11, 12+ 


-— — - 
” 


-—_  ——— 


The Churches ſorrowes make her an 

objedt of pity in the Lords thoughts. 
His Covenant for mercy to his people 
in difireſſe,Pſal.74. 20, 21. Fere. 14-21. 
2 Cro. 7, 14+ Pal. 50, 15- 

Covenants, Promitfes, are ſtrong en- 
gagements. God cannot remember 
them but fall upon their pertorm- 
ance, 


tice, Pal. 137. 7: 

 CRememberance of favourites op- 
preſſed, ſpeaks revenge to their op- 

| preſſors. 

The ſadnefſe of her ſpirit, to ſpeake 

| Chearing to her heart, Pſal. 106. 4. 

A divine reflexion is the ſoules chee- 


ring 
p 


What wee 
muſt be- 

ſeech God 
to thinke 


upon. 


, ” 
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| Zions Sufferings. 


ring 1a the depth of taffliction,Tſa. 12.1, 


8 
66. 13, 13, 14+ 
| —74243- 
: a friend. 
0 Lord. 


WOrmes , fierie in appearance and cold 


Sed. 4. Fervency muſt accompany our prayers. 


This interje&ive particle denotes the 
vehemencie, the carneſtneſle of her defire. 
Gen. 17. 18. Dent. 5. 29.2 Sam. 23.15; 

 Fob6.8. 
b 195m, of mercy with ſence of mi- 
Obj/erv:4 1tery will make the foule « bf O 
? unto Its God. 
The Church in this expreſſion is like 


| Efe&ing her deliverance, Pſal.g. 18419. 


| Relief is the beſt reinemberance of | 


[ 


Jebn the Baptiſt, a ſhining and a burning 


Tiglic, (hee ſhines as knowing the right 


ſtorchouſe, where i in her <xigence to fetch 
reliete, ſhee goes -not to the creatures but 
to the Lo:d himfelfe. For God is the one= 


ly tounraine tor the foules refreſhing;. 


Shee burnes, the fire of z:ale is kindled in 
her breaſt,and therefore ſhe goes not with 
cold, or lukewarme affe&ions, her ex- 
preſſ: on ſpeakes the fervor of her hearc, 
for doth ſhee not cry,O, when ſhee comes 
into the divine preſence ? O Lord. 
Corrolar. Chriſtians be nor like Glow- 


when 


—_—_ 


Zions Swfferings. 

when you come to thetouch ; take heed 
of lukewarmeneſſe, Laodices's temper ; re- 
member that as prayer is ſet out by wraft- 
ling, which is the beſt way for prevailing, 
Gen. 32. 26. Hoſ. 12. 4. ſo under the Law 
the ſweet perfumes in the Cenſers were 
burnc before they aſcended; for believers 

rayers goe up in pillars of (moake, per- 
Lad with myrrh to the throne of God, 
Cant. 4. 6. Therefore ger ſpiricuall fire 
into your hearts,as faft as you can kindle 
and inflame youraffcRions,that they may 
flame up in devout and religious aicents 
to the Lord himſelfe. Sometimes, Lord 
will not ſerve your turne, you muſt goe 
with O Lord unto your God. 


SeR. 5. Wee muſt onely have recourſe to God 

in diftreſſe, | 
The Churches affli&ion is now become 
to her the Schoole of devotion, it hath 
diſcovered fins finfulneſs,God provoked, 
and her ſelfe juſtly puniſhed, therefore in- 
ſtead of repining, as you ſee ſubmiſſion, 
ſo crying, praying,and imploring the fa- 
vour and the helpe of Heaven : And here- 
In ſhee teacheth us what to doe in the ſad- 
deft times, not to murmucre, not to lye 
howling upon our beds, but with an O 
Lord, to goe for rememberance, to _ 
0 <c 
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Zions Saffer 


for deliverance unto God. Where ſhould 
we make our addrefſes,but where wemay 
finde reliefe 2 When Gods proceedings 
ſpeake divine juſtice upon our 'fonles for 
finne, there's none*upbn earth that*can 
alleviate our ſorrowes, all the*Angells 
and glorified Saints In Heaven , cannot 
eaſe our paine, or mitigate our ſmart, 
its onely a reflex of grace from above thar 
can cheare our ſpirits, God himfelfe that 
can give freedome from diftrefſe. There- 
fore it is good for us with David, with 
Ful, and with theſe Fewer, when oppreſ- 
(ing prefſures lye heavie upon our ſelves, 
to make our approaches, with an O Lord 
remember, unto our God, Pſal. 53-25, 26. 
28. 2 Cor, 12.8, 9, Neither let ns:betimo- 
rous to ſet upon the worke, nor with the 
kine of Bethſbemoſh,draw on. heavily in its 
performance:we have Jehovabs'command 
for our warrant, Pſal. 50. 15. We have 
his propenſitie to helpe us, and his pto- 
miſe to deliver us for our encouragement, 
Tſai. 65. 24. 2 Cro. 7. 14. T 


Sect. 6. Heavie ſorrowes make Chriſtians 
moderate in their deſires. | 


She doth not deſire the Lord forthwith 


to cauſe the fu)gent and glortous beames 
of proſperity ro ſhiac upon her,or imme- 
diately 


———_— 
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diately by ſome heavy judgement upon 


| her enemie, to compleate her owne deli- 
| very, ſhee onely calls for a memento a re- 


memberance, ſome thoughts of her unto 


| her God: Her caprivitie is dolorous, her 
| oppreflions are grievous, yet the moſt 
_ eminent. and tranſcendent mercies are 
\ not the ſubje&t matter of her prayers,ſhee 


will be content if God will but think of, 
if he will but remember her preſent ſor- 
rowes : from whence wee are taught. 
Obſerv: That great ſufferings make 
Chriftians modeſ}-and moderare in their 


demands. Beggars In their excreameft exi- 


gents cry not for pounds but pence. 
When Tfraels burden was-doubled by the 
Task-maſfters of the Land of Xp ypt,ic was 
but traw that ſhee craved'to her preſenc 
furtherance for the making of her brick. 
Fob when his troubles were at the high- 57 doborem 
eſt, prayes God qnely to ceaſe,not whol- 77 nn 
| » wUlt, reſpi- 
ly to remove, that he may but havea lic- ,,, ; 1... 
tle breathing, take a lictle comfort to aliquem (5 
himſclfe, Fob 10. 20. A little reliefe goes ſpacium con- 
farre in the apprehenſion of a diſtreſſed ©9Merc. 
ſoule. 
Sed. 7. Grievous miſeries may fall upon Gods 
precious Saints, | : 
What is it that is befallen her? is the What 5s 
cup of red wine mingled with wrath gi- c,ne upon 
C3 Ven #s, 


I2 
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given to her as a potion ? Doth God ap- 
peare as cloathed with the garments o 


vengeance before her ? Is the Aſſyrian, the | 
enemie, the adverſary like a Beare robbed 


of her whelpes, let looſe upon her? or is 
it ſome imaginary evill that is now be- 
come a trouble to her ? Beloved, fancies 
do not create her feares,neither are onely 
feares the cauſes of her ſad complaints,in 
this her preſent thraldome ſhe hath reall 
demonſtrations of divine diſpleaſure lye 
heavie upon her ; for now the Lord hath 
{ſwallowed up the habitations of Facob, 
cut off the horne of Iſrael, and powred 
out his fury like fire upon the Taberna- 
cle of the daughter of Zion, Lam.2. 2,34. 
Shee that was a Princeſs formerly is be- 
come tributary, Lam. 1. 1. The Heathen 
areentred into her SanQuary, Lam. 1.10. 
The Law is no more, and her Prophets 
finde no vifion from the Lord, Lam. 2. 9, 
Her friends arc become her enemies, and 
her perſecutors overtake her in the ftraits, 


Lam. 1. 2, 3. Theſe, theſe amongſt others, ' 
are part of her grievances, theſe with o- 


thers are the things ſhee would have the 
Lord to thinke upou ; from this chat is 

come upon her you may obſerve, 
Obſerv: That the Church may be in a 
{ad condition, ſheemay drink deep of the 
1] .- cup 
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cup of Heavens indignation. God hath 
anger, in that anger, he hath grievous 


| evils for his peopleghe gives heavy blows, 


even blows by ſwords and thunderbolts 
to his ſervants. Yet know,that this is but 
when they finne againſt him, to humble 
them, or to exerciſe the graces that are in 
their ſoules. When you ſee the Saints in 
affligtions,picie them, pitie them ; for the 
hand of God hath touched them, Fob 19. 
21. And keep off from raſh cenſuring. 
You cannot diſtinguiſh men,either by the 
matter or the meaſure of their ſuffering. 
That which is a judgement to one, may 
be a chaſtiſement to another. With che 
ſame weapon God wounds a friend, and 
defiroyes an enemie, 


Seft. 8. God eyes our particular exigents. 


Habbitab in the Originall denotes ſuch Confider. 


a conſideration as is conjoyned with ſee- 
ing and looking upon. The eye preſent- 
ing the objeCt to the thoughts, makes the 
deeper impreſle upon the ſpirit. 
| When God takes the Churches for- 
Obſed 39w8 into his thoughts, he looks 
"Y down from heaven to fee the par- 
ticulars of her diſtreſle, 
Its the difference betwixt her pceſene 
and former condition, Lam, 1. 10, 11. 
C3: The 
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—— 


And behold. 


—_— 


The relation thar ſhee ſtands in cowards 
himſelfe, his people, not alients, Ex6d.33- 
13. Lam.2. 20. Andthe cruelty of her ad- 
verfarics that ſhee would have God to 
take notice of. You may ſee here the abyſ- 


ſus abyſſum invocat, a depth of milery calls 


for a depth of mercy : And that it is one- 
ly miſery that makes us obje&s of pitie 
in the Lords eyes. 


Set. 9. Prayer the meanes to get a reflex 
from God. 


Noe that God like men ftands in need 
of a Committee of examinations for diſ- 
coveries, nothing is concealed from him, 
all things are naked before him, Fere. 32. 
19. Heb. 4.13. Nor becauſe he is minded 
to look away when the Church preſents 
her ſelfe in ſorrow to his eye ; for he re- 
gards the affliFions of all his ſervants, 
Exod. 3.7.9. A&. 7.34. Pſal. 35. 22, 23. 
Bur ſhe muſt intreat him to behold, pray- 
er being the way that he hath appointed 
to come to enjoy the exhibitions of di- 
vine goodnefſe, and the onely meanes 
that ſhee can uſe to bring in the ſhip of 
heavens mercies into her owne ſoule. 
SeR. 10. As reproach z heavie ſo it quickens 
the prayers of Saints. 


Ourreproach Opprobie, diſgrace, ignominie,is lookt 


upon 


Zion s Sufferings, 


upon. by man as one of the greateſt evills, 
and borne with the greareft difficulcie ; 
we aſe readie to ſay under this ſuffer- 
ing, # there any ſorrow like our ſorrow ? 
The Church might have ſuch thoughts. 
Therefore as if all trouble was involved 
in this, and that this onely was enough 
to move God to commilerate her cale, 
ſhe dcfives him onely to conſi der and behold 
ber.r« proach. 


{ As wicked men- banks upon the 
. obje& of reproach , Fob 39. 19. 


| Church in her ſufferings as a fic. | 


s  Lam.2.15,16.10 reproaches above 


| 


0bſ:s 


[ 


f 


all other troubles quicken the 
Saints, and ſtirre them up tp im» 
portunitie with their God , Pſal. 
89. 51. They know well enough 
that the Lord hath ſworne juſtice 
againſt reproachfull wretches , 
Zeph. 2. 8, 9. | 


o preſſures make Chriſtians pray- 

er-lefſe, they are moſt in Heaven 

when they are moſt invironed 

with troubles upon Eartb, Pſal. 

24+ 7» 8, 9. 

They know that there is help for 
' them in their God, 2 Cro, 20. 6. 


IO. Jere. 34 22, 23. 
, GC 4 Obf[: 


- 16 Zions Sufferings. 
The Sainrs are not hopeleſſe under 
| the greateſt evills , they fing not 
-{ the doleful ditic of accurſed Cain, 
they deſpaire not of divine helpe, 
OB(:« and therefore becauſe they con- 
ccive hope of favour, they betake 
themſelves unto fervent prayer, 
Fob 13, 15. Prov. 14.32. Pſal. 27. 

ÞL 12,13 

Se. 11. Senſe of miſery would bave God to 


make preſent ſupply. — | 
Eonſider and = rling in their moſt vex- 


behold eur atious and grievous affii&ions, 

Torogch. would have God to conſider, to 

5 Ppoyle, to weigh their preſent 

conditions, Pſal. 9. 13. Pſal. 25, 

18, 19, 20. 

They know Gods ſentence in juſtice 
ſhall ſpeake his righteouſneſfe, the 
Judge of all the world will doe 
right, Gen. 18.25. 

Equitie in the Lords adminiſtration 
of juſtice, hath ever been their en- 

28 couragement,as for appeale, ſo for 

this requeſt unto himſclfe, Fere.12., 
1,2,3 ; 

Corrolar: Learne what «o doe when 
the wicked with the moſt violent evills 
are ſtinging and piercing your very 
ſoules, : 


OBſ- 


0 Preſent 


I 


POR an AS So. A 


a. 
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Preſent your troubles, your reproa- 
I< ches upon your bended knees in the 
Lords preſence, P ſal. 69. 19, &c. 
Plead mercies and promiſes for your 
. 24) ſelves, Dan. 9. 15, 16, 17. 1 King, $, 
So 057+ 
3 Multiplie prayers for your enlarge- 
ment, Nehem. 4. 4, 5* Joel 2. 17. 


SeR. 12. Chriſtians are Graduall, they have 
their dſcents intheir earneftprayers. 


As God goes out gradually in giving g,,..s.. - 
our the ienfationaof divine nd. —_— ; 
ſo his people in their afflitions, when behold. 
they are moſt carn« petitioners,are gra- 
duall in their prayers,Pſal.41.4.Pſal.106. 


4, 5. Dan. 9. 19. 


— 


Verl. 2. Our inheritance is turned to - 
ſtrangers, our houſes to aliens. 


Sed. 1, Though we be looſers, wee muſt not 
envie others when gainers by our ſelves. 


I this and the enſuing Verſes you have 
the particulars cauſative of her threnes, 
ſhee exprefſeth no anger, nor diſcontent, 
that heathens, that forraigners,that ſtran- 
gers have her houſes, her fields, her vine- 
: | yarde, 


bo oy" Rp 


— 
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Our inhert- 
IaRce , OUT 


houſes. 


yards,her inheritance in their poſſeſſions, 


her revenge is her griefe, and her griefe 

for finneas well as for her lofſe , which 

commends herunto God, Wee muft not 

repine when our lofle is agothers gaine. 

Sek. 2. How the Fewes inheritance cams to 
be their owne. 

I will not fay the Jewes poſſeſſions were 
onely theirs by purchaſe, ] rather thinke 
that as at the rh they were. given to the 
Tribes, ſo they were left them by their 


' fathers. Now whae was left by their an- 


ceſtors , was not for them to alienate: 
if it was a trouble to Naboth to part with 
his Vineyard, though by way of Ex- 
change, or for money to Ahab, this muſt 
needs lye heavie upon the [I(raelitiſh 
hearts, that violence,barbarous, and hea- 
theniſh violence cafts them out of their 
inheritance, & thar aliens, Afſyrians,their 

Inveterate enemies ſhould naw by con- 

queſt become ics poſſefſors. 

Obſ: p” ſtrikes deep when we' ſce our e- 

2 fates poſſeſt by rangers. 

Sea. 3- All things are not int common , parti- 
cular men have a particular right to their 
eſtates, es 

They had a civill right to their eſtates 


as they were Fewes, but as they were be- - 


lievers they had the right of promiſe ; for 
| Chriſtians 


en 


—— 
» 


1 
| 


—_— ————— 


Zions Sufferings. 


- 


Chriftians hold all in Capite ; as Chriſt is 

theirs , all is theirs, 1 Cor, 3. 22, 23. 

2 Cor. 1. 20. | OL » 

Se. 4: All muſt exped} loſſe where an enemy 
prevatles. 

The Nobles,the great Perſonages are no 
more exempted from this diſpoſleſſion, 
then the meaner people : Zedekiab their 
King is throwne out of his Palace, hce 
now upon this Babyloniſh vi&ory can 
lay no more claime to his revenue, then 
his ſubje&s to their inheritance, 2 Reg. 
25. 9. 
ſ: Conqueſt by warre uſually ſpeaks 

"2a ſeaſure upon all,upon any eſtates. 
Sea. 5. Diſpoſſeſſion the fruit of Conqueſt. 
One would have thought that cheir 
fcilds, which were very fertile for their 
ſoyle, and age a which wererich by 
reaſon of the charge they had bin at with 
them, and the labour they had beſtowed 
upon them, would have ſatisfied the moſt 
avaritious defires of the worſt of enemies; 
but alas, this will not doe, all this is not 
enough, they will have all or nothing. 


 Itisnor ſufficient for the husbards to be- 


come their captives, and their poſſeſſions 
to become their prey, but wife and chil- 
dren muſt be caſt out of dores, they will 


have their houſes as well as their —_— 


et IEC 8 3 ae 


-——————_— 
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quered, is for the moſt part the 
.effe& of conqueſt. | 
Create CThe Babylonian Souldiers , 
No conqueti as their ſpoyle. 


G-inmad. EjeQion, diſpoſſeſſion to the con= 
03 


For price in liew of wages. 

For reward as future encouragemet. 
Nehephcah Conquerors diſpoſlefſe the owners, and 
de hapbach, advance their followers, 2 Kings 17 24- 


fignif. ver- Bye whether the Chaldean Armie are 
tere vel in 


dies, wet became the propriccors, it much matters 


in liam for- NOty the eflate is altered, what theſe Fewes 
mem vel in had, is now as nothing unto them , they 
«um hci. are put out of their habitations, and car- 
ried captive into a ftrange Land. Now 
then from this precedent explication, 
wee inay obſerve this poſition. 
That it is a heavie judgement up- 
J on a people, when forraigners, 
Obſer:S when ſtrangers inherit their 
? Land , and poſlcfſe their habira= 
tions, [ſa. 1.7. Fere. 8. 9, 10. 

Houſes and poſſcfſions in themſelves are 
bleſſings,though nor alwayes of promiſe, 
yet at the leaſt of providence, Deut. 4. 20. 

Pſal. 58. 55. ——Gen. 17, 20. 
But what have this people done that 
they are throwne out of their houſes, 


ſtripe of their enjoyments,and thus ſadly 
 yeeld 


_ T p —— 
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yeeld up their poſſeſſions unto aliens? 
or for what particular finnes doth God 
bring this wofull calamitie upon a Na- 
elon ? 
{ Injuriouſnes to his Saints, por whae" 
Pſal.109. 2,3,4-11, 12. finnes God 
{ Oppreſling violence one caſts men 
I towards another, Ezek, ****f their 
| 7. 235 24- a: 
| Self-ith indulgence, x Sam. 
| 2. 29. 32. 

This the Lord | Senſull tecuritie, Zeph. 1. 
inflis ic, fore 12, 13. 
 Rejoycing at others Iof- 
| ſes, Ezek, 25. 3, 4. 
| Contempt of ſacreaOrdi- «+ 

nances , Jer, 6: 10, Il. 
| —8,9, 10. 
| Formality in his worſhip, 
C Hoſ. 7. 8,9. 

Corrolar: 1. Firſt, let thoſe that have 
been diſpoſſeſt amongſt us, lay their hands 
upon their hearts,confider ſeriouſly how 
farre they have been guilty of Tſraels fin, 
I wiſh they could waſh their hands, and 
plead the innocency of their ſoules, then 
they might take cheir diſpoſſeſſion as 
Gods probation, bur if they cannot, let 
them acknowledge divine juſtice, andin 
Read of bicing the lip for —— let 

nem 


dee nem 


7 
oe 
> 2 


Zions Sffcrings. 


— 


them humbly confeſſe that what is come 
upon thern, is but the produ@ of their 
owne finnes, | 
2. I wiſh from my very heart that Eng- 
land at this day did not hokd paralel with 
the Fewes in theſe impieties. Her guilt is 
too much apparant, he that runs may al- 


. ready reade ir, O that ſhe would repent : 


Repentance prevents judgements. But it 
not, let her expe& what came upon I/- 
rael, to be diveſted, to be ſtript of her en- 
Joyments, and to have aliens the poſſe(- 
ſors of her inheritance, 

3. Chriſtians, let not your poſſeſſions 
be the places of your reſt, let chem not in 
your eſtimate become the paradiſe of 
your ſoules, 1 Tim. 6. 17. Pſal. 62. 10. 
You cannot ſecure , what you have, your 


 Inhericances to your ſelves, Tſa. 22.17,18, 


19. fere. 9.19. Its Heaven not your pre- 
ſent poſſeſſions that is your home, Heb. 
I1.9, IO. 

4. Laftly, let us all endeavour after 
righteoulneſſe, let us be hambly, yet zea- 
louſly holy , that wee may fit under our 
owne Vines, not feare diſpoſſeſſion by 
ftrangers, and have God to write up- 


on our inhericances continuance to our 
ſelves, Pſal. 37. 3, 4.69. 35, 36+ Tſa:60. 


21, —6I. 3, 4, 5,6. 


Verl, 3: 


— | 
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Verl. 3. Vee are orphans, and fatber- Bj 


leſſe, our mothers are widows, 


| Set. x. The meaning, with the ſeveral in- 
' terpretations of the words, 


WAJ7 EE have in this Verſe miſerable 

objects preſented to'our thoughts, 
orphans and widows, perſons divelted of 
comfort, drftitute of reliefe, poore crea- 
tures, obnoxious to all injuries, wrongs 
and affronts whatſoever ; the lowneſſe of 
their hedge ſpeaks facilicie for oppreſſors 
to make their entry,Pro.23-10. And their 
deprivation of their fathers 8 husbands 
cells us, that their helpe, their ſtrength, 
and their glory is departed from ther. 
A ſad ſpectacle thus to ſee the children 
and women of that famous Citie Feruſa- 
lem, to goe up and downe wringing their 
hands,bedewing their cheeks with teares, 
and bemoaning their condition as alto- 
gether deſolare and forſaken. 

The Cbaldeans are notable fiſhers,at one 
draught they have pluckt up, & as pulld 
up, fo poſſeſſed themſelves of the Fewes 
cſtates, but this is not enough, they fur- 
ther adde afflition to the affli&cd, nei- 
ther the childrens cryes, nor the mothers 
_ teares, can move their bowels, _ 
the\ 


_.._ te we, 
C WT ? 


ee en eee EO IS 
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Mein ma: 


the husbands fortified the Ciie, and as 


trem, neſcit Jong as they could made oppoſition a- 


mfanem 
erudele bel- 
hen, 


Maldonet. 


Rabenw. 


Hug». 
4yra. 


gainft their fury,,now they conceive that 

in juftice, puniſhment muſt be inflied ; 

and therefore to make all ſexes, all de- 

grees miſerable at once,the husbands muſt 

either dye, or by a perpetuall ſeparation 

nn their wives for ever become their 
aves, 


Some would have this thrane to relate | 


Mt i WH 


=orns 


to the death of Fofiab, and to their loſle | 


of Zedekiah, now a Babyloniſh captive, 
becauſe that good Princes are fathers to 


the Country , Patriots to the Common» | 
wealth. Others conceive that herein they | 
chiefely complaine for the want of Gods | 


preſence and ſpeciall prote&ion, who ha- - 


Fg as it were — —_ to the 
ewiſhþ Synagogue, had engaged for ever 
© vp Cher w ry no. But I rather 
concurre with them, who look upon the 
women lamenting their widdowhood, 
and the children bewayling the lofle of 
their fathers, and themfelves now as no 
other then orphans, for its more then 
probable that ſome were ſlaine during 


the fiege by the Syrian Armie, and after 


the rendition of the City others were put 


to the ſword, or carried captive to re- 


mote places, orelſe ſent away to the ma- | 
ritane | 


a'n 
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ricane Townes to be ſhip for their pub- 
lique ſervice, inſomuch that the chiidren 


neither could enjoy their fathers, nor the 


wives their husbands, & therefore mighe 
very well take up this dolefull lamenta« 


tion ; We are orphans and fatherleſſe, our mo- 


thers are as widowes. 


Sed. 2. The expreſſions and aggravations of 
their miſerie, 


I cannot read the words, erphans, wid- 
dowes, but my heart bleeds to thinke of 
their miſeries. When David ſaid to the 
woman of Tekoab , What aileth thee, (hee 
thought ſhee had ſufficiencly ipoke her 
ſorrow, in ſaying,I am a widow,2 Sam.1 4. 
4 5- And for orphans of all others, they 
are the moſt ſubje& to violence, Fob 6.27. 
23+ 3.9. 

Ne Hebrewes call a widow, Almanah, 
a ſilent or a dumbe woman. 
*Shee cannot ſpeake for her ſclfe, ſuch is 
her griefe. | 

Shee dare not or may not declare her 

grievance, ſuch is her reſtraint. 

Fethomim, in che Originall, is as much 
as to be wichout a father, and ſuce ] am 
it i8 adeplorable condition to be father- 
leſſe children. For their hedge is low,they 
lye open to injurions avarice, & are con- 

rigually 


Zions Sufferings. 


tinualiy expoſed to oppreſſion, Ezek.22. 
7. Theſe want an eye for direQion,a hand 
tor prote&ion, and bowels for compaſſi- 
on;tor all theſe is the father in his indul- 
gence to the childe. What ſhall wee ſay 
then, are not the ſufferings, are not the 
ſorrowes and troubles of this Citie very 
dolorous, when her inhabitants are tur= 
ned out of dores, diſpoſſcft of all,and her 
women and children made widowes and 

orphans ? Thinke of it how you will. 
f [Ic isa fad thing when the ſword of 
an inraged enemy , makes many 
1 orphans, many widowes in a Na- 
| _— wu threatned as a moſt 
. J fearefull judgement to come-up- 
0b/. g on the Ea, ron 15. 7,8. And 
| that there was many widowes in 
the dayes of Elias, is related 2s 
matter of ſorrow by the Lord of 

C life, Luke 4. 25. 

C The ſtrength of a Common-wealth 
conliſts in the multicude of her men, 
theſe are as bullwarks, theſe are her 
| defence, and make her formidable to 

1 herfoes. Now take away theſe, and 
| whereas before ſhee was a terror to 

the enemy, ſhee forthwith becomes a 
| prey, and immediately Ilyes at his 
1} Mercy, Fere, 20.5. 


Order 
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O:der and union ſpeake beauty, both 

{ in ourfamilies,and in the kingdome, 

where's order, where's union, when 

20 men the heads of families, the bands 

of Nations are cut off by the oppreſ(- 

C ſing ſword, and women & children. 

Widowes and orphans in ſtead of rcu- 

ling,in ſtead of ordering.,are left one= 

3 ly in a capacity to bewayl their own 
ſorrowes. 

Corrolar. 1. As much as wee can let us 

prevent the cffufion of bloud, ler us land 

berwixt che porch and che Alcar,and cry, 


Spare thy people, and give not thy beritage to- 


the ſpoyle : Olet us entreat God not againe 


to ſex the ſwords point againftour gates, 
leaſt it fare with us as it did with Semaria,r. 


that our men fall before us, our women 
with childe be ript up,and our little ones 
be daſh in pieces before our eyes. The 
ſword knows no relations : why ſhould 


we delight in warre ? Its a ſad thing to 


have many widows and orphans in a N2- 
tion, ſurely its more ſad to make them, 
O then let us take heed wee promote nor 
differences, that we heighten nor our di- 
vifions,to the unſheathing of our ſword, 
wee may heare alreadie many calling at- 
terus, and crying to us , Wee are father- 


leſſe, and our mothers are as widowes. 
D 2 Corro. 


CC 
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Corr-1. 2. O I|.t us be humbled when 
men.are cut off, the honour of our Nati- 
on is ecclipſed, and our ſtrength is weak- 
ned, rhen will be a time of mourning. 
If chis ſhou!d tail out, it would call for 
ſorrow and ſadnefle to all our hearts, 
Fere. 9. 20, 21, 22. 

"his never comes upon a people, bur * 
:t pcakes the guilt of ingratitude, 
i< the pertin:cie and obduracie of their 
hea: ts betore the Lord, Ferem. 19. 

20, 21, | 
T This is evidentiail that-they bave been 
oppreflive themſe]ves, and therefore 
becaule they have been wichout mer- 
Cy , they finde no mercy from the 
hands of others, Exod. 22. 22, 23, 


'C_24- | 
O England, theſe are thy. fanries, how 
haſt thou rewarded evill for good ? how 
haſt thou withſtood chem, and ſtood out 
againſt them that have ſtood before God 
for thee,that wrath might be turned from 
thee. O how deafe art thou to the cryes 
of the widowes, and the t:ares of the or- 
phans, which ipeake but bread for their 
reliefe; nay, how hard-hearted art thou 
to thoſe children, to thoſe women, who 
have loſt their fathers, their husbands in 
thy own defence. Repent,repent,reforme 

ſpeedily, 


I 


Zions Sufferings. 


29 


ſpecdily, or elſe I f-are we ſhall (ay with 
our lamenting Prophet, Vee are orphans, 
and our mothers are 4s Wid-wes. 

Corrol. 3. Let wor the widow and the 
fatherleſſe be che objects of your {corne, 
they are here, you ſte, the ſubj-&ts of the 
Churches ſorrow. Ir. was a teftimony of 
great honour which Mathew of Weſt:nin- 
ſter gave Gilbert Biſhop of Cvich: ſter in the 


dayes of Edward+he fictt, That he was the 


father of orphans, and the comforter of wid- 
dowes ; [t will be your praiic thus co doe, 
take them then to your pitie, and well 
may you,for God hath taken them to his 
own care, Pſal. 49.9. 
Not to commitlerate them argues hy- 
14 pocritfie, at the leaſt no truth of Re» 
' ligion, James 1. 27. | 
If you addeto their affli tion, Heavens 
& woe like a Hu- and cry will purſue 
28 you at the heeles, the Lords curſe 
2 will ſeaſe upon your ſouls, Deut. 27. 
19. Ija.1o. 1, 2,3 
[ They are objeQs of pirie in the eye of 
| Jehovab, P(al. 68. 5. This was well 
knowne to Feremiah, and therefore 
3 he goes with this complaint unto the 
| Lord, Our children are- fatherleſſe, our 
Cc mothers are as widowes. 


D.3 .  Vaſh 
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Verl. 4. We have drunken our water 
for money,our wood is ſold unto as. 


SeR. 1. Common neceſſaries denied by adver- 
ſaries. 


[re and water are two neceflary ele- 

ments, but though God in nature 
have given theſe in common to his crea- 
tures, the Fewer being captives are now 
denicd them by their cruel] adverſaries; 
Time was when they could command the 
feilds, the wheat, the olives, & che wines, 
bur at this inftanc, ſuch is their miſerie, 


_ that they cannot ſo much as have wood 


or water without price, unlefſe for mo- 
ney. Townes beſicged, are many times 
much ſtraitned, when their wells are dry 
and their fewell ſpent, they cannot fetch 
ſupply withour danger to their perſons, 
it they procure it, irs cither by ſtealth, or 
for larze ſummes to their beſeigers, yea 
ſometin:cs after ſurrender, ſuch is the In= 
tumanicie of a conquering enemy, that 
the captived cannot bave common nece(=- 
{arics, but upon very hard termes ; this is 
thecaſe of the Fewes, and it ſpeaks the cru- 
elcie of the Chaldean enemie,for neither in 
the ſcidge, nor going from Feruſalem to 
Fabyion, can they have water, can they 
have wood, but, at a high rate. 


Ob/: 
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(Enemies makeprize ofall they can Nom Jadzos 
part with that comes to their [9 ligna 
hands, yea ſometimes they ſc]] beraſſe ſed 

| their very priſoners to ſtrangers; DNS toms 

Obſ: 5 and thus were the children ot Fe- Judemrum” 

r4ſalem ſold to che Gretians by the pretio ven- 
Aſſrians, that ſo they might be _ 
| ſ farre remote from the borders of =*'% 
& Judah, Zech. 11.5, Joel 3. 5, 6. 
Corrol. x. Let not any be fo graceleſle, 

lo deſperately wicked,as to wiſh that day 

wherein ſtrangers ſhall become our Ma- 

ſters, our Commanders ; if forreigners 

once come to be poſſcit of our cftates, wee 

may for ought wee know come to buy 

what was our own, wich our hire for 1: 

bour, for ſupport of life. 

Enemies are cruel! , they know this 

will be vexatious. 

Adverſaries are covctous,our ſpoyles, 
our moneys will be their riches. 

It is not water alone, or wood alone 0ur water, 

that is now defcQive, it is both water our wood, 

and wood that they are forced to buy. 
{ Warre ſeldom deprives us of a fin- 
gle mercy, it ſtrips us at once of 
08(:4 many neceflaries, Lam. 4.1,2,3,45+ 
* It takes away gold, filver, poſſcſ- 
fions, habitations, viuals, wood 


- t and water from its captives. 
D-4 Mens 
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{Mens mercies are cruelties, Fere. 6. 22, 

| 23. They roar upon their approaches, 

bur they will teare you, at the leaft 

5 ſripyou of all upon. their entries. O 
'| then implore Heaven chat the ſad e- 
( ventsof war may nor be your portion, 


SeR. 2. Wood and water ſweet mercies. 


Ubiq; aqua Itis not water for their cattell , water 

communi: , to wath with, or water to uſe about their 

Juderum O dyer, that they are compelled to pur- 

—_ chaſe, neither is it wood for great build- 

teſt vena- i0gs and ſumptuous edifices, that they 

are forced to pay for;lt is water to drink, 

and wood for fire, that they cannot now 

have,though in time paſt their own with- 

out their money : the want of the one to 

quench their chirſt, & the other co warme 

their bodies,is now the matter of this ſad 
complaint. 

Such ſcarcity of wood and water will 
ſpeake them more then the gifts of na- 
cure, 

CThe want of theſe is the ſad fequell of 
divine juſtice , as well as the produ& 
of the w_—_— of their ſou)s. If God 

12 break the ſtaffe of bread in Feruſalem, 


| and caufe them ro eate it by weight, 
| and ro drink their water by meaſure, 


with care,and with aftoniſhment,then 
he 
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he brings a heavy, yea one of his ſo- 
reſt judgemenrs upon chem for cheir 


ſinnes, Iſa.3. x. Ezek.4.16, 17. Jorl.1- 


I9. 

Theſe in plenty are evidenrtiall tokens 
of Heavens mercie, Dent. 8. 7, $, 9. 
Foſh.15. 19. Foſh. 17. 15. Pro, 26.20. 
Tſa. 4.1. 17, 18, 19. 

Corrol. 1. With Solomon prize them,make 
much of them when you doe injoy them, 
Eccleſ. 2.6. 

To be deprived of theſe, though they 
1<4 be loukrt upon as common favours, 
will be your miſery, Ferem. 14. 3, 4- 
You may come to adventure hard tor 
them, even with the hazard of your 
lives, if your enemies once come for 
to polleiſe them, 1 Chro. 11. 17, 18, 
or ter now feels the want of them, 
34 for her adyerfaries fet a price upon 
them, Lam. 5. 4. | 

2. Let the Caldear tyrannie, and the Ba- 

byloniſh cruelsy, each us not to be too 


neare to others in thoſe things which- 


God in nature holds out in common to 
our neighbours as well as our (clves. The 
deniall of bread and water to Davids ſer- 
vants lies as a brand upon Nabal to this 
day, 1 Sam. 25. 11. Not togive water to 


the weary, and bread go the hungry, may 
| ; juſtly 


ad 
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juftly be put into the bill of mans indite- 
ment at the day of judgement, Job 22. 7. 


Set. 3- We muſt not ſit faſt upon our preſent 
enjoyments. 


Full lictle did theſe Fews in their pro- 
ſpericie think that their water ſhould be- 
come their charge, and that their wood, 
their fire, ſhould be ſold to themitelves for 
money ; From whence we notre; 

Obſer.That Chriſtians oughc to fit looſe 
upon their injoyments,and to look upon 
themſelves as ſtrangers and pilgrimes in 
their moſt ſure poſſeſſions. Why ſhould 
they ſet their eyes upon that which isnot, 
thebeſt of riches make themſelves wings, 
and flee as an Eagle from our (elves, Prov. 
23. 4, 5- Doe fot glory, be not proud of 
what you have now at your owne com« 
mand, Fccleſ.5. 13. Fere. 9. 23, The tyde 
may curne,your condicion may alter and 
not your ſ{<c]ves, not your friends, but 
your enemies may be,their poſleſſors. 

Corrol. Though wee way complaine, 
we muft not murmure, we muſt in pati- 
ence polſefſe our ſoules, when our very 
neceflaries become a prey to others. 
Thus did the primitive Chriſtians in 
their great afflitions, Heb. 10, 34. Heb. 
11, 37, 3% 


Verſ. 5. 
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| Ver. 5. Our necks are under perſecu- 


tron, we labour, and have no reſt. 
Sect. 1- The words explained. 


kHz you havea further degree of the 
Charches miſery, cauſed by the ty- 
ranny of her triumphing and inſulting 
adverſary,now they tie ropes about their 
necks to lead them captive to Babylon, or 
chey lay burdens upon their necks and 
ſhoulders, to make their march more te- 
dious to their ſpirice. But it may be their 
menaces of hanging and cutting off their 
heads is their preſent perſecution, if nor 


as the word in the originall will beare it, Nizdaph in 


they drive them like afſes with heavy lug- #* 


gidge upon cheir backs, that ſo they may | An 
adde unto their aftfifion. This is the mi- jgujficee, 


fcrable ſervitude of a conquered people, 
this is the inſulting & domineering pride 
of a potent and viQorious enemy. Time 
was when the verygeports of Iſrael tooke 
hold of the inhabitants of Paleſtina, and 
their approaches cauſed the Dukes of E- 
dom to ſtand amazed, and the mighty men 
of Moab to tremble, but now the ſpeeches. 
of her adyerſaries like thander , ſounds 
her terror, and the weights that they Jay 
upon her are heart-breaking to her ſpiric,, 

27 Obſerv. 
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_ Obſerv. When enemies come in power, 
menaces,& inſultacions,ſpeake the pride, 
the venome,and bicterneſs of cheir hearts, 
whileft the Zgyptians are Ifraels Maſters, 
they will make their lives biccer with 
hard bondage in morter, and cauſe them 
to lerve with :igour, Exod. 1, 13, 14: The 
Fewes expeted iome eate from Rehoboam 
the tuccetſor of Solomon when he came to 
the Kingdome, bur when he had got the 
Crowne ſet upon his head , then in ftead 
of hearkening to their petitions, or yeel- 
ding to their intreatics,he tel!s chem that 
whereas his father made their yoke hea- 


. vie, he will make it more ponderous ; 


and whereas Solomon chaſtized them with 
whips, he will now ſcourge them with 
ſcorpions, 1 King. 12. 14. Enemics are the 
beſt pleaſed when Gods people howle 
through the violence of their preſſures, 
T/a. 52. 5. Its muſick to their eares when 
Heavens darlings are taken up into the 
lips of talkers, become the ſong of the 
drunkards,and the infamie of che people, 
Ezeh. 36. 2,3. Such an adverſary would 
Pail have been to the Saints at Damaſcus, 
had he not been converted, AFs g. 1,2. 
Such a tyrant, ſuch a cyger was Diotre- 
phes co the Church of God, Fob. 3. 9, 


IQ. 
| Set. 2. 


| 
| 
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Set, 2. Inſultations, aggravations of the 
Charches miſeries. 

You may ſce by the deportment of theſe 
Afſyrians to the Jewes, what was their dif- 
poucions, what was their natures ? ſurely 
we may ſay of them as Chriſt of the Pha- 
riſces, that they are no better then a gene- 
ration of Vipers : had they been good, they 
could not have ſpoke fo much evill co the 
diſcouragement of this people ; had they 
not been wicked they would not have 
been thus helliſhly tyrannous to their de- 
preflſed caprives : their words, their a&+ 
Ings ſpeake the inſolency of their ſpirits, 
their threatnings with their impolſitions 
are more then ſufficiently declaratives of 
ſorrow, of miſery to theſe conquered 
Fewer. If you open the veſſel], you may 
taſt the liquor. You may judge of wicked 


mens hearts by their ſpeeches, by their u- 


ſage of the Saints, Maith. 12.34. Their in- 
ſultations are aggravations of the Chur- 
ches griefe, by ſuch meanes they ftrive 
forthwith,if poſſible, as co put her out of 
hopes, ſo wholly to ſpeake daurting and 
deje&ion to her ſoule, 7 
OBſ: Inſulcations in miſery ſpeake the 
"2 heightening of our ſorrow. 
Corrol. If ever you fall into the hands of 


men, vexatious men , bloudy men , men. 


$Kkiliall 


OL EFIS 


—  — 


—— —_— — 
————. te ———_— 


q 
| 
| 

(| 
|| 


— 
CORR 2". 


Zions Sufferings. 


—C—CC = 


skilfull co deftroy,let their menaces,their 
exations blow up the embers of your 
devotions, kindle the coales of divine af- 
fe&ions, and excitate your prayers to the 
Lord of Heaven. 
Prayers againſt them, 2 Sam. 15. 31. 
Pſal 59. 12, 13. 
Prayers for your ielves, Pſal.64. 2, 3, 
4> 52 6,7. AQ. 4.29. 


Set. 3. Wicked men care not what they doe 
to augment the troubles of the Saints. 


Burt what doth Nebuchadnez&ar the King 
of Babylon to theie the Princes and people 
of Iſrael, that they cry out of perſecuti- 
on ? The Chalde paraphraſt tells us that 
he cauſed the book of the Law which he 
tooke out of the Temple at Hieruſalem, 
tO be ſewed together,and being ſewed up 
like facks to be filled with little ſtones 
Iying upon the ſhore of Euphrates, and ſo 
for the imbictering of their bondage, and 
augmenting of their ſorrow, to be layed 
upon their necks to carry into the Land 
of their captivitie. Indeed its more then 
probable that this was a parc of that hel- 
liſh facriledge and diabolical wickednes, 
for which he is threatned by the Lord Je- 
hovah, feel 3.5,6,7, 8. So that now here 


you ſee 5 | 
” Obſer: 
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Obſer: That men of corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faich, & wholly 
Achciſticall in their ſpirits,matrer not of 
ſacriledge, care not what baſeneſſe-and 
violence they offer to divine principles 
and facred oracles, fo thas by ſo doing, 
they can but accompliſh their defignes, 
ſatiare theic Jufts, and grieve the Saints. 


Set. 4. The reaſon why their necks are ut» 
der perſecution, 


But why do they complain of the yoke, 
the burden, the perſecution upon cheir 
necks, what were not the reft of their 
members ſenſible of the preſſure ? chough 
the reſt were affe&ed, yet now theprinci- 
pall weight lies upon their necks,becaufe 


themſelves had ever bin a ſtiffnecked peo- 


| 


plebefore the Lord, Iſa. 48. 4. Fere.7. 25, 
26. Ezek. 22. 29. And ſo now becauſe 
they had hardened their necks, and flood 
out ſtifly and proudly againſt Gods com- 
mands, their necks muſt ſtoop to the Ba- 
bylmmiſh yokes, Dent. 28. 47,48. 2 Chro.36. 
11,12, 13, &c- 


You may ſometimes reade a peoples Corrolar- 


) fimio the puniſhments that are laid 
upon them by the Lord , Hoſea 4. 6. 
/ I 4. Zech, 7.12, 13+ | | 
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Wee labour, 


If you will not acknowledge your 
tranſgreſſions , Heavens judgements 
2% upon your ſelves ſhall one day pro- | 
claime your finnes, your iniquity to 
the whole world. 

Compare your ſufferings with your 
3% finnes, and acknowledge divine ju- 

ſtice in all your ſorrowes. 
The rod ſpeaks Gods offencegas well 
as your ſtart. 


Sea. 5. Sorrow without intermiſſion very 
grievous. 


Intermiſſions are mercies,but preſſures 


and have no continued are very tedious ; hope defer- 


reſt. 


red breaketh the heart, and miſery daily 
augmented cannot but be crufhing and 
ſqueezing to the ſpirit. Such is the crou- 
ble now of the daughter of Hieruſalem, 
her labour is neceſſicated daily , by her 
owne «xigents, and her enemies crueltic, 
ſo that now lhe doth as it were take up | 
Davids quamdiu, how long ſhall they con- 
tinue, the hath no liberty for cefſation, 
all her labour will ſcarce baic her needs, , 
whatſoever ſhee earnes muſt not recruice 


her loſſes, as faſt as ſhe gets it the Caldeans . 


require ir, it muſt not inrich her, ſhe mult 
have but from hand to mourh , ſhe's like 


quickly to ſtarve, it ſhee will not v—_— 
or 


emma, 
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for more; and thus {he labours, and hath no 
reſt, 
F Wicked men when they ger 
Gods people under their com- 
1< mands, are very infaciable in 
cheir exaAtions , Exod. 5. 7, 8. 
Lam. 1. 3. 

_ The nie <5 of nefarious wret- 
ches are tedious and dolorous 
20 to the Church, Pſal.74. 7, 3.9, 
10. Pſal.94. 3, 4, 5, 6. Habbaks 

I. 3, 3, 4. Revel. 6.10. 

But what have this people done that 
they can have no laxation,no eaſe no reſt 
in the land of Babylon, ſurely there is fom- 
thing in the hard uſage of her enemy, in 
her preſent reſtlets condition that ſpeaks 
her finne ? 


IT 


There be two fins in ſpeciall for which why God 


God brings this evill upon a people, vio- 
lence to others, Fere. 51. 34, 35. 38. an 


brings 
d trouble 
wichour 


inſatiablenefſſe or reftleſnefſe in the wayes ;nrermim- 
of {inne. Ics very likely God now payes on upon 8 
her home with her owne coyne, ſhce hath people. 


been exaQting and grating upon her ſer= 
vants, ſhe is now a ſervant, and her m3» 
fters doe the like unto her {clfe,ſhe would 
not ceaſe or reſt from fin, now God hath 
Jaid reftleſnetle upon her ag a puniſhment 
for finne. O let us Jay this to heart, theſe 

| things 
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things cry againſt England betore the 


Lord. 

"Let us Tearne to ſerve Gcd, that we 
may never hecome ſcrvants to for- 
reigners, ſervants to our adverſaries, 
Pſal.105.434,4.4345; T/a. 45+ 13, 14. 

Its Heavens judgement to be their 
{lzve, Ezek. 23. 28, 29. 

{Ifcver ir fhould be rhat we come under 
the continued and tedious yoke of an 
oppreſling power, let us make our 
moane to God, yet not deſpairing, 

| but ſo as to confide in God, Tſa.14. 1, 

( 2, 3. Habb. 3, 17, 18- 


y1 


Verl. 6. We have given the hand fo the 
Aeyptians, and to the Aſſyrians, 
to be ſatisfied with bread. 


Sect. x. A further degree of Hieruſalems 


miſerie. 


FT His verſe 13 deſcriptive of their pc- 
verty,poverty in cxtremitygfor ſuch 
15 their penury, that they are enforced to 
engage tO an cnetmy, yea £O beg for bread 
of a covetous and a cruell adverſary, 

A man that is falling puts.out his hand 
tO another to uphold him, Theſe capti- 
vel Fewesarcin a cadent condition, they 


appie- 
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apprehend themſelves through want of 
ſuſtinance ready to fall into the pit of 
death, and therefore their hand ſtretchc 
out to the Aſſyrian ſpeaks their defire,and 
their deſire is but tor bread to preſerve 
their lives. | 

There be various Expoſitions of theſe 

words. 


— — 


i. To bein, or under the hands of o- Severall 
hers, emblematizech ſervitude in a high <x*poſiri- 


degree, Exoed.18.10. Luk.1. 74. This peo- 
ple 18 content to become their {laves, that 
they may have but food for to fill their 
bellies. | 

Dedimus & ſubjicimus & quaſi mancipia 

fegyptijs & Aſſyrijs ſervivimus ut panem 
lucraremur quo viitaremus, & trahere- 

mms erumnoſam animam. 
They that come under the power 
| J of Conquerors muſt expect want, 
Obſ:I\ and in that want very bard {lave- 
? ry to themſelves, Nehem. 9. 36,37- 

Iſa. 1 4. 3. 

2. Their patringg our the hand is but 
their begging of an almes, Lem. 1. 17. 
Time was when {hee had bread and water 
o: her owne to give to her priſoners at 
warre, 2 King, 6. 22. But now her felte 
beeing ſubdued by the ſword, is glad to 
crouch, and crouching to bcg tor a peice 
of bread. E 2 Obſ: 


ons of the 
words. 


2 Expoſits. | 
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(They that bave Ttormiciimes wal- 
lowed in pleniy , and <njoyed 
great proſperity, may be fo exi- 
led from their meanes, and (o 

Obſ: 5 ftript ot their eſtates, that they 
may be niecefliated to crave ree 
licte, and to beg for the mainte- 

[ nance of : heir lives, 1 Sam, 21. 3, 
Cc Luk 15.16, 17. Lam. 1. 11.-4-4.5. 

Cone. Though you bc gudly, and as 
god)y to wealthy, promile not ever a- 
buundance to your (elves. 

Plenty is nor entayled to perpetuity. 
Riches are uincertaine, 1Tzim. 6. 17. They 
may be (hine to day, aiid chy enemies to 
MOrrow. 

The worſt uſually have the moſt of 
wealth, 7ob 21.13, 14. Pſal. 17.14 They 
are graces not riches that are Gods jew- 
els, which he gives ro his precious Sainte, 

Though not dire&ly for finne, yet for 
tryall through the oppreflion of others, 
poverty may fall upon the bift of Gods 
indeered {crvante. 

Never ler your plenty, your richcs, be 


the choiceſt objcRs in your affc&ions, 


ſacisfhe you, Eccleſ. 4.8, 
Theſe cannot<({an&ifie you,tTim. 6.9,10. 
| tave you, Prov. It. 4. 
Chriſt is the beſt gaine, he is the riches, 
the 
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the bread that will never faile, Fob.6 35. 
The worlds felicitics like Lotteries doe 
bur fill the head with hopes,and che hearr 
with blankes. 

Judgenot raſhly of any becauſe of po- 
yerty. 

God hath but recalled what he lent 
them for a time. 

They vere but Stewards, the Maftcr 
hath taken what they were entruſted with 
unto himſclte. 

What they now want they may come 
hereafter to enjoy in a greatcr mealure, 
Job 42, 10, 

Cares and feares doe not now trouble 
them as they did before. 

Poore men fit merrily by their owne 
fires, whileft rich men fcare they ſhall be- 
come a prey tO rovbers. 

Nadum latro dimiſit , in objeſ/d via pax 
 paupert. 
Chriſt, though poore, eff.Red rhe work 
of ſalvation for our ſoules, 2 Cor. $. 9. 
Men may be beggars, and yet heircs of 
Heaven, Fames 2. 5. 
Looke at their worth, not theic wants. 
Marmure nor when you are in exigents, 
Heb. 10. 34. Heb. 11. 37. but erquireout 
the cauſe, that ſo you may remove evill 


from your ſelves. Expoſtulate the caſe 
| E 3 with 
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with God, tay to him with Rebekab, Why 
are we thus ? Gen. 25, 22. Itis very likely 
he will tcl] you that you have forſaken 
him the living fountaine, & digged wells 
that will hold no water for your ſelves, 
Fere.2. 13. or it mgy be he will charaQa- 
rize your particular finnes before you. 
\ cafting contempt upon Heavens or- 
dinances, 1 Sam. 2,17. 36. 
oppreſſion and injuriouſnefſe to o- 
Ae thers, Amos 4. 1. 6. x 
'\ excefle in the uſe of the creatures, 
Hoſ. 13. 6. Pre. 23.21. 
ingratitude for received mercies, 
i Dent. 28. 47, 48- 56,57: | 
Bring poverty, bring penury upon 
a people. | 
2. Men formerly to ratife their words, 
to confirme their promiſes, gave the hand 
each to other, 2 King. 10.15. Prov. 6. 1. 
Fz:k-17-18. fo that what the Fewes now 
doe, is a covenanting with, and a ſwear- 
ing fealry to adverſe powers. A fad en- 
g. cement when a pcopie mult ratifie their 
pcacezble continuance inmiſerablethral- 
dome with their own tongues, with-their 
own hands. | | | 
Obſerv. Sad promiſes, ſad covenants, 
and engagements, may be extorted by 
enemies tcom their captives, Thus would 


Nahaſh 


Lions Sufferings. 


Nahaſh the Ammonite have dealt with the 
men of Fabeſb-Gil-ad, 1 Sam. 11. 2. And 
thus did the inhabirants of Saumaria ſfub- 
{cribe to Febu, when he had cauſed ſeyen- 
ty of Ababs tonnes to loole their heads, 
2 King. 10.5: 

Its but policy in Conquerors for their 
owne fafery to iweare the people unio 
chemſclves. 

Oaths, engagements keep men in awe, 
for ſhould they violate their fait, they 
put a great advantage for the encreale ot 
their miſery, yea for their owne deaths 
into their enemies hands, 

You may here ſee by the Fewes giving 
the hand ro the Aſſyrians to be ſacisfied 
with bread, that lite is ſweet, that want 
of ſuſtenance for its preſervation will 
make the ftouteſt, the proudcſt co crouch 
co adverſe powers. Thus to doe was the 
reſolve of theLepers, 2 King. 7. 4. 

Obſerv. Life is natures choiceſt Jewel]. 


rr ent net ney —_ 


Eſau will part with his birthrighc rather Gen.25.32 


then this gemme 3; the feare of irs lofſe 


made Eſther petition the King, yea it is ſo Efth.7.3,4. 
deare that as the Devill (aid ro Fob, Skin Job 2. 4. 


for thin, and all that a man hath will be give 
for his life. 
Death looks gaftly, it is rex terrorum, a 


formidable and a dreadtull encryy. This 


E 4 made 


—— 


48 | Zijons Sufferings. 
made Facob upon his brothers approach, 
ſo fervent in prayer unto his God, Gen. 


32.11. 
Men are ſubje& to looke but to men, 
they conceiprt tnat the keyes of life and 


—_—_— 


death hang at their enemies girdle, that - 


the ſole power of theſe is in the hands of 
men. 


4 Expofitz; 4. The Septuagint would have it that 


the Aryptians and the Aſhrians gave the 
hand to the Fewer, though their captives, 
to vouchſate them a continued reliefe, 
and well mighe they , for though they 
were become their priſoners, yet they 
were their fe]low-ereatures; and the ve- 
ry Heathens doe not uſually turne away 
their eyes from their owne fleſh. 

Obſerv Bread with ordinary commo= 
ditics, are nor the worſe to be thought of 
becauſe nor in our friends hands, becauſe 
In the hands of our oppoſers. 

[Irs pride where we appreh+nd enmitie, 
{ not to commer ce, nor to ſeek ro them 
In caſe of neccfſicie., 
5; The envy, che hatred, the malice of the 
owner,makes not the commodity un- 
L uſefull for us, or to us. 

Oblery. Preſent maintenance, or re- 
Jiefe from enemies , may be expe&ed by 
the Saints, | | 

A Ju- 
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FA Judas may be Chriſto theſaurarius, and 
| | ſuch mens bags are tor common uſe. 
Though our adverſaries may have the 
{ creatures in their poſſeſſions, yet the 

3 righc of proprietie is in the Saint. 

| 


The hearts of the moſt cruell are in 
| Gods hands, he makes theſe many 
|  & times helpfull ro his choſen ones. 
Verl. 7. Our fathers have ſenned, and 
are not an4 we have borne their ini- 
quities. 


Set. 1. The tearmes unfolded, 


Eremiah, as ſome conceive, doth not Delife me- 
:@ che part of the carnall Fewes, as J9'# 7mme- 
repining at heir preſſures , as grum- 7 = 

bliag and murmuring at their affliftions, : 
they doe not ſay wee are innocent, our 

fathers were the rebells, bur loe juſtice 
contrary to juſtice hath ſeaſed upon our 

ſelves, had theſe been their expreſſions, 

they would have contradidged their own 
confeſſion, verſ. 16. where they cry out, 

Woe unto us becauſe that wee have ſinned: 

nay, he rather aggravates their (utferings 

from the long continuance of their for- 

rowes: Their fathers were dead, and juſtly 


* Plagued according to their demerits,they 
| would 
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would have God to comniiſerate their 
caſes, to turne from the fiercenefle of his 
wrath, and no longer to continue thgſe 
ſad evills co their pofterities ; yea further 
the Prophet ſeemes to ſpeake compara- 
tively as it the puniſhment of their fa 
thers, however ſharpe, was but ſhore, but 
their ſorrows ſpeake encreaſe and conti- 
nuance ta their ſoulee, 

Obſerv. When in the dep:hs of our di- 
ſtrefſe the iniquitie of our forefathers 
comes to our rememberance,at once they 
aggravate our finnes, and augment our 
ſorrows, 2 King. 22. 13. Dan. 9. 16, ere. 
I4. 19, 20. 

When God comes to finde finne ſuc- 
cefſive in generations, the laſt ſhall be ſure 
to drinke deep of the cup of divine ven- 
geance, Nebem. 9. 34,35. and 38. ferem. 4. 
24, 25. | 

Corrolar.2. When anceftors finnes are not 
our cautions, Ezech. 18. 14. it deeply 
aggravates the guilt of our ſoules, Nehem. 
13-18, Ezrag.7. Fere. 16. 11, 12, 13. 
Zech. 1.45, 6c | 

3. The longer Heavens patience is abu - - 
ſed, the greater and more dreadful] is the 
wrath of God that is deſerved, Rom. 2. 4, 
5- Rom. 1.18, fere. 49. 9, 10, 11. 

You ſee from hence that children are 
ſome- 
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ſometimes puniſhed for the iniquities of 


their deceaſed fathers. This is canfeſt by 


Hezekiabh to the Congregation 'of the 
houſe of Iſrdel,z Chron. 29. 6,7, $,9. And 
this js granted to be a truth by Ferem 32. 
r8. for God is ajealous God, and vitts- 
the ſinnes of progenirors upon their ifſues 


unto the third 2nd fourth generation of 


them that hate him, Exod. 20. 5. He may 
ſeeme for a ſeaſon to winke at the evill 
of our doings, but he can finde a time to 
puniſh them in our pofterities. And thus 
long after the death of Manaſſes, for his i- 
dolatry, bloud: ſhed, and crreltie, he feac 
the Chaldems,the Syrians, the Moabites,and 
the children of ' Ammon againſt Jehoiahim, 
SEM TC2, 57D 
If we promote finne by indulgence, or 
by example in our pofterities, we ſhall 
1be ſure to entayle judgement upon 
Our iffue, 1 Sam. 2. 29. 34. 36+ 
It God eſpie wilde grapes in our 
mouths as well as in our fathers, Hea- 
25 vens' juſtice ſha)l chen make us preſi- 
dential] unto others, Ezek.18. 2,3, 4- 
_  ©urimitatur, gravater, Grego. 
veſt. Bur how can it ſtand with divine 
juſtice, that theſe Fewes ſhould beare the 
Iniquitics of their fathers ? | 


» 


Anſ.1, 
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codifinheric thepoſtericy of tray= 
cors ? 
[s ic not <quity in the husband to put 
away his aduiterous wife, with her 
illigicimace of-ſpring ? Fere. 3. $. 
: King, 14. 10, 21. 21, 23. Hof. 2. 


2. 4, $- | 
Ai - they to be blamed, who breake the 
Cockatrice egges, who deſtroy the 

; whelps of wolves, and che brouds of 
{erpents ? God knoweth b:fore we be 
what we will be, ' 
Children are many times Executors, 
chey enter upon their fathers finnes, 
and you know that in juſtice the «xc- 
—_ may be ſued, the debtor being 
dead. 


[s ic injuſtice in Princes and States | 
Anſ.1 


7:,d may punith the finnes of the pa- | 
(ents upon the children, and yer the | 


:auſe of the puniſhment may be in 

5] .hemfclves » Hoſ. 4, 12, 13, Axif any 

being ſick of the plague inteR others, 

every one that dyes,is ſaid ro dye,not 

C of others, but of his owne plague. 

The Lord may Jay it upon the childe, 

hat che facher ſeeing the ſonne puni- 

'hed, * may repent him of his owne 
Ynne, 


Fathers 


a 
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Fathers doe not ſo much grieve for 
their owne death, as for the death of 
cheir children, eſpecially when they 
rhemſe]ves are the cauſe thereof. 

Had cheir parents been good, had they 
been pious aid z:alous for God, there 
would have been no ground, no cauſe 
for this complaint ; they could nos then 
have ſid: Our fathers iniquitie is layd as a 
burden upon our ſhoulders. 
irs good tu begood parents,paren= 
tall holinefſe is advantagious to 
poſteritie, P/al 102. 28. P/al. 112. 
t, 2. Pro. 14. 26. ere. 32. 39- 

Excmplarie piety in the fathers makes 
19 an impreſſion upon the childrens 

{ hearts, Zech. 10. 7. 
Heavens berediQioc: deſcends from the 
parenrs to the chiJdren, A. 2.39. 
+ icked fathers infelicitate their poſte» 
3 


Obſ: 


ritie, Feb 5. 3, 4. The Jewes were very 
unhappie parents, Matth. 27. 25. 
Cruenti genitores qui ante fatti ſunt par- 
ricide quam parentes, Auguſt. 
Cerrol; Children plead if you can your 


| anceſters integritie before the Lord. 


The fathers pietie is the childs privi- 
ledge. Pſal.116.16. Pſal. $6. 16, 1 Kings 8. 


. 23. 24, 25. 


Lec us labour tg be good our fclves, 
| | and 
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and to plant holineſs in our families, that | 


fo we may have Gods bleſſings eſtated up- 


ON OUr TY Gen. 18, 19. 


— 


Verſ. 8. Servants have hd over us, 


———_ CC oo e—_—— 


' theres none that doth deliver 15 out | 


of their hand. 


Set. 1. A patheticall expreſſion of ber mi ery | 


m frve particulars, 


Ow is the proverb verified', That 


ces and Nobles bold their ſtirrops ; Iſrael teſti- 


ence, for the that was ſometime the Lady 
and the Miftris of Kingdomes,the Princeſs 
of Provinces, and tor ſtate and riches the 


ſervants ride 6n borſebacke,and Prin- | 


—— 
D ==> M4 


fies the truth hereof, by her ſad experi- ' 


admiration of rhe whole world, 18 now ' 


become a ſervant, not to ſome mighty 
Monarch, or to ſome great G:nera]l, for 
ſo to have been ,had been ſome part of ho- 
nour, but ro ſervants, the worlt of fer=- 


vants, the molt harth, rigid,and vexatious . 


ſervants, the {crvants ot her cnemics. 

2. Kings and great Commanders when 
they take many priſoners in'their warres, 
chey commit them to the charge of their 
under-offi:ers, they keep them nor, they 


look por to them chemiclves z thus dealesg 
Nebu- 


= 23 a od. (ni win wo ano ac 
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Nebuchadnezzar the King of Babylon with 
the inhabicauts of Hierujalem ; he makes 
meane Suuldiers his Marſhells, cruell fel- 
lowes their keepers; and thus they be- 
come {laves to ſervants, and are at their 
commands. 

3. When Great perſons who have flood 
upon the pinacle of honour, fall into the 
pit ot {lavery, they are objeits of compaſ- 
fon to him that is not devoyd of bowels ; 
Now for this people who were a royall 
Priefthoud, Heavens darlings,and the ſons 
of the <ternall and eycrliving God, thus 
to become ſervants to ſervants, yea vaſſals 
and fſaves to the baſeſt ſervants, cannot 
but aff«& chem that have bur a ſparke of 


naturall aff: Rion in their ſoules, there- 


fore why ſhould we not cloſe with his 
lamenting Prophet in his complaint of 
their ſervicude; for ſurely thus to ferve 
their adyerſaries, the ſervants of their 
adverſaries, cannot but be the worſt of 
bondage. 

4. As great perſons look upon it as too 
mean for them,as below theſeives,to lead, 
to command, or to ſtrike their captives ; 


; fo theſe Fewes take ic as one of the greatelt 


| 


parts of their milery, that ſervants, iniul- 
ting,domineering ſervants, ſervants more 
barbarous, more rigid then their Maſters, 


ſuch 
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ſuch ſervants as will a& any cruelty to 
ſatisfic their Maſters mindes, ſh-uld now 
become their Lord . Yea there is in this a 
further addition yet unto their afflition, 
for time was when the Syrians , the Moa- 
b;res.the Ammonites and Id:means were her 
tributerics, her ſervants, 2 Chron. 18. 2, 
6. 13, And now for hcr to become a ſer» 
van: , Nay a ſlave to her owne ſervants, 


muſt needs ſtrike deepe into her heart, 


wound her ſpirie, and heighten her ſor- 
row. To be taunted, to be derided, to be 
abuſed by men of honour is a great trou- 
ble, but to be thus dealt with, to be thus 
uſed by inferior perſons, men every way 
beneath us, this, this is cucting to our 
very (oules. 

5. Servitude it ſelfe is dolJorous, but 
continued ſervitude, ſervitude withour 
hope of freedome, ſervitude ſpeaking tru- 
firation to all expeRation of liberty, this 
is very miſerable, even intolerable to 
think upon, ſuch is the caſe of theſe poore 
diftrefſed creatures. Servants are their ru- 
Jers, and there ;s none to deliver them out of 


their bands. 


$ Servile {lavery to any is a wofull 
\ Obſ: 3 


$7 
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miſery, Ncke. 5. 5. Nebe. 9. 36, 


Gonghybets Facamantionagt. » 
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'C Thar the Churches enemies. may prove 1 
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d- the more VEXALLOUS, they. common ove gms 

er : give up their captives £0 cheir ſer= wos Core Ee 
Ze '.vants:, Nebhe. 5. 1 Pw Copb="! 


_ { Servants be their maſters, never fo WIC pews new fair c 


8, |  ked, never ſo cruell. . + *".« conpard, des 
bt, | | 1. Will conforme their a&ings to their lere compet- 2 
= | | commendss ovid-being de ties =Þ 'B 


| 5 
xe | ?..Chaldeans promote miſchiefe;and mi- be 
| | ſery to che Church, Pro.29. £2. 2 Sam. imocens, = 
Is |. $34.30, TJ Sam, 21. 31. 21 
| Ta.Servants arethe firecf infleoncnes for __ 
ſy , fo baſe a ſervice. | b_ 
\,They are proud, Prov. 30,21 22. - 231 © 
"They are. molt } imperious. wi 
-come to colnmand. _ 
5 J\Meannefſe exalted Gre ect 
| | becauſe advanced. I, | 
Hamon not honoured would es 
e | all the Fewes deftroyed. * 


# Fhey are coverous. : 2-2 
z Such will exattall, nothing muſt eſe SY 
| cape themſelves. " 
l They come-whh . empty fomacks, | Bo” 
p they call for continuall ſapply- * » *-* 
Gaine is their God, oppreſlion muſt | 4 
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tuck ſervants us will a& any cruelty to 
ſatisfie their Maſters mindes, ſh:uld now 
become their Lords, Yea there is in this a 
fur ther addition yet unto their afflit:on, 
fr time vas when the Syrians, the Moa- 
b.ies.the Ammonites and Id:mens were her 
triduterics, her ſervants, 3 Chron. 18. 2, 
6 13. And now for her to become a ſer- 
Ven: , Nay a ſlave to her owne ſervants, 
wuſt needs ſtrike deepe into her heart, 
wound her ſpirie, and heighten her for- 
row. To be taunted, to be derided, to be 
abuſed by men of honou: is a great trou- 
ble, but to be thus dealt with, co be thus 
uſed by inferior perſons, men every way 
beneath us, this, this is cutting to our 
very ſoules. 

5. Servitude it felfe is dolorous, but 
continued ſervitude, ſervitude withour 
hope of freedome, ſervitude ſpeaking tru- 
firation to all expeAation of liberty, this 
is very miſerable, ev:n intolerable to 
think upon,fuch is the cafe of theſe poore 
diſtretled creatures. Servants are their ry- 
Jers, and there ;s none to deliver them out of 
their bands. 

Scrvile {lavery to any is a wofu)l 
Obſ: 1.4 miſery, Ncke. 5. 5. Nehe. g. 36, 
37s 
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Servicude to ſervants, ipeaks Hea- 


2< vens jultice for mans Iniquiczes, Gent 
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=Thac the Churches enemies may prove 
the more vexatious, they commonly 
give up their captives to their ſer- 


" vants, Nehe.5. 15 


| fServants be tk maſters, never ſo wic- 


| 
[ 
| 


ked, never ſo cruell. 

1. Will conforme their actings to their 
commands, and being ſuch as theſe 
Chaldeans promote miſchiefe and mi- 
ſery to the Charch, Pro.29. 12. 2 Sam. 
14. 30. —»1 Sam. 21. II. | 

2.Servants arc the fitteſt inftruments for 
{ſo baſe a ſervice. 

[They are proud, Prov. 30, 21, 22. 

They are moſt imperious when they 
come to command. | 
Meannefle exalted {wells extreamly 

I becauſe advanced. 

Hamon not honoured would have 

TT all the Fewesdeftroyed. 

They are coverous. 
ik Such will exa& all, nothing muſt eſ- 
\ cape themſelves, 


they call for continuall ſupply. 


ſhey come with empty ſtamacks, 
| 


| 


Gaine ls their God , oppreſſion muft 


maintaine their hoaoit, 
F 3 They 


0 extreme. 
ſervitatis 
conditto, na- 
ture liberos 
genuit, ſed 
forung ſer- 
vos coſiftuit, 
eruus cogt- 
tur patr, oo © 
nemo ſinitur 
compat1, dg- 
lere compel- 
litur, Cy ne- 

mo condolere 
per mittitur. 
Innocent. 
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They are violent. 
Like madmen they want diſcretion, 
they cannot rule their ſwords. 
They are fearefull of ſurprizall,they 
beat downe all before them. 
1. God many times denies meanes 
of delivery to his Saints, Fer. 8. 
Ob(:J 14, 15,16. Lam. 1. 14, 15. 
2. Creature-comforts are but bro- 
» ken ftaves,they faile us in ourgreas+ 
reſt exigents, Tſa.10-3-4. Iſa.Z1.1.' 
| Tow vaine confidence, Fer, 
Corrol: | 


3. 22, 23. | 
Pray to Gud for deliverance,P/ſal. 
GO. IN. | = 


Verſ. 9g. Wee get onr bread with the 
perill of our lives, becauſe of the 
ſword of the Wilderneſſe. 


Sect. 1. Corporall necefſaries ſometimes 'ex- 
poſe us to perills, 


Read you ſee is that which this di- 
fireſfſed people detire in this their 
bondage, bur this they cannot have un- 
Icfſe upon hard termes, their labour,their 
induſtry will nor acquire ict, chey muſt 
both take paines, and for the getting of it 
hazard and adventure their deaceft lives. 


One 


F O— 
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One would have thought it had been ſuf- 
ficiently cedious that they walks ſolicary 
through woods and deſerts to procure 
their maintenance, bur alas poore ſoules 

they have not onely a barren ſoyle to 

worke upon , but when they goe out to Ie 
ſeeke for their food, they are in danger 

to be cur off, to be deſtroyed by their ene= Q BP 
mies ſword, and if not co be deſtroyed, | 
to be robbed and ſpoyled of tha which 
by the ſweat of their browes they have 
gathered for themſelves. Time was when 
they had ſervants to fetch in provifion, 
and provifion at command for their ſer- 
vants to bring unto them, but now in I 


their chraldome they have no ſervants to 
ſend forth,no bread, no proviſion to fend | 


N 
for; if they will have ir they muſt goe ous N E 
and labour for ic themielves, and though DIR 4 
they uſe their utmoſt endeavours, it can- = | 
not be obtained without perill of their . WY _Y 
lives, i 


Sea. 2. Wants make men aſe the utmoſt of | 
their endeavours. 


He that will not labour, ſaith the Apoſtle, Wee ges 
muſt not eat , 2 Theſ. 3.10. The hands of 
theſe Jewes are nor ſloathfull, they doe 
not ſay with the unjuſt Sreward,that work 


they caunot , Luk, x6. 3. Neither doe they 
| F 2 with 
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| Hence is was that the Egyptians came with 


wich others ſtand all the day idle, they'are 
willing to labour chat they may eat, and 
defirous to eat, that they may be the ber- 
ter able co worke for bread. ' | 
 Obſ: x. Straits, exigents, make vs finde 
our hands. The prodigall was brought up 
notasa ſeryant but as a ſonne, he tafted 
ſufficiently of his fathers indulgence, yee 
though while at home, & after he enjoy- 
ed his cafe, when he came to want ,; he 
could then thinke what co doe, thar 
doing, he might preſerve his life, Luk.15; 
15. 
oY Hard labour is the lot of captives. 
Cruel was the bondage of the Fewer in 
#gypt, their paines their oppreſſion made 
them cry for eaſe from the burden, Deut. 
26, 6, 7.,— Chriſtians under enemies are 
the work of {laves. | 


Sect. 3. Meane diet will content hungry crea- 
turer, | | 


Men uſually ſarfet of dainties, and are 
exceflive in the uſe of varieties; bur Tſrael 
need not now feare theſe evils, ſhee hath 
no dclicates, theſe are now out of her 
thoughts, all that ſhe deſires is but bread, 
bread alone, any bread to ſupport life. 

Obſ: 1. Bread is the ftaffe of our lives. 


that 


” 
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that petition to Foſeph, Give us bread or we 
are like to periſh, why ſhould we die in thy pre- 
fence? Gen. 47. 15. Bread corrcoboratces as 
well as ſatisfies, Pſal. 104. 15. 

2. Hunger is content with meane diet, 
with any fare. Though the full ſoule 
loath the honey- combe,yer to the hungry 
every bitter thing is ſweet, Prov. 27. 7. 
In this condition pottage will contenc 
E /au, Gen,25. 30. and husks the prodigall, 
Luk. 15. 16. yea rather then men will 
ſtarve, they will feed as long as they can 
upon their owne fleſh, Tſa. 9. 20. 


Sed. 4. Want of food will make men hazard 
their deareſt lives, | 


Every creature would preſerve it ſe]fe, with the pe- 
life is precious, it is at a great eftimate, 77 of uw | 
it 1s at a high price'in the thoughts of 
man. Tſrgel will adventure farre before 
ſhee will loofeit, though ſhee goe our in 
danger ſhee will that ſhee may have bread 
£0 preſerve it. | 

Obſer: Danger of famiſhing puts upon 
deſperate attempts, 3 King. 7. 12. 4. Hun- 
ger knows no difficulties, it will nat fic 
Rill, it breaks chrough ſtone walls, it ad- 
app: pony upon all hazards. Pn 
et us prize our mercy, it is a ſad thing F 
To hi dvr bread with ſorrow,P/-127.2. Cw: 
F 3 | To 
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Becauſe of 
the ſword 


hearts, Pſal. $0. 5. N 
At every turne for bread to hazard our 
lives. 


Set. 5. The ſword a terror to mens ſpirits. 


The ſword is a dreadfull weapon, it 
faints hearts and multiplies ruines, Ezek* 
21.15. It is an inſtrument of death, with 
one biow it cuts aſunder thethred of our 
mortall life ; Its one of Gods envenomed 
arrowes, it doth not onely wound but 
poyſon,it ſpeaks no hopes of life but cer- 
raine death, when it is ſhot our by the 
hand of Heavens juſtice againft a people. 

Obſer: 1. The thoughts of danger by the 
{word of an enemy ſpeaks perplexity to 
chem chat have been lookt upon as the 
ſtouteſt ſpirit. Who were more valiant 
then chis people when they went out a- 
gainft the Philiftine;?Neither ever was Na- 
tion crowned with more glorious vitto- 
ries then themſelves.Yet Feremiab tells us 
that amongſt them on all fides there was 
feare becauſe of the ſword of the adverſa- 
Ty, Fer. 6. 25. It ſpeaks terror whereſoe- 
ver It comes, Ezek. 21.12, 

2. Where the ſword ranges, there's no 
ſecuritie,there's no apprehenfions of con- 
tinued ſatcty,Hoſear 1,6, Men arealwayes 

/ | 5+: 
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in danger, ifnor of the Armies, yet of the 
ftraglers to take away their lives, 

Corrol. O let us pray that God would 
not grant,and granting ſeale a new com= 
miſſion to the ſword, that he would be 
pleafed to call in this deftroying inftru- 
ment, and not give ita charge againf} our 
Cities, and our Townes upon the Sea- 
ſhore. 

It hath an open mouth, where it comes 
it devoures, 2 Sam. 2. 26. 

It is nog preſervation, all its iflues are 
ſpoyles, Ezra 9. 7. Fere.50. 35, 36,37,38. 

If you become ics captives,thinke not of 
mercy, it puts captives to exquiſite tor- 
tures, Judg. 16. 21. 2 Kings 25.7. 

Deſerts are hard paſtures, Wildernefles of the wil- 
are ſhort commons to feed upon, yet fill derneſſe. 
worſe, where there is a ſword threatning 
danger daily , death continually to them 
that endeavour to get ſome food to pre- 
ſerve their lives. This is the caſe of con- 
quered Tfrael, From whence wee are 
raught ; 

Obſerv: 1. That many times neceflaries 
come with muck hardſhip, much difficul- ' 
ty, much trouble,much danger to the beſt 
of Saints, P ſal. 104.23. 

They are notof the world, and becauſe 
of its enmity chey muſt have the hardeſt 


meaſure. + M4 _ God 
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God looks at this as the beſt way to 

make them out of love with carth,and 
to long for Heaven, 5 

2. Enemies watch their opportunities, 

they lie in ambuſh for them they deſire to 


ſpoyle, Exod. 14. 3. 2 King. 6. 9. Fere, 12. 


12. 
They will haunt the deſert, for to get 
their prey. 

3. No place is free from trouble, in eve- 
ry place you may be fearefull of evill, in 
the very wildernefſe you may be ſarpri- 
zcd by the ſword. 

Where ever you are, cry not peace 
peace, and ſafety io your ſelves, 


Ling 


Verſ. 10. Our skin was black like an 
Oven, becauſe of the terrible famine. 


Sc. 1. Our per ſons not exempted from miſe- 
Ty in calamitous times, | 


VV Arre is the mother of famine, 
Y Y the ſword cuts off proviſion, 
and is io farre waſting where it comes, 
that having devoured multitudes of per- 
ſons, it leaves little or no bread for them 
that ſurvive. Ears of corne amongſt the 
ancients have been emblems of peace, but 


here the] deſtroying ſword is abroad, 


there's 
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there's ſcarcity of corne, the plow-ſhares 

doe little in the feilds. This is the caſe of The words 
theſe feeble, theſe afflifted Fewes,they have ®Pencd 
ſpent the ſtay of bread that they had with- 

In them, the enemy will nor ſuffer any 

reliefe by others to be conveyed unto 
them ; they dare not goe forth to till to 

drefle, and to ſow their land, they are 
deprived of all meanes, of all helps thac 

might ſpeake refreſhing ; yea ſuch hath. 

been the crueltie of the Aſſyrian , and the 

rage of the ſword of Babylon, that-now 

their skinne is as black as an Oven, becauſe of 

the terrible famine. : 
.: The wordin the Originall is, Gnoreny, Our kin 
It gives us to know what theskinne is to 

'the creature, its the covering of the fleſh, 
Levit.13. 2. It is natures garment put up- 

on us by a divine hand, Fob 10. 11. the 

skin of the bodie is what the barke is to 

the tree, it ſpeaks its cover, its defence, 

its beautie. 

As the skin is a naturall veftment de- js black 
fenfive againſt injuries, ſo in its cleernefſe 
it ſpeaks ornament to the choiceſt crea- 
tures, Lam. 4. 7. Gen. 6. 2.26.7. 

It was white before, a lovely, a very 
comely objeft ro looke upon ; but now 
famine like fire, hath burnt, withered and 
dryed up its begutie ; for when the: calor 

et natrous 
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nativus bath nothing to. feed upon, it 


conſumes the bumidum radicale, and then 


Like an O- 
Ven 


mafis comelinefſe quickly decayes> The 
blacker che darker coloured the Ethiopian 
is, the better forme the more beautie ſhee 
is reputed to have ; but here blackneſle 
makes not for this peoples praiſe; it can- 
not be ſaid ofher as it was of the Church, 
That fhee is black but comely, Cant. 1. 5. Her 
blacknefſe ſpeaks her detormity , as well 
as her miſery in cxtreamity , Fob 30. 30. 
Lam. 4. 8. 

Chethatnur is tranſlated a furnace as well 
as an oven, as theſe are frequently heated, 
ſo ir is not a lictle fewell that heats them, 


and cauſeth blackneſffe to appeare upon 


them. O the ſad, the deplorable eſtate of 
this captived, this diſtreſſed people! what 
Is the reaſon that famine thus flames, thag 
the coalcs thereof are thug blown up,that 


| they have made the bodies of the Jewesnot 


onely black, bur black like a heated and a 
burning furnace ? Surely rheſe Fewes in 
their proſperitic were like an oven hot in 
the purſuit of the Juſts of finne, Hoſ. 7. 4. 
6. and now God ſers fire to fire, the fire of 
famine co the fire of corfuption, and this 
1s that thac heats them, that now burnes 
them, and makes their skin as black as an 
Oven. : : 


 Obſer: 
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Obſer: God ſometimes ſets the prints of 
his awne juſtice for fin upon the bodies of 
his own people. Sin doth not onely bring 
perplexicy to our hearts, and crouble to 
our ſpirits, but oftehtimes ſad changes 
and heavie preſſures upon our bodies the 
habitations of our ſoules, P/al.38. 3,4,55 
6,7, 8. Pſal. 102.5. 10. Lam. 3. 3, 4. 

' I. Sinne is commitrced in the body,and 
as the body is aQive with the ſoule in fin, 
ſo ic is but equity that it ſhould have ics 
ſhare with it in Heavens ſtroaks for finne. 

2. Corpus eſt magis ſenfibile, God knows 
that outward ftripes, outward blemiſhes 
will moſt affe& us. 

* will more cry out of the black- 


__—— 


—— 


nefſe of the body, then finfull burn- 
ing of their ſoules. 

3. TheLorddoth it, in terrorem, that by 
the fight of corporall evill, men may be 
affrighted from their finnes. | 

The childe feares when he ſees his fel- 
low whipt for his owne fault. 
Corrol: Pride not your ſelves in your 

outward featutire, beaurie it ſelfe is but a 
flower, one ftroake by fickneſſe,one blow 
by famine will blaſt it in a moment, The 
Jewiſh Nazarites that were whiter then 
ſnow, have now their skin as black as an 
Oven. | | 

Let 
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Let others outward deformity,let Gods 
ſroakes upon their bodies ſpeaking their 
miſeries, put you upon endeavours after 
| divine graces. Blackneſle is the effeQ of 
| | {ſinne. Grace will ſpeake, and ſpeaking 
conſerve che beautie of your ſoules. 


|q SeR. 2. Famine a very ſore judgement. 


| ecauſe of Famine like a whirl-wind takes up all 
[| 'e terrible before it, wherſoever it comes it kindles a 
| [ «nme. fireinthe creatures bowels,therefore it is 
| I | that by che Hebrewes ir is called, Zalgna- 
i { photh, terrors, ora tempeſt of terrors, for 
| l | not onely its cffets, but its very approa- 
0 '; We ches ſpeake terror to mens ſoules. - 

i tf Famine is a ſore a grievous and a terri- 


| blejudgement;Its Gods pale horſe where- 
'Þ with he tramples downe the ſons of men, 
$ It is his plague whereby he brings thou- 
1k ſands to gheir graves. David knew its de- 
| | $: ſtrucivenefſe, and therefore when he was 
[ll put to that ſad choice, 2 Sam.24.he would 
'F not have the ſword or famine to come 
| - Curt. lib, 6. upon him or his. Alexander warring a- 

gainſt the Badrians, was forced by this 
| with his Souldiers to cat up their horſes 
F that carried their necefſaries, When the 
Carthaginians beſteged Saguntus, they were 
brought into ſuch extremities,thart in the 


Þ midd-:ft of the market place they made a 
fire, 
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fire, and firſt burnt that which «hey had 
left and could not eat, and then caft in 
themſelves and their children to put an 
end to their miſeries. And ſach was the 


Samaritan famine, thar like vultures, dogs 


and ſwine, they fed upon carkafſes, yea 


dang it felfe, 2 King. 6. 25. This is ſuch a 
devourer that as it eats out bowels of 
compaſhon, ſo it cats out bowels by rela- 
tion. When Titus befieged Hieruſalem, Ma- 
rie the daughter of Eliazar, a noble Gens 


tlewoman, having killed her own ſonne, *®*: 


boyled one part of him for preſent food, 
and layed up the other for a reſerve; the 
Souldiers ſmelling of fleſh, went into her 
houfe to ſearch, but ſhee telling the fact, 
attoniti receſſerunt, they went away ama- 
zed. But more particularly, 

I. It bereaves us of whatſoever is pre- 
tious, It fetcheth away from us our choi- 
ceſt enjoyments, that which is deare to us 
muſt not ſtay with us when it comes a- 
moneſt ue. The ZXgyptians cannot keepe 
their money, their goods, rheir cattel}, 
and eheir lands,they will part with all co 
Joſeph before they will part with their 
lives for want of bread, Gen, 47.18, 19- 
And rather then Facob will be deſticute of 
food in Canaan, he will forgoe his dar- 
ling, ſend his Benjamin for viftuals wu 

che 


Foſeph:li.7* 
bel. Fudaic. 


The evils 
of famine. 
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the reſt of his brethren, Gen. 43. 13, 14. 
Famis extremitas patris vicit amorem. 

Chry ſoft. in Gen, | 
2. It curs off meanes for the getting of 
bread to ſupport our lives. In Henorius 
dayes there was ſuch a famine in Rome, 
that there was a publique cry, Pone preti- 
um bumaug carnis, there was no corne, no 
proviſion, unlefle humane fleſh, ſuch is fa- 


' ming extremity that many eimes, a little 
to ſupport. nature cannat be had for mo» 
' ney, neicher ar ſuch rcimes if wee would 


take paines far preſent. reliefe , can wee 
have entertainment, can wee have bread, 
can we have wages for our worke, Zech. 
8.10. | 

3. It takes away bowels, ic exiles pit- 
tice, it makes mens hearts like Adamants, 


. they are very hard, very deafe ( fearing 


themſelves ſhall want) to their neigh= 
bours cryes. Men may cry far ſuccour, 
and crying dye at their dores. Lam. 2,12. 
4. Ic makes men voluntary exiles, to 
leave their habications, to deſert their in- 
heritance, and ſo to baniſh themſelves. 
Abraham, Tſaac, Elemelech, and the Shuna- 
mite leave all in times of famine; ſome 
oe one way, ſome another, butall into 
chro Conatries for their preſervation, 


Gen, 13, 10,,--26.1, Ruth 8. 1, 2 King-$.2. 
© Abrahan 
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me mutabat regzonem & querebat ci- 
bum. Auguſt: in ?jal. 33. - 

5. It puts men upon injuft courſes to 
procure cheir maintenance. Agur feares 
povertie may bring him to ſtealch,Pre.z0., 
8. Many have come to the Gallowes,one=- 
ly tor theeving to fill their bellies ; for 
whar Is 13 that carnall creatures will-not 
doe in extremity, they will rather chooſe 
to.die with ſhame, then by pining & Rtar- 


Abraham bebuit Dies malss quando & fa- 


ving to looſe their lives. In Edward che Speed. kb, 
ſeconds reigne,there was ſuch a famine in go, cap.1ts 


England, thathorſes, dogges, yea men 
children were ftolne for tood.. >. + 


\ 


6. It makes men content with courſe , King.6. 
diet, any food, any bread, any diet will 25, 


pleaſe them when chey are ſo pinchrtichax 


they are readie to ſtarve ; Beanes, Lincells, 


Fitches, would have been. good: fare now 
amongſt the people of Tſrael. A few dry 
figgs were well accepted with Artaxerxes 
when being put to flighce, he loft his pro= 
vitions. And Darius being' very thirſtie 
thoughe puddle water defiled :wich dead 
carkafſes to be pleaſant drinke. 

7. Irbreaks a!l the bonds of nature, ic 
doth more then corrodacte , it eats upall 
relations. This is chat that was 'threat- 
ned upon Chrifts reje&ion to the Fewes, 

Zech. 11s 
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Zech.1i1. 9. When this famine is once ſore 
in a Nation, there is no regard amongft 
people whoſe fleſh they eat ,. though the 
fleſh of a tather, the fleſh of a mother, . the 
ficſh-of a husband, the fleſh of a wife, or 
the fleſh of their infants , they will eat ic 


toallay their hunger, and further to ſpin 


out;the threed of their mHerable life. 


Deut. 28.54, 553 56, 57. Lam, 2. 20,— 
4+ 10. 
-.8, It-makes ſome to rage and raging 


: *-;.- to curfe,. and curling to curſe their God, 
-:.-. Tſas$. 21.:And further ſuch is its extre» 


mitie, -that it cauſeth men to devoure 
themſelves, even to gnaw off their owne 
fleſh, T/a. 9.' 20. And thus where ever it 


poore creatures. Lam. 4. 9. | 
Majorem hahbet penam languor diuturnus, 
© quamcitifſimus exitus , Auguſt. Epiſt. 

; 122. dd vioriam. E193 
Corrol.x.O let us with Solomon deprecate 
and pray againft this direfull, this dread- 
full judgement, r King.$. 35. 37. Though 
now wee are readie to {urtet of Mannah, 
and to finde faulc,with our fineſt and 
choiceſt fare, yer if ever a famine ſhould 
come,cither by the reſtraint of ſeaſonable 


' ſhowers, or by our civill warres among 


our ſelves, or by the incurſion of for- 
| raigne 


\ 
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raigne enemies, 48 homely cates would 
be good diet, ſo then wee (hall cry out of 
our leanneſle with 1ſaiah, cap. 24. 16. and 
of the blacknefſe of our skins wich the 
houſe of Iſrael. Bu:ning with bunger, 
is worſe then burning by fire, the laccer 
though it be ſharpe, yet it is ſhort, ard 
makes a quicke diſpatch, bur the firſt is 
both dolorous and tedious, it kills not 
preſently, it cuts nor oft in a moment, 
It cauſech che creacure ro languith, and 
through languithing paine it brings it to 
its death. O then let the thoughts of ics 
terriblenefſe ſend us to our prayers, Joel 
I. 14. 7am. 5.18. Forif ever God ftrike 
us with this arrow , ſad thoughts will 
certainly poſſefſe our ſpirits, for in the 
wound of this dart, wee ſhall reade di- 
vine anger, our owne guilc and extremi- 
ey of miſery upon our (elves,O then why 
doe we nat cry, even now in our plenty, 
chat the Lord would avert theſe terrors 
of famine, and that he would continue 
bread, and bread to ſatiety in this our 
Nation. 

Corrol: 2. This ſpeaks redargution to 
thoſe who are ſo farre from contidering 
that famine is one of the ſoreſt plagues of 
Heaven, yea like hell ic ſelfe, wherein eve- 
ry part is pained, and man continually 

G dying, 


” by + bs - > 8 = 6 2.2 SO a 79 % by y 
7, , - x 0 OR T7 [! 
* *. 
: =>. 
S 4 
$5 \ 


'3 Þ Fa) r. FY When this famine is once fore 
Ft \ ina Nation, there is no regard'among 
2 people whoſe fleſh rhey eat ,. though the 
ficſh ofa father, the fleſh of a mother, the 
ficſh-of a-fhusband, :che fleſh of a wife, or 
the ficſh of their infants , they will ear ix 
coallay their hunger, and further to ſpin 
out;the. threed of their miſerable life: 
Dent. 28.:54,'55> 56, 57- Lam, 2. 20,— 
> gas HR 
--$3 It:makes ſome to rage and raging 
bh haaq?, OD! curfe; and curſing -to curſe their God, 
- 4.92 .% Tſas48, 2x.:And further ſuch is its extre» 
mitie ,-:that it cauſech men to devoure 
themſclves, even co gnaw' off their own 
"7  Beſby; T/a-'g-7 20. And chas where ever: it 
Pf wh 4 - rages it brings the-worſt-of deaths unto 
bo recreatures. - Lam. 4. go 
: Majorem habet p nam: languor dinturnus, 
' quam citiffimus exitus , Auguſt. 0g 
£22. ddviforiam. | 
Corrol.x.O let us with Solomon deprocyte 
and pray againft this direfull, this dread- 
== full judgement, x King.$.'35. 37. Though 
.=Y now wee-are readie co ſurfer of Mannab, 
"ls and to finde-fault,with our fineſt and 
choiceſt fare , yer if ever a famine ſhould 
EE  comegcicherby the reſtraint of ſeaſonable 
"+; ſhowers,” or by-our civill warres among 
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raigne enemics, a8 homely cates would 
be good diet, ſo then wee ſhall cry out of 
our leannefle with 1ſaiab, cap. 24. 16. and 
of the blacknefſe of our skings wich the 
houſe of Iſrael. Burning wich bunger, 
is worſe then burning by fire, the latcec 
though it be ſharpe, yet it is ſhort, and 
makes a quicke diſpatch, bug the firſt is 
both dolorous and tedious, it kills not 
preſently, it cuts not off in a moment, 
It cauſeth the creature to languith, and 
through languiſhing paive it brings it to 
its death. O then let the thoughts of its 
terriblenefſe ſend us to our prayers, Joel 
I. 14. Fam. 5.18. For if ever God ftrike 
us with this arrow , ſad thoughts will 
certainly poſſeſſe our ſpirits, for in the 
wound of this dart , wee ſhall reade di- 
vine anger, our owne guilt and extremi- 
ey of miſery upon our felves,O then why 
doe we not cry, even now in our plenty, 
that the Lord would avert theſe terrors 
of famine, and that he would continue 
bread, and bread to ſatiety in this our 
Nation. 

Corrol: 2. This ſpeaks redargution to- 
thoſe who are ſo farre from confidering 
that famine is one of the ſoreſt plagues of 
Heaven, yea like hell it ſelfe, wherein eve- 
ry part is pained, and man continually 
G dying, 
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heavyjudg- 
MENT. 


dying, bu not dead, That they ſecke ro 


make a gaine, a private benefit of this ca- 
lamity to.themſclves,and hereupon when 


the times ſpeake ſcarcity, they foreſtall 


markets, hoard up in their houfes, and 
inhanſe prices, And thus as the Prophes 
ſaith, They flea off mens skins from their very 
bones ; theſe are Caterpillars to a Nation, 


theſe according to that of Baſtl,are merca-. 


tores bumanarum calamitatum. But as theſe 


are rods of divine wrath to the people, ſo 


like rods let them expe& one day to be 
caſt into the fire of the Lords vengeance. 


.Corrol, 3. Take heed of thoſe Gad-pro». 


voking, men-killing, and ſoule-deftroy- 
ing finnes, that raiſc the tempeſts of fa- 
mine, and bring the terrors thereof upon 


a people. God never ſtrikes without a 
cauſe, wee may looke at ſomething in our 


ſelves blowing up the coales of the Lords 
diſpleaſure, when famine like flames is 
byrning about our cares. Men are not 
puniſhed, men are not affli&ed for no- 
thing, man grizves for his troubles, but 
the cauſe of his forrowes is his finne, Lam. 
3-39. And in particular take heed, 

1. Of ingratitude, All rivers run into 


ſteningthis the ſea, from whence they have their riſe, 


Eccleſ. 1. 7. Heavens beauty is the foun- 
calne of all our injoyments, All the cur- 
£ _ rents 
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rents of our praiſe muſt-make their re- 
turnes to this vaſt ocean of all mercies, 
ſome are readie to aſcribe what wee have 
to our Armies, & in them ro ſucceſſes, bur 
ler them timely recolle& their thoughts, 
they will finde our plenty to come out of 
the Lords ffore. Men that ſhew favour 
grow very angry when what they have 
done for others will not be acknowled- 
ged to come from themſelves, God will 
have the ſoleglory of all our plentie to 
himſelfe, or elſe he will ſweare the de- 
ftru&ion of our feilds by the Heavens, or 

by our enemies,that notwithſtanding our 

aboundance wee may die by famine, Fere. 

44+ 17, 18. Hoſ. 2. 5, 6,7, 8, 9. 

2. Ofſlighting what wee have already 
in our fruition.Men {light bl:fſings when 
they eye their preſent fruitions beneath 
theic diſervings, or thinke becauſe others 
have them in common with themſelves, 
they cughrt not ſo ſiriftly to engage their 
hearts for them in obedience unto God. 
Bar let us remember, that when the Lord 
thus ſcerh his mercies rhrowne under the 
Table, it is juſt with him to call our ac- 
verſaries to take them away , Deut. 28. 
47» 48. 

3: Ofriot and exceſle in the uſe of Hea- 


yens8 mercies, penurie is the efte& of pro» 
ny G 2 digali- 
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digalicie, its bur juſtice that wotull wa- 
fters ſhould become wotull wancers. If che 
men of Judah riſc up early in the morning 
to follow ftrong drink, and continue un- 
till nighc, that che wine inflame them, 
God will ſend out his woe, as his purſe- 
vant to attach themgand upon the attach- 
ment their honourable men ſhall be fami- 
ſhed, and their multitude ſhall dye with 
thirſt, Ta. 5. 11, 12, 13. | 
4. Crueltie, if inteniibleneſſe,not ſym- 
pathizing with, or want of bowels for 
others in their exigents, take away ban- 
quers, remove delicates, and deprive of 
necefſaries, Amos 6. 4 6,7 What ſhall men 
then have for adding to the aftlifed ſor- 
rowes. If hard-heartedneſle to ſtrangers, 
co forreigners brought a famine upon T/- 
rael, Foſh.g. 15, 2 Sam. 21. 1, Othen how 
ſadly will oppreflion, cruelty, and cloſe- 
fitedneſs amongſt our ſelves ſpeak againſt 
us, and plead for ſcarcity, yea burning 
and ſcorching famine to come upon our 
ſc]ves, 

<. Otbeing nauſeated with, and upon 
nauieation, of r:z:&ion of divine truths. 
Anima i ſatietate poſita etiam favis illudit. 
It che inhabitants of Feruſalem ſay to Fere- 
miah , Prophefie no more 1n the name of 
the [ ord, they and their children ſhall be 

| deſtroyed 
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deſtroyed by famine, Jere. 11. 21, 22, 
Wee of chis Nation had need to repent of 
this, for our withdrawing from the Aſc 
ſemblies, contempt of the Miniſtry, and 
idolizing our owne fancies ſufficiently e- 
vidence, that both ſacred ordinances and 
divine Oracles are become loathſome, or 
at leaſt diſtaſtfull co our ſpirite. 
6. Of refiſtance, of non-ſubje&ion to 
the higher powers. Did not God threaten 
to puniſh with famine what Nation foe» 
ver would not ſubmit to the yoke of Ba- 
bylon, Fere. 27. $8. Government is the con- 
ſervatrix of peace, proprietie and plenty, 
where there is no wall, no hedge to keepe 
off oppreflors, there will quickly be a 
ſpoyling, a diveſting of all enjoymente. 
Theſe among others are the evills that 
procured their miſcries, thefe are the (ins 
chat without repentance may cauſe the 
gufts of famine toblow among our ſclves. 
O let England make uſe of Heavens plai- 
ſtzr, thac ſafe and ſacred remedie preſcri- 
bed by God himſelfe, 2 Chron. 7. 13, 14. 
For if the Lord ſhut up the clouds rhar 
there be no raine, command the locults to 
devoure the fruits, and ſend in their ene- Peniteat et 
mies by Armies to ſpoyle them of cheir credat hans 
necefſaries,if they but humble chem(elves, oe _ 


pray, ſeek his face, and turne from the gyg. 
G 3 evill 


[8 


Zions Suſſerings. 


——_— — 


evill of their doings , he will heare their 
cryes, hearing, forgive their finnes , and 
forgiving ſpeake peace, ſpeake plentie, 
ſpeake healing to themſelves, | 

Corrol. 4. 1f the tempeſt of an externall 
famine ſpeake dread and terror to mans 
ſpirits, O then how terrible will the 
whirlewinde of fſpirituall famine be, 
which drives thouſands of ſoules in a 
ſhort time into the pic of heJl. Men cry 
out when they are pincht with hunger, 
thcy make pitiful complaints when their 
bodics are ready to ftarve for want of 
bread, but alas they are inſenſible of this, 
which is the worſt of miſerics, the pining, 
the deſtrugion of their ſoules. Wee look 
at the want of food as one of the greateſt 
afflitions,but God tells us that the want 
of his word is a more heavie judgement, 
Amos 8. 11. I wiſh from my very heart 
that the bright beames and glorious rayes 


-of Goſpel lighc may never be ſo-much as 


ecclipfed in this finfull Nation, it is juſt 


. with God for our under-valuing, (light- 


ing and contempr of his ſacred Miniftry, 
co remove our teachers into corners, to 
leaveus without ſoulc-inſtru&ors,and to 
cauſe us to wander from place to place 
co beare the Evangelical trumpets ſound- 


_ Ingfrom Heaven, his Ambaſſadors pub- 


liſhing 
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liſhing the glad tydings of ſalvation, and 
never to finde them, never to meet with 
them,for the feeding,refreſhing,and com- 
fort of our ſoules. 


Ver. 11. They raviſhed the women in. 
Zion, and the maids in the Cities of 
 Tudah. _ 

| Set. 1. Wicked mens ſtomachs will digeſt the 
worſt of ſinnes. 


N, | Othing is more icrationall, then ir- | 
religion,and yet nothing more uſu- 
all with men of a carnall condition , for 
ſuch 1s our natures corruption ,. that it 
yeelds a ſupply: of: wickedneſſe from ir 
ſelfe, as the ſerpent doth poyſon,men ha- 
ving once given up themſelves as ſervants 
to finne, and layd the raines looſe upon 
the neck of their vicious affeftions,, they 
ge on from one degree to another, they 
proceed from evill to worſe, ere. g.. 3. 
Thus do thoſe of Aſſyria, thoſe the Chur- 
ches enemies of Chaldea, they firſt ſtrip her 
of her eſtate, then pinch her with famine, 
and now moſt wickedly and villanoufly 
proſtitute her women. 

-Obſerv: Gracelefle creatures bogle at no 
ſinne, they fall into the grofſeſt evills, E- 
pheſ. 4. 17, 18, Ig. G 4 God 
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God hach given chem up to the tolly & 
fury oftheir own ſpirits, Rom. 1. 24. 
The Prince of the world fits regent in 
their ſoules, Epheſ. 2.2. 2 Tim. 2. 26. 


is in thee any reſtraints of finne, Tit. 
3' 334+ | 
Velle eſt nature , male-velle corrupte na- 
ture, bene velle gratie, Bern, 
Fe nor confident of thy owne firtngth 
3 


It not ſay ir is of thy ſelfe that there 
I 


to withſtand fin, to ſtand out againſt 
a temptation ro any finne. 


Theres more wickednefle in thy na- 
ture, In thy heart, then thou art a 
ware of, Fere. 17. 9. Job 11. 12. 
2 King, 8. 12, 13. 
Truſt not a Chaldean, a carnall crea- 
5 ture,if opportunity ſerve he will a& 
any {inne whatſoever. 

They are wholly cartied by their fen- 
ſualLappetites,like Beetles they love 
dunghils better then oyntments, 
they have no affeQion to holinefle, 
they only have a care to fatisfie their 
Jufſte. 

& Curb finne at the firſt, keepe ie from its 
3 beight, break the Cocatrice egge leaft 
'{ prove a Serpent. 
Sinne is a Syren, if you hearken to its 
ſongs, Ic will deceive your ſoules, 
 Heb.3.13. When 
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When man comes to the height of lin, 
he is not farre from a hcavie curſe, 
Heb. 6. 8. | 
Helps FImprove all your parts, all your 
1 0? gifts againſt every finne. 
Clcs onely the feild of the floathfull 
that is overgrowne wich thornes, 
Pro. 24. 30. 
4 Men would not as they doe commit 
) fingdid they make uſe of that power 
| which God hath given them againft 
© finne, Rom. 2. 14, 15- ere. 4. 22. 
Get by every exhortationgby every re- 
26 dargution, The word hath a clenfing 
propertie. | 
It never ſpeaks but it reads a leQure 
of purging, of reforming to thy 
fintull ſoule, Ezek. 24. 13. Fobn 
I5. 3. 
Heare the voice of the rod, Micah 6. 9. 
3x Rods are reſiciive to children in 
their exorbitancies. 

Wee uſe to fay he is gracelefſe , that 
| will not be reclaimed by ſtripes, 
4 vd will deſpaire of you when his 
rod will not reforme you,Tſa.1. 5. 


Sed. 2, Raviſhing a ſad affliion. 
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Thus dealt Sechem with Dinah, Gen. 34+ They ravi- 
2. Ammon with his fifter Tamar, 2 5am. 13. ſhed. 


82 


| Zions Suffering x 


I4.and che men of Gilead with the Levites 
Concubine, Judg.19. 25. The word in-the 
Hebrew is bumbled, being applyed onely 
to adulterous and unlawfull copulation, 
Deut. 22. 29. Fudg; 19. 24. <Ezek., 22.10, 
it. And no marvaile if they that are'de- 
filed be ſaid to be bumbled; for chaffity un- 
ſtained, undefiled, is a womans honour, 
but being violated, thus baſcly violated, 
{hee Jooks upon it as her ſhame, 2 Sam.13. 
13. This cauſeth her to be afflited iniher 
ſpirit, and to have ſad and depreſſed 
thoughts in her breaſt in relation to her 
ſelfe. 

Luſt is a fire, its coales flame in theſe 
Babyloniſh hearts,they have not onely libi - 
dinous motions, bur chey a& them in a 
moſt reproachfull and violent manner, 
both to the ſhame and the griefe of Iſrael. 

Obſer: 1. Obſcene ations are the de- 
light of prophane and laſcivious wret- 
ches, their mirth is miſchiefe, they are 
moſt joviall, when they are ſatiaring their 


HI:by deſires, Pro. 10.23. —26. 19. 


2. Where there is no vertue, nay where 
there is but morality, the violation of 
chaitity is lookt upon. as a grievous and 
a wofull miſery, 2 Sam. 13.19. 

Set. 3. Luſt simpartiall, it will vent it ſelfe 


upon any. 
| The 


| 
| 
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The women are the wives, Micah 2. 9. The women, 
and the maids, the faire, the tender, and !5* maids. 


delicate virgins, Gen. 24. 16. But ſuch is 
the cruelty, fuch is the fury of theſe ad- 
verſaries, that though they have killed, 
and captived the husbands and fathers, 
theſe of the weaker ſex ſhall:finde no mer-. 
cy at their hands, theſe muſt be deflowred 
by their baſe, their rigid, and laſcivious 
ſervants. | 

Obſer: All is -fiſh that comes into the 
wickeds net, they care not who they 
ſpoyle, who they afili&, ſo they. can bur 
ſerve their own turnes, and ſatisfie their 
beaſtly luſts. Both wives and virgins muſt 
be raviſht in their hear. 

This baſe, this horrid a& of theſe Chal- 
deans could not but be a heavie griefe to 
the fathers and the husbands,it could not 
but like darts ſtrike deep into their very 
ſoules. Obarbarous,O wretched enemies, 
they knew well cnough chat as nothing is 
ſo deare to men as their wives, and that 
they are not fo render of any thing as 
their virgins, ſo to a@ rapine upon theſe 
would not onely adde ſorrow to their 
ſorrow, but even ſpeake bleeding to their 
very hearts. 

Obſer: Enmity in triumph aggravates 


miſeries,and raiſeth troubles eo the _ 
: E 
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eſt pinne to thoſe that fall into her hands. | 
Tyranny knowes no meaſure, Its ever | | 
VEXALIOUs, | 


SeR. 4. No place defenſive to conquered cred- | 
tures. 


I Zim, in Theſe Aſrians are not onely vexati- 

the Cities of 0s, but ſhameleſie creatures,neither pub- 

Judah, Jique aſſemblies, nor multitudes gazing 

upon them, can take them off of heir in- 

_ tended villanies,the forcing of theſe poor 
diſtrefſed, and already affli&ed creatures. 

Obſer: Audatious wickednefſe knowes 
no ſhame, it hath no civility, ic matters 
not for publique view , like Sodome they 
are brazen faced in the way of jinne. 

. Zion was the place where God had been 
found in his ordinances , and the Cities 
were the ſtrong and populous places of 
Fudah,but ſo ſtrong is the fire of their lufts 
and ſo vehement the flames of their more - 
then wicked affe&tions, that neither the 
holinefſc of the place, nor the concourſe 
of the people, can deterre them from this 
helliſh, this devilith a&. 

Obſerv: Neither SanQuary nor Citie 
when we are once conquered, can be de- 
fenſive either to us or ours , againſt the 
luſts, the rage and rapine of a cruell ad- 
verſary. 

Let 
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Let us not. be 
Diſobedienr, Det. 28. 15. 30. 32. 
Proud, I/a. 13. 11. 16. 

Adulterous amongſt our ſelves , 2 Sam. 
12. IT. 
Contemprive of Gods word, Fere. 6. 10. 
12. Amos 7. 16, 17. 
Theſe finnes bring this wofull calamity 
upon a people. 


A meme 


Verſ. 12. Princes are hanged by their 
hand: the faces of Elders were not 
honoured. 


Sea. yn. 


JT; 1s not ſeemely co ſee the bramble a- 
bove the Cedar,to behold baſeneſs ho- 
noured, and honour imbaſed, yet ſuch 
an obje& you have here preſented to your 
eye ; for the Princes the Nobles of Hieru- 


ſalem are throwne out of their ſears, and 


the Babyloniſh ſervants are made their ma- 
ſters, their cruell maſters ; for they are 
not onely curbed, not onely reproached, 
not onely almoſt ſtarved , but hanged by 
their hands, 


I know that pious Chriftians , though Princes, 


meane perſons, are Princes in all places, 


P ſal. 45. 16. But the Hebrew Sarim in this The word 
place, which is derived from Sarar , de- explained. 


nores 


O'S ho 
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notes perſons of eminency, dignitie, and 
renowne, ſuch as were their chiefe heads, 
ther bore the greateſt offices, and had the 
chiefeft places of honour amongſt them 
for the Fewes had their Princes, their ſu- 
preame Officers, ſuch whoſe places ſpake 
their glory amongſt them,as well as their 
power and authoritie to command them, 
1 Chron. 28. 

Obſer: Rule, dominion, dignitie, are 
not of yefſterdayes ftanding,they yon an= 
tiquitie; for as theſe are of God, Prov 8, 
15, 16. ſo they have been of long conti- 
nuance in the Church of God,Pſal.68.27. 
Rom. 13.1. | | 
-. O ler England uphold and maintaine 
her honour, her magiftraticall power if 
levellers, who feare not to ſpeake evill of 
dignities, 2 Pet. 2. 10. ever prevaile to 
ficip her, Anarchy will ſpeake her mi- 
ſery. 


Set. 2. 

Princee, Rulers, Magiſtrates, are the 
ftayes, the props and pillars of a Com- 
mon-wealth, now for the Babyloniſh Ar- 
mie £0 carrie Zedekzab captive, to kill his 
fons at Ribla, with all the Nobles of Fu- 
dah, ere. 39.6. And thus at one blow to 
deprive her of thie heads of her families, 
Numb. 7. 2. of her munificent Lords, Fere, 


51:59. 
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51.59. of her Counſcellers, Tſa.19. 11.and ; 


of her Capraines, Ta. 10. 8. For theſe, as 
the places alledged evince, might all be 
| lookt upon under the notion of Princes, 
| couldnotbur be a preſſing prefſure,a hea- 


vie affliction to her ſoule; this queſtionles 
fetchr deep fighs from her heart, and bri- 


niſh teares from her eyes, as well as this 
verball complainc, that ber Princes are 
hanged by their bands. | 


'Qbſer: Its {ad and dolorous to a Church gre hanged. 


and State to have them cut off thar ſhould 
fit at the ſterne, Larz. 4. 20. 
When the Ship is nor fteered,ic ſoone 
ſplits againſt rocks. 
Deftroy the Pilots, and then there is 
neither helpe nor hopes. 
Sed. 3. 


What could not their wiſdome, heir 


honour, their valour move the enemie, 


or perſwade the adverſarie to ſpare their ' 


lives?No, they being conquered muſt die, 
muft be hanged as well as others. 

Obſer: Neither greatneſfſe of birth, wiſ- 
' dome, nor magnanimity of ſpirit,exempt 
any from ſuffering where the ſword of a 
forreigne and bloudy adverſary prevaile 
| againſt a Nation. 


{ Corrol: Let not men in high places think 
| that their honour,dignity and riches will - 


free 


—— 
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| free them from miſery in a day of pub- 
lique calamitie : The ſword is impartiall, 
it cuts off a Prince as ſoone as a peſlanr, 
it hewes downe the talleſt Cedars,as well 
as the loweft ſhrubs, Tſa. 13. 17, 18. Ezek. | 
. 19. Amos 6. 6,7. 
God brings ir, and he is no reſpeRer 
, of perſons. 
Cedars are more obvious to ſtormes | 
} then lower buſhes, 
Great mens ſinnes are of a deeper dye | 
32 then others. 
SeX. 4. | 
I. Theſe Princes lived in honour in the 
 _ _ Cities of Feruſalem, but alas they muſt die 
Various&X* reproachfully now they come under the 
ro power of Babylon; what could chey not 
vations. for ſuch eminent perſons, thinke of ſome 
 kindeofdeath, that might have ſpoken | 
their greatnefſſe, and not thus altogether 
their ſhame? yes doubtles they could, but 
ſuch is the inverterate malice of the enc- 
mie, that living and dying they will caſt 
as much diſgrace upon them as they can, 
therefore to throw more dire upon the 
faces of the dying Princes, and to fatisfe 
their revengefull ſpirits,they muſt dye by 
hanging which of all others was accoun- 
red the moſt curſed, the moſt ignominious | 


death, Deut. 21. 22,23. 
A death 


f 
| 
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| Idolaters, Num. 25. 2, 3, 4 
a den roman perſons, 2 Sam. 4. 
A ,12. 
fit for Conſpirators, Eſth. 2. 21, 23. 
Cruell perfecucors, Eftb.3, 8, g. 
+ 9,10. Yet the Princes, the No- 
bles of Tſrael muſt dye this death. 
The greateſt perſons upon conqueſt 
are brought to the moſt ignomi- 
Obſ:< nious ends ; nodeath is thought 
bad enough for the beft of cap- 
tives, 2 Chro. 21, 4. 36. 17. 
The anciens Romans are looks upon by 
ſome as Barbarous , becauſe as glorious 
trophees of their vi&ories, they led forth 
their capcived Princes in triumph, yet 
this their martiall juſtice , compared to 
the Aſſyrians, was but a light puniſhment, 
for whereas they might have flaine theaz 
by the law of Armes, they were tender of 
them, and carefull co preſerve their lives, 
neither did chey lead them in contumelie Foſeph: de 
as is conceived, for they permicted them Pelle To hos 
to weare their crownes, and to walke a- ljb, 59.cap. 
long in their princ: ly robes; they did nor. 24- 
like Adonibezec cut off their thumbes and 
their great tocs,and ſo put them like dogs 
under their own Tables, neither like Sa- 
pores did they make them with Valerian 
the Roman Emperour, their footſtools 
to 


——_— 


= 


amd 


Zions Sufferings. 


_ to ger ypon: their horſes; neither did they 


like'Seſoſtris cauſe Kings to draw their 
triumphant Chariots; nor their proceed- 
ings ſpeake clemencie, ſpeake mercie, 
whereas the uſage of theſe the Princes of 
Tjrael, by the King of Babylon, is onely de- 
clarative of crueltie, horrid cruelty, cru- 
elty in the higheſt degree,for nothing wil 
appeaſe his rage but their bloud, neither 
mult they dye like men of honour, bur be 
hanged up as ſpeQacles of ſhame for 0- 
thers to looke upon. | 
| wiſh that Englands Worthies 
) may never fall thus into the 
hands of men, men like theſe of 
Chaldea, mens mercies are cru- 
elties, "Id 
2. But it may be after theſe Princes 
were {]aine upon the raking of the Citie 
by the Souldjers, their dead bodies were 
onely hanged up as enſignes of couqueſt, 
or further to adde after death to their dil- 
grace, for thus dealt the Philiſtims when 
they found Sauls carkafle lying in Mount 
Gilboa, they cur off his dead, and faſtened 
his body to the wall of Bethſhan, 1 Sam. 
31. 10. But whether they did thus after 
they had taken away their lives, and cau- 
ſed them to lic bleeding upon the ground, 
or whether they hanged them whileſt they 
| EO were 
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were yer living, it ſufficiently demon- 
ſtrates that their cruelty was inſatiable 
like the grave, and their furie ſo great 
chat neither intreaties, teares, nor death, 
could allay its flames. 
"Such is mans nature, that being 
_ J enraged, living and dying, to the 
Obſ:Y dead as well as the living, it 
ſpeakes revenge. | 
3- Some would have theſe great per- 
ſonages as tyed up by their hands, onely 
to lie under recftraine, and to be kept in 
ſuch a meane, ſuch a poore and ſervile 
condition,that it was impoſſible for them 
any way to a for their owne enlarge- 
ment,or the good of Zion ; Suppoſe it was 
onely thus, was it nog a heavy judgement? 
are they not objeAs of pitie?the very fight 
of them in their {laviſh condition, may 
move you to weepe for them, for now 
thoſe that lived in honour, are lookt up- 
on as earthen pitchers , theſe that before 


fed delicatly, are deſolate in the ſtreere,. 


and thoſe that were cloathed in ſcacler, 
are now ſo weake, ſo contemprible, that 
they embrace the dunghils, ſce then from 
hence, how the whcele of providence 
is ſometime turned by the hand of Hea- 
ven. 


Obſeru: God when he xleaſeth by the 
H 2 


hand' 
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hand of enemies, unpowers the greareft | 


powers, Tja. 28. 9, 10. Nehem. 9. 32. 36, 
_—_ Theſe words, as Calvin obſerves, 
ſeeme to preſent more ſad things yet to 
our thoughts, its uſuall for Armies to 
kill, co ſlay, to deftcoy their captives, bus 
Itis very miſerable, when priſoners are 
put to ſuch exiremity, that chooling 
death rather then lite, they lay violent 
hands upon themſelves. Indeed it might 
be, that thus ic fared with ſome of cheſe 
Jewiſh Nobles, for they with their King 
bcing now among the Gentiles, Lam. 2.9. 
are a continuall ludibriz, objeQs of deri- 


| fion, and ſubje&s onely fit to att their 


De bello Ju- 
daico lib 99 
Cap» 28, 


more then barbarous cruelty,in the high 
eſt degree upon : And you know that 
ſcorn and contempr,it there was no more 


ſtrikes deep into the hearts of Princes, for 


preftat mori, quam per dedecs wivere, is for 
the moſt part a Maxime engraven upon 
theic breaſts, they conceive it better to 
die, to die any way, yea to dic by their 
owne hands, then to live in penury, then 
to live in f{lavery under adverſe powers : 
This is rhat,as Joſephus tells, which made 
Eleazar & his companions to make warre 
betwixt their united friends, their ſoules 
and bodizs, that they might not be _ 


| 
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ted by the Romans, but eſcape their tyran- 
ny, and that cheir wives might die unde- 
filed, and their children not ſo-much as 
taſt of ſervile captivity : Theſe like time» 
rous Sea men, you ſee, perceiving but the 
tempeſt coming, finke the Ship wherein 
they arc, before it come. Bur it is farre 
worſe with.the Princes of T,rael, then 
with theſe, for the winds were a!readie © 
up, the ſtorme was boyſterous, the famine 
was extreame, and reproach like a black 
cloud covered the whole Heaven of their 
repute,and dackencd che tirmament of all 
their glory , ſo that ic is now ſenſe of mi- 
fery, wotull mifcry,which make them aſ- 
ſertaine that to themſelves which they 
feared from the hands of their enemies, 
which cauſeth them thus againſt the law 
of nature, to fight againſt nature, & with 
their own hands to put ropes about their 
own necks, that ſo they mighr put a peri- 
od to their wretched liver. Neither in this 
doe [ cenſure them, but rather pitie them, py; con- 
though they be now as drofſe in their firno, audeo 
deaths,they were as fine gold in their con- dicere, non 
verſations, they might repent in the ago- __ m_ 
nie, vaſt is the depth of mercy, and ic was ;,,, = 
onely, ex vi miſerie,that they did this un- Ang: 
to themſelves. 

Violent dolourous and «xtreame ſuſ- 

H 3 ferings, 
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Diffc rence 
berwixt 
ſelf killing 
and lelfe- 


murder- 
2, 


The faces 
of the El- 
ders were 
not honou- 
red. 


terings, when they are onely kept in the 
eye, in the thonghts of the ſoule, may 
ſometimes cauſe knowing men, men that 
have been fermerly famous for the truths 
prof«iſion, to become (clte-killers, and to 
cu: aſunder the threed of their own lives. 
Sea.5. Gray baires in any, eſpecially in men 
of piety, call for honour, 

God hath fet a ſilver crowne of hoary 
naires upon the heads of Elders, that they 
may be reſpected, that they may be vene- 
rzble in all places, but though reverence 
b-!ong to the ancient, ana honour to the 
E'ders of a people, Levit.19. 32. Now the 
azed farhers of Tſrael, whole very preſence 
ipake a majeſty,are baſely (lighted,contu- 
n:clioufly reproached,and lookt upon by 
the Chaldeans as not worthy to be regar- 
ded; Thus is Tſaiabs prediction tullfilled ; 
for children bchave themſelves proudly 
againſt the ancienr, ard the baſe againft 
the honourable, Tja.3. 5. Theſe doc not 
conlider that yiges, and yigas, 2ge and ho- 
nour are of great affinity in the Greeke 
Janguage. And therefore they vilifie their: 
preſence, caſt ſoyle upon their perſons, 
anc aſperſe their children. For the faces of 
the Elders were not honoured. 

$ \ge, Gray haires are no objedts of pite 
"2. tic 10 the cyes of enemieg, 


% 


Ancient 


| 
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Ancient perſons pafſe through contempy 
with others in ſorrow to their graves. 
ReſpeC and reverence ſhould ſpeake 
24 our efteeme of age, Fob 32. 6, 7. 
I Pet. 5.5. | 
Gray heads with gray haires of vertue 
ever hold out glory, Pro. 16.31, _ 
Elders are reproached by none but baſe 
Babyloniſh ſpirits. 
Its a time of mourning,a time of com- 
35, plaining, when age, when Elders are 
had in derifton. 
This ſpeaks Gods diſpleaſure againſt 
the peoples finne, Iſa. 47. 6. 
This is lex taliony, it ſpeaks the pu» 
niſhment of the contempt of Elders 
where it comes, Lam, 4. 16. 


Verſ. 13. They tooke the young men to 


 grinde, and the children fell under . 


the wood. 


Se. 1. Youth ſubje@ to ſuffer by the hand of 
an enemy. 


Riſoners of warre are put to much 
hardſhip, the moſt ſervile labours arc 
their continuall imployments, now the 
King of Babylon deales with che Jewiſh 
young men, as the Philiſtims dealt with 
es as H 4 Sampſon, 
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Sampſon, 7udg.17. 31. Re doth not kindly 
intreat them,tenderly uſe them, or breath 
out any compaſſion towards them , he 
hath no thoughts now they are become 
his captives by an affeQionace carriage, 

_ of engaging their valour and fidelitie to 
himſelfe, his defigne is to augment their 
ſorrow, to make life a burden, and to 
cauſe death to be defired of them : Que- 
ſtionleſſe cheſc youths whileſt with their 
tathers in Jeruſalem had tender and deli- 
cate education , their mear, their attire, 
their attendance, their libertiec ſpake their 
gallicry, but now they have a ſad change, 
for courſe dier,harfh words, heavy blows, 
and rugged Souldiers like the Egyptian 
Taskmaſtcrs to hold them to their work, 
are the things they have met with among 
their enemies ; time was when they knew 
not what belonged to drudgery, when 
they would have thought much to have 
been at the command of any, but now as 
any may command them, ſo they muſt 
not ſhrug at the moſt ſordid imployment, 
for they muſt either carry che grift or 
grinde. 

Obſerv; 1. The youngeſt, the hotteſt, and 
the higheſt ſpirits once in thraldome muſt 
yeeld ſubjetion, like Iſakers afſe, they 
muſt ſtoop to any, to every burden. 

2. Youth 
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2. Youth no morethen age finds mer- 
Cy at the hand ofa conquering adverſary, 
Jere. 6. 11, Lam. 2. 21. 

3. Thovgh theglory of young men be 
their ſtrength, yer when ic is ac the will of 
an adverſe power, it becomes a meanes to 
encreaſe their ſorrow. 

They were put to this {laviſh worke ra- 
ther then men of tuller yeares, as being 
beſt able, the moft quicke of motion, 
and the moſt likely to prove obſequi- 
ous upon their calls. 


SeR. 2. Childrens miſery , perplexity to the 
parents ſpirits. 


When God threatened to bring the 


Medes againſt Babylon for her deſtruction, 


he told her, that their bowes ſhould dath 
her young men to pieces, that they ſhould 
have no pitie on the fruit of the wombe, 
and that their eyes ſhould not fo much as 
ſpare her children, Iſa. 13- 18. He knew 
that if any thing would affe&t them, the 
thoughts of their childrens miſery would 
peirce their ſoules. Nature teJls us that 
children are lovely creatures of them- 
ſe]Ives,and that ag they doe often patrizare, 


reſemble their fathers as well in their con- . 


ditions as in their perſons, ſo they are 


ever lovely and delicate objects in their 
| parents 


_— 
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parents eyes ; now for fathers to ſee their 
ifJue overcharged,to faint, to finke, to die 


under impoſed preſſures, cannot but per- 


plex their ſpirics, yea almoft ſpeake rent- 
ing to their tender hearts. This the Fewes 


now behold in their poſterities, for the. 


Aſſyrian is ſo barbarous, that he doth not 
only burden them, but overburden them, 


and ſo overburden them that they fall 


under the burden that is upon them. 


SeR. 3. How the children fall under the 


wood. 


But how doe theſe children fall under 
the wood ? Doe they overturne their cra- 
dles,and ſo kill and mother them in their 
cloaths upon the ground?Did they whip 
them with rods, and beat them with 
ftaves, uſ/que ad ſanguinem, uſque ad mortem, 
even to bloud, yea to death ir ſelfe ? Did 
they hang them upon gallowes, or did 
tney lay ſuch heavy loads upon them,that 
they made them fall, and falling breath 
out their laſt, under their.prefent burden. 
Which of theſe wayes ſoever they dealt 
with them, it ſpeaks the hardnefle of their 
hearts,the barbarouſneſle of their ſpirits, 
and the cruelty of their rage. We may 


now well fay of this Babyloniſh brood, 


as ſometin'e Facoh ſaid of his two ſonnes 
when 


— 
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when they had ſlaine the Sechemites, Cur- 
ſed be their anger for it wat fierce, and their 
wrath for it was cruell, Gen. 4.9. 7. they are 
wholly withour all mercy, 

Let Davids prayer be ours againſt 


Corrol: ſuch enemies, Pſal. 71. 4, 5. 


Verlſ. 14. The Elders bave ceaſed from 
the gate, the young men from their 
: muſt que. 


Seft. 1. The Churches miſery ſor want of 
Magiſtrates. 


"Ime was when according to the big- 
nefſe of every Citie,there was Courts 

of Judgement erefted, and appointed in 
the land of Tſrael, they had their great Sy- 
nedrion, in which there was ſeventy Jud- 
ges addcd unto Moſes, Num. 11. 16. They 
had the Court of rhree and twenty, of 
which they ſay there was two about the 
Temple; the one at the Corrt-dore of the 
San&uary, and the other at the dore of 
the Mountaine,and in every Citie where- 
in there were x20 men,or more, the leſſer 
Synedrion of 23. ſat in the gates thereof, 
aud where the Citie was lefſe they had 
three Judges to doe juſtice for the people. 


—_— in 
But now her Magiſtracy, which ſpake her Chapt. os 


glor ic, ſe#. 334+ 
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+ glorie, being carried with her into capti- 
vitie, ſhee hath none before whora ſhe can 
exhibic her complaints,none to right her 
againſt injurious violence, none to deli- 
ver her as a prey out of the hand of her 
oppreſſors, for her Eldere, they who uſu- 
ally fac to judge of criminal} offences,are 
now to the encreasſe of her (orr>w,, and 
augmentation of her griefe , ceaſed from 
her gates. | 

Lib».90 de Magiftca res , ſaith Carolus Sigonius , are 

Repub. He- Called apyorrss Dy the Greeks, not ſo much 

brerum, . for their cignity, as their office , which 

ſpeaks their durie, for they are not onely 
to goe before us, bur to regulate our a&i- 
ons, to tell us our duties, to corre& our 
exceſſes, and in caſe of received wrongs, 
as avengers to doe judgement for us;cheſe 
are a ſpeaking Law, for where theſe are 
filent, have their perpecuall Sabbaths, 
and doe not a& for the good of a people, 
there is nothing to be heard of bur inju- 
ftice, nothing to be expeRed, buc vppreſ- 
ſing injuries, and injurious oppreſſions, 
» nothing but ſighs, cryes and throwes, 

{queized out of afflifed creatures by their 

more then cruell and barbarous enemies ; 

formerly Iſrael had theſe as the conſerva- 
tors of the peace of her people, as the de- 


fence of her Country, as the guard of her 
Cities, 
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Cicies, as the reliefe of ber diſtreſſed, and - 
in their juditiary proceedings the pro- m—— 
te&ors, yea the ſafctie of all her Inhabi- ;jcall Go- 
tancs, but now theſe her Elders, her poli= vernours, 
ticall Governors , Gen. 50. 7. Foſſ. 7. 6+ 
1 Sam.15 30. Luk. 22. 66. who fat in the 
gates, Deut. 16. 18.—17.5, 6. Amos 5.12. 
15. as being publique places where all 
might refort unto them, as intimating 
that ſtrangers, if injured, might have ju- 
ftice as well as others, and as demonſtra- 
ting thae there ſhould be no delays, but 
forthwith upon complaint whether of 
rich or poore, judgement ſhould paſſeup- 
on offenders, are driven from their ſeats, 
forced to filerce, and ftripe of all their 
power, in ſo much that now the Prophet 
ſcing there was no reftraint for reproach, 
no redrefſe for her wrongs, nor no curbe 
for cruelties, lamenting cryecs with teareg 
trickling downe his cheeks, that her Se- 
nators, her Elders are ceaſed from the 
garter. 

Ob ſerv: Gord Magiſtrates, ſpeciall bleſ- 
ſings to a Common-wealth. 

Good Rulers, good Governors, are a 
Nations mercies, they with Trajane nej- 
ther feare nor hate any, they beare the 
cauſes of the ſubjefts without prejudicate 
Iwpletie, they examine them — ſt- 

niſter 
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nifter obliquity,and ſincerely judge them 
without unjuſt partialitie, theſe like 8kil- 
full Pilots bring the Ship of the Com- 
mon=wealth ſafe into the harbour, and 
preſerve it from ſplitting againft the 
rocks, theſe like Noble Generalls bring 
off cheir people as their Armies in ſafety, 
that they become not a booty to their ho» 
ſtile oppoſers ; TſraelsJudges put a ſtop to 
her corruptions, Judg.2.19. While Gideon 
lived ſhee went not a whoring after Baa- 
lim, neither made Baal-Berith her God, 
Judg. 8. 33. Good Elders, like Aſa, that 
they may be preventive of Idolatry, take 
away the AJtars, breake the Images, and 
cut downe thegroves ; and that they may 
promote pletie, give out their Edids to 
the people for walking in the way which 
leads to bleſſed Eternity, 2 Chro. 14. 2, 3, 
4+ Theſe with Feheoſaphat are ſo taken, 1o 
tranſported with the things of God, that 
they give out charges, and uſe their ut- 
moſt endeavcurs that al] may be inftruc- 
tcd, that Heavens worſhip may be eftabli- 


 ſhed,and the Lords glory advanced where 


they have command,2 Chro. 17.6. & 9.10. 
Theſe are they who judge the people with 
righteouſnefſe,and the poore with judge- 
ment, theſe ſave the diſtrefſed, and breake 


the opprefſors in peices, Pſal. 72. 2. 4. 
Whileſt 


| 
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Whileſt theſe are in authoritie the righte- 
ous fluuriſh,Pſal.72.7. the Godly rejoyce, 
Pro. 29. 2. Whilſt theſe fit upon the ſeats 
of Judicature, peace is the portion of the 
Saints, x Tim. 2. 2. for the ſword in their 
hands ſpeaks encouragement to pious 
perſons, onely terror to prophane,to ne 
farious and crucll creatures, Rom. 13. 4. 
When I conſider what Tſraels Elders were 
to her before her captivity, I cannot won- 
| dertobehold her eyes bleered with weep- 
| Ing, and her checks wet with the ſalt was 
ters of her owne teares, yea I cannot but 
_ Pitie her now ſhee tells us they are ceaſed 
| from her gates. 

Coryol: x. Let the excellency, the uſcful- 
nefſe of Magiſtraticall powers, put a curb 
to the tanacicall ſpirits of our times, who 
are readic continually to caſt the ſoyleof 
contempt upon the face of authoritiez 
theſe like Accibiades and his Armie would 
be all leaders and none learners, they 
would be all Commanders, but none to 
be commanded Souldiers, or like them in 
regno Cyclopico, they care for no councel, 
but would doe each one what is good in 
his owne eyes, O let theſe remember ; 

{That thoſe are inveſted with divine 
£7 1% authoritie, they are Gods mouth to 

| j pronounce his will, and his hands to 

execute 
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| execute his pleaſure, for their judge- 
ment is the Lords. | 
- F That Apoftolicall injun&ion calls for 
3 cheir ſubj: ion, Rom. 13. I. | 
That Magiſtrates have long eares, and 
heavie hands,and therefore their pri-; 


vate whiſperings may ſpeake puniſh-| 


ment to themſelves. 
That themſelves are but Novatus fol- 
lowers, men of proud,turbulent,and 
45 ſeditious ſpirits, and ſuch as will be. 
look ar as the peſts and beauteaus of 
our Common-wealth, Pro. 20. 21. 
ſO chat Englands Senators would 
ſend us out inco all our Coun- 
| ties, ſuch Elders, ſuch Juſtices, 
Optat:- ſuchJudges as werein Iſrael,men 
of courage, men of truth , fear- 
| ing God and hating covetouſ- 
| neſſe. | 
Theſe would regard our matters, not 
14 our perſons, our cauſes not relati- 
One, 
Theſe would prevent our tedious 
24 journies, ourextraordinary charges 
in all complainre. 
Theſe knowing, they judge for God, 
would expedire our caſes, and not 
ſufter us co languiſh wich tedious 


delayee. 
4 Theſe | 
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Theſe would daunt our oppreffors, 
4< and cauſe our innocency to ride in 
ertumph. 


SeR. 2. Theevillof the wart of Magiſtrati- 
call power in its vigor. | 


What is it that keeps up ſocietic, but 
peace ? What peace ? but union ; what u- 
nion, bur order ; what order ; but diſtin- 
Rion ; what diſtinQion? butdependencie, 
and what dependencie ? bugs authoritie ; 
What is it that opens the ſJuces to faQi- 
on, and plucks up the floodgates for hel- 
liſh prophaneneffe to run with her full 
currents, but the want of an induſtrious, 
an imparciall, a godly, and zealous ma- 
giſtraticall power ? What is it that keeps 
Nations in quiet, Ciries in pezce, and the 
people from oppreſſion, bur the exerciſe 
of vinditive and remunerative juſtice 
by the mouth of authoritie in all places ? 
This, this is that which theſe captived 


Fewer feel the want of, this is that which. 


now puts their ſouls inco a mourning 
poſture, & cauſeth chem to preſent them- 
ſelves as objects for our compaſſion, in 
this their ſad complaint, That their Elders 
are ceaſed from their gates. 

To be fiript of Magiſtracic is a Nations 


miſery. 
| Then 


ng 
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The young 
men from 
thety mu- 


f1que. 


Vicina eff 

lapfib:us a- 

doleſcentta, 
quia Varia- 
Tum eſt us 

cuprditatumn 
ferwore ca- 
lentis infla- 
matur &ta- 
ts, Ambro. 


'Ail is in confuſion and diſorder. 
Theng There is no redreſs againſt wrongs 
None can enjoy what is his owne. 
© Tſa-3- 243) 495- 
Corrol. Pray for the preſent powers, let 
your ſupplications fetch downe Heavens 
benediQion upon their councells , upon 
their endeaVOUre. : 
1, Godcan bring a glorious worke to 
perte&tion by cheic hands, TEE FOR 
2. If they be diveſted of their authority, 
the next may prove more heavie. | 
3. If Tſrael muſt pray: for Babylon , then 
be. you earneſt with God for them. You 
may have hopes of peace in their peace, 
JT 206 Yo. 3 FE 


| SA. 3. Mirth, recreation not unlawfull, 


1c may feeme to ſome that the yourh of 
Feruſalem were addifted to their vanities, 
that theſe as well as others added to the 
multitude of her finnes, and that there- 
fore God now turnes their mirth to 
mourning, their joy to ſorrow, and their 
ſinging into lamentation;I will not con- 
clude that theſe were free from exceſſes, 
tor I know young men have more temp- 
tations and ftronger affeftions to carry 
them from God then others, in them there 
is aſtronger aptitude and R——_—_ to 
1nne 
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fin then in any other age, for their bloud 
is ſooner ſtirr'd up to choler, and their 
Arength to Juſt, then theirs who are in 
their declining dayes, every age of mans 
life is accompanied with its ipeciall ſin. 
And as old age is pceviſh and covetous, 
and midle age proud,revengetul,and ma- 
licious, {o young men are for the moſt 
pare,raſh,luſifull, and voluptuous, fo that 
icis more then probable in relation to 
Heavens provocation, and to the procu- 
ring cauſe of the preſent judgement upon 
them, the pride, the raſhneffe, the laſcivi- 
ouſneſle, the ficklenefſe and ſenſuality of 
the young men, might not onely haften 
their calamity, but bring their miſery in 
a more dolorous manner upon them. But 
I conceive not this to be the Prophets 
meaning,for he looks upon their forepaſt 
finging, their melodie and their muſique 
as a mercy, beſides the moſt pious, godly, 
and precious youth of the Citie mighe 
thus recreate themſelves, to the Loras 
glory, and their owne refreſhing, for re- 
ligion doth bur reQife, it doth not abo- 
Iiih nacurall affeRion, P/al. 32. 11. Rorrz. 
F2.15. 1 Cor. 12. 26. yea they who aie ; 
the moſt in Heaven, both in their hearts [+ BOO 
and converſations, have the moſt cauſe of —_ i a0 
rejoycing 3 for all things ſhall work to- gf re5oy- 
"HB gether cing, 
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gether tor their good, Rom. 8.28. They 
have the right to Evangelicall promiſes, 
2 Cor. 7. 1. 1 Pet. 1.13. Their names are 
recorded for blefſed eternity,Luk. 10. 20. 
chey continually draw up water of con- 


ſolarion out of the wells of ſalvation, | 


T/a, 12.3.their conſciences flic not in their 
taces,they areat peace within themſelves, 
Pro. 15. 15. and they have Gods prefence 
as well in their rejoycings, as in their 0- 
ther affections, Zeph.3. 15, 16. This is no 
more then God hath engaged his word 
for to them ; for the virgine was to re- 
Joyce in the dance, the young and the old 


together, Fere. 31. 13. And now for theſe | 


tO fit ſolitary, to ceaſe from thelr mu- 


ſique, 2nd to become the ſongs of their ' 
enemies, cannot but make Feremiah ap- | 
prehenfive of divine diſpleaſure, and in | 
the loſſe of theſe recreative ſports of his | - 


peoples miſery. 


The free uſe of melodious tunes,of mu- ; 


ficall inftruments, or honeſt recreations, 
18 not to be (lighted, but to be cſteemed 
amoneſt the number of divine bleſſings. 

1. Chriſtians may uſe theſe, and yet in 
their uſe have God the joy of their hearte, 
Philip. 4. 4.. 


2. Theſe the Lord holds out in a mercy | 


in a promiſe to Tſrael, Zach, $. 5. 
3. That 
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3- That Nation is in a ſad condition 
where there is no mirth. 

The Fewes could ſing in Zion, but they 
weep, becauſe in Babylon. Bondage, capti- 
vity, (lavery, takes off mens hearts from 


joy, Pſal. 137. 1, 2,3, 4. 


I. Whileft you may recreate your ſelves, gylcs for 
be not conformed to the world , but be recreation 
you transformed by thc renewing of your 


minde, thac you may prove whac is the 
good, the acceptable and perfe& will of 
God, Rom. 12. 2. 

2, See that your mirth, your recreati- 
on be not obſcene, be ſure it be honeft, 
ſuch as will give you a good report a- 
mongft the Saints, Philip. 4. 8. 

3. Uſe them, be nor like Stoicks, there 
8 a time for mirth, Eccleſ: 3. 4. 

In ufing them ; 

1. Let them not have your love, Prov. 
21. 17. 1 Cor. 7. 30. God muſt have your 
affetions, Prov. 23. 26. 1C3r. 10. 31. 

2. Uſe them not meerly to pafle away 
time, Epheſ.5. 16. but ro fit you for more 
ſerious performances, Matth. 6. 33. 

3. Takeheecd they be nor lets ro your 
ſoule in the way to happinefle. 

4- Looſe not your patience, your love 
to your companions. 

Doe not quarrel, ftorme, and rage, 
like Heathens. I3 5. Looſe 
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<. Looſe not your eſtates, play not 
away your enjoyments. | 
You may beggar your ſelves, and your 
whole families. 
6. Run not into infamie, it is no cre- 
dit to be reputed common dancers,dicers, | 
gamſters, or cheir companions. 


Verl. 1 5. The joy of our heart is cea- 
ſed, our dance 3s turned into mourn- 


ing. 
Se. 1. Gods people may apprebend themſelves | 
ſtript of all cauſe of joy. | 


Orrow, daily ſorrow, continued for- | 
row, ſorrow without hopes of mitt- 
gation, is cauſative of a dying life, yea by 
moſt it is lookt upon as worſe then the 
worlt of deaths : this is the caſc,this is the 
condition of theſe diſtrefſed creatures in 
rhe land of Babylon; whileft they were in 
Jugea, they uſed to rejoyce in their har- 
veſt, and to ſhout at their vintage, T/a.16. 
10. They had the mirth of Tabrets and 
their Harpes melodiouſly ſounding in 
their ftreets, Tſa. 24. $. But now there isa| 
crying for wine in all quarters, their joy, 
is darkened, and the mirth of the Land is 
gonr, T/a, 24. 11. In their owne Country 
they 


] 
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they were attended with honor, but now 
reproach, ſcorne, and derifion is become 
their portion ; there they had plenty, va- 
rietie,all things in aboundance, bur now 
In their captivitie, ſuch is their cxigence, 
ſuch is their penury, that tney are ready 
to ſtarve for want of fice, and to famiſh 
for want of food : well may they then 
complaine, and complaining tell ns, that 
their griefe is intolerable,their eſtate com- 
forticfſe, and their preſent condition rc- 
medilefle; for this is the etfe& of this ſad 
and dolorous threme, wherein they give 
us to know that they have no cauſe of re- 
Joycing,that ſuch is their miſery that they 
cannot expreſſe alacrity, look cheartully, - 
or vouchſafe ſo much as a ſmile to any, 
for the joy of their heart x ceaſed , and their 
dance is turned into mourning. 

Obſer: All cauſes of joy are ſomerimes 
taken from Gods precious Saints ; thus ic 
fared with Iſrael upon the purſuit of Pha- 
Tab, when ſhee was paſſing out of gypt 
into the Land of Canaan, Exod. 14. 10. 
Neither was it better with Fob in the time 
of his affliction , which came upon him 
with ſuch violence, that his bones were 
pelrced in the night, and his ſinews tooke 
no reft, Job 3o. 17, 18. 31. Doe but looke 


upon the {ſweet ſinger of 1ſrael, and you 
I 4 {hall 


—— 
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ſhall finde him in as ſad a condition ; for 
the ſorrowes of death encompaſt him, the paines 
of bell got bold upon him , and he found no- 
thing but crouble and ſorrow, Pſal. 116. 
3.1 neednot relate the eftate of theſe cap» 
tived Fewes, Feremiah hath drawne it out 
to the life betore you, Lam. 1. 1, 2, 3, 4 5+ 
Methinks I ſee them weeping, and with 


——— — 


the teares upon their cheeks, crying, Our ' 
bones are dryed, and our hope is loſt, Ezek. 37. 
13. ard well might they, for they are ſo. 
ſore wounded with the darts of divine 


diſpleaſure, that now their ſoules bleed 
within them, and their hearts are readie 
to break with ſorrow. 

1. Theſe with others are ſubjce& to (in, 
have their exceſſes, & many times attrat 
guilt unto themſelves, Joſh. 7. 11, 12. 
Dan. 9.5, 6. And therefore God to ſhew 
that he is imparria)].in the execution of 
Tuſtice, takes away their joy, and cauſeth 
rhem to powre out their ſoules in ſorrow 
as well as others, Amos 3. 2. 

2. The Lord takes away all cauſe of re- 
Joycing from,that he may the more deep- 
Iy humble them for the evil of their ways. 
Great affli&ions cﬀe& the like ſubmiſſi- 
ons,with ftrong cryes to the God of Hea- 
yen, Fudg. 6. 6. Fudg. 10. 13, I4, 15. 

3. Guds great deſigne in thus _—__ 

. wit 


© «re ke} 


——_ 
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with them, is to purge them from their 
drofle, Iſa.27. 9. to make them caft off the 
fin of their ſoules ; you know gold thae 
it may be retined, muſt as it were. be en- 
compaſlſed with flames, Zech. 13. 8, g. 


4+ The beſt are prone eo reſt upon the 


reeds of Zgypt, to relie too much upon 
terrene vanities, therefore God makes the 
Joy of their hearts to ceaſe, that he may 
take them off from dependency upon 
creature-comforts, Fere. 3. 22, 23. Ho. 
I 4. 2, 3- 

Cort: 1. Beware of finne, it will cauſe 
bori ſad looks and heavie hearte, Gen. 4. 
7. Amos 8.8, 9, 10. 

2, Keep your eye upon Heaven, 2 Chro. 
20. 12.1rs oncly a ray of his favour that 
can cheere your hearts, Pſal. g. g, 10. 

3. Diſclaime helpe from others, truſt 
nor tc your felves, Tſa. Zo. 1, 2,3. —3r. 
I. Pſal.20, 7.2 Cor. 1. 9. Created ſubſtan- 
CE8 are but vanitice. 


Se&. 2. The precious ſonnes of Zion may be 
much diſcouraged in their ſufferings. 


This people are much deje&ed in their 
thraldome, here you may bchold, is no- 
thing bat fighing,nothing but mourning, 


their hearts are prickt, they bleed, they - 


are readie to breake,they can feele no joy, 
-- 
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no comfort at all in their ſpirics : from 
whence obſerve ; | 

That Heavens darlings may be much 
daunted,much caft downe with their pre- 
ſent troubleg. Was it not thus with the 
Church when God ſent Tſaiah to give her 
a divine cordiall, when he cold her that 
God would have mercy upon her,did ſhee 
not reply , That the Lord had torfaken 
her, and God had utrerly forgotten her? 
Ta. 49, 13, 14. David a man afcer Gods 
owne heart, had a trembling come upon 
him, and was as it were overwhelmed 
with horror, becauſe of the voice of the 
enemie, becauſe of the oppreſſions of the, 
wicked, Pſal. 55. 3, 4, 5- And when Zion| 
was in affliction , did ſhee not as one in 
deſpaire cry out, My firength and my 
hope is periſhed from the Lord, Lam. 3, 
17,18. | 

1. Sudden and boyfterous ftormes ſome- 
times make ſtour-hearted Sea-men to give 
up all for gone, Pſal. $8. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, $ 
Tfa. 5 4. 11. Matth. 27. 46. 

2. Feeble things are ſoone throwne 
downe, they want ftcength, it is weak- 
nefſe of faith thas dejeRs their ſpirits, 
Matith. 8.24. 25, 26. 

How doe they expreſſe this their dejec- 
tion in the day of ſorrow, 


By 
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{ Immoderate weeping, 1 Sam. 30.3.4.) 
Grievous complaining, Pſal. 77. 3. | In the 
By Refuſing of conſolation, Fere.31.15. Ltime of 
1 Wearinefle of waicing, T/a.38. 13,14 Ccheir 
| Fainting wich griefe, Pſal. 40.12. | trouble 
LDeſpairing of deliverance, Lam. 3.54. 
Eorrol: 1. Givea check to the heavineile, 


to the ſadnefle of your ſoules, when you 
are in affliQions, P/al. 43. 5. The Apoſtles 
carried themſelves gallancly with much 
cheerfulneſſe in the worſt of times, Rom.5. 
3. AF.21. 13. Now that you may come 
neare them in the ſame Spirit, conſider, 


were very dolorous, Matti. 26.38. 


Luk. 22. 42. 


Je the ſorrowes of our Saviour 

I 

That what befals you is incident 

2<, to the beſt of Saings, 3 Cor. 10. 13. 
Cant. 2. 2. 

3 death will pur a period to all 

3 


your troubles, Apoc, 14. 13.,— 


his choſen ones, P/al. 126. 5, 6. 


Job. 16. 33. 
2. Brag not of what ſpirit you will be 


21. 4+ 
To God hath promiſed to deliver 
4 


when you come to ſuffer, you have but a 
little ſtrength in your ſelves, your hearts 
may come to deceive you, to fayle you 
when troubles come with a ftrong cur- 


rent 


— 
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rent upon you ; Thus did Peter, yet deni- | 


ed his Maſter, Mark, I 4. 29. 3 1. 68. &c. 

3. Keepup your heads, your hearts a» 
bove the waters of ſorrow, let them not 
finke your ſpirits, but under the worft of 
evils, retaine your joy, and in patience 


[ 


poſleſſe your ſoules, Lam. 3. 26. P ſal. 27. 


13, 14. 


—_— 


Verf. 16. The crowne is falne from our 
head, woe nnto #8 that wee have ſin- 
ned, | 


Sea.1.1/raels miſery in the fall of ber crowne. 


Las poore Tſrael,art thou yer further 
plunged into a ſea of miſery, one 
would have thought thou hadſt had e- 
nough of thy former related ſorrowes ? 
haſt thou now found out another dolo- 
rous afflition which like a ſword ſet to 


thy breaſt, js readie not encly further to | 
wound thee, bur co let out the very vitals 


of thy diftreticd ſoule ? Had not the ene» 
mies been ſufficiently miſcheivous to thee 
in ſeafing upon thine inheritance, in caft- 
ing contcmpt upon thy Elders, in raviſh- 


Ing thy virgins,and in cayfing thee to get 


thy bread wich the perill of thy life, be- 


— ES 


news 


cauſe of the ſword of the Wilderneſſe, 


bat 
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but muſt they necds take away thy crown 
too ; Time was when thou did'ft flouriſh, 
when thou wert the cerror of Nations, 
and the admiration of other Countries, 
but now it ſeems that chy honour is cum- 


bled into duft,and the Diadem of thy glo- Enquiries 
ry is broken in peices: my bowels are mo- _ the 
ved for thee, I commiſerate thy caſe , for ,,"".. 
whereas thou wert great among the Na- Jewes have 


tions, and a Princefſe among the Provin- loft. 


Y .- 
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ces, thou art brought, low, very low, yea 
{ſo low that thou hafi no reſpe&, no re- 
nowne, no wreath, no crowne upon thy 
head. But becauſe I finde many ſorts of 
Crownes ſpoken of in Scripture, that I 
may the more ſeriouſly and ſadly lament 
with thee, tell mee in perticular what 
crowne it is, that is taken from thee, I 
know thou haſt loſt the crowne of twelve 
ſtarres, Apoc.12. x. For iniquitie hath ex- 
tinguiſht that glory, Lam. 4. 13, 14- and 
thy Prophets partake nor of Heavens rays, 
Lam. 2.9. What doeſt thou retaine thy 
crowne of age, Pro, 17.6. or thy crowne 
of the wiſe and ſages of thy people, Prov. 
14.24. No, | know the one is not hon = 
red, and the orher is ceaſed from the gate, 
but I ſuppoſe ic may be ſomething elle, 
chat now thou doeſt thus bitterly mourne 
for, what is it that thou haſt not thy re- 
-  pute 
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with thee : It may be ic is thy Regall | 


crowne, 2 Sam. 12. 30., becauſe thy King 


_ or thy Prophets, becauſe thy teachers that 


4 things 
felicitare 
& Nation» 


Worldly 
Glory but 


4 Yantle, 


pute of faithfulnefſe, or now as formerly 
hopes of a mercifull deliverance;for thefe 
are crownes, 1 Theſ. 2. 9. Pſal.103. 4. or is 
it not the crowne of thy plentie, P ſal. 65. 
11. that thy grievous famine makes thee 
complaine for ? If theſe be not they, give 
me leave to expoftulate a little further 


Zedekiab is carried in fetters to Babylon, 
2 King. 25. 4. &c. or thy holy crowne, 
Exod.zg. 30. thy Temple, thy Priefthood, 


breathed our holineffe are put to filence, 
Lam.2. 6, or thy crowne of victory, Ape. 
6. 2. becauſe thou formerly having been? 
great conquerour,art now conquerd and 
captived by thy adverſary, Lam. 4. 3. or 
laftly, the crowne of thy ſtate and glory, 
Fob 19. 9. for thou waſt not in times pafi 


without ſtate in thy owne borders, nor 
without renowne among forreigne Prin- 
ces, Lam.4.12.Well now O Tſrael if in theſe 
foure laſt, which ſpeak the proſperity and | 
honour of a Nation, wee have fund out 
the crowne, the lofſe whereof thou doeft 


{o much lament, then thou maiſt plainly | 


ſee, | 
That ſtate and glory are ſubje& to mu- 


tabilicie, that theſe ſometimes fall off, and | 


reſt 


£ 


bl; 
me 
thy 
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reft not upon the head of the Church and 
Common-wealth, Fere. 13. 9. ad 15. Iſa. 
28. 3, 4-*Lam. 1. 1,2, 4 

| . States are corrupted, Mic.3.9,10,11. 
© When Their filthines is manitett, La 8,9 
| brift in his ordinances is fligh- 
© > red, Matth. 23. 37, 38. 

p-:-* Fre rejefeth them, fere.14.17,18,19. 


The enemy thus prevailes againſt 
them, Lam. 1. 11+ 16. 

1, lsit the want ofthy Princely crown? Corroleries, 
1| Is it becauſe the diadem of thy kingdome 
'| isfalne off from thee, and fer upon the 
head of Babylon, that the teares trickle 
from thine eycs;, and that thy words are 
the expreflions of thy griefe; It would be 
4| well thou wouldſt look upon thy finne as 
well as thy lofſe ; for though Princes may 
fall by their owne wiltulneſle, x Xing, 12. 
14. through their pride, Pro. 16.18. Dans. 
20. covetouſneſſe, Fere, 22. 17, 18,19. 
injuſtice, Pro. 29. 4. and tyranny over the 
@ People, Tſa.14.5,6,7. yer ] feare thy ſe- 
14 | CUrity, thy preſumption, and impeniten- 
| cy hath puld off the crown from the head 
-q| Of Zedekjah. Wee muft not alwayes ſoly 
blame our Princes for their falls, our fins 
| may be deftruftive to their Majcſtique 
- | thrones, Fere. 49. 3, 4. Hoſ. 10, 3, 4. Hoſ- 

id | 13. IT, 12, 

>< 2. Doeſt 
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2. Doeſtthou thus mourne becauſe the 
crowne Royal of ſacred ordinances with 
thy teachers and paſtors is tumbled into 
che duſt ; now that thy excernall want 
may be produ&ive of ſincere incernall re- 
pentings, conſider whether thy ſelfe have 
not done this miſchicfe to thy ſelfe ; for! 
untill ſuch time as a people looſe their 
firft love, contemne his meſſengers, and 
flighe his graces, the Lord doth not uſu- 
ally throw downe his Candleſticks, put 
our his lights, and take off this.gloriouw| 
crowne from off their heads, Apoc. 2: 4,5, 
2 Chro. 36.15, 16. 

3. Is it the loſs of the crowne of State 
and viory that is now the ſubje& mat- 
ter of chy griefe ? 

Its time for thee ro implore a reflex of 
Heavens favour,for thou art in a ſad con- 
dition, Tſa. 64.9, 10, 11, 12. | 

4. Well now O Iſrael, feeing thou haf 
made gheſe diſcoveries,and preſented this 
thy miſery,thy extreame miſery as an ob- 
jet to our view, thy nocuments hall be 
-——_— unto our ſelves, and herc- 

ore | 


ſenſible of thy ſorrowes, and to have| TE 


Ya wee will endeavour to be ver} th 
i 


ſympathizing affeQions in all thy *1 
ccoubles. | B, 


s Thur 


_ Zions Sufferings. 
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the i/-Thus co do is our duty, Rom. 12.15. 
ith 2Nlf wee doe not, wee ſhall adde to 
Ito thine afflition, Lam. 1. 12. 

nt 3 JOthers pitic is ſome cheering in the 
re- TC day of miſery, Fob 19. 21- 

ave Secondly, wee will look for better,for 
for immortall crownes, theſe, the beſt of 
cir] 2< theſe here below may faile us, and if 
nc then we ſhould have no other,the loſs 
ſu: of theſe will lye very heavie upon our 
WK ſpirits. . 

w. f© Thirdly, wee will throw downe our 


| Ycrownes by ſelfe abnegation at the 
| 3x feet of Chriſt, Apoc. 4.10. for now we 


ate ſee there is no other way either to ſe- 
ats cure them or the Crowne of Glory to 
our ſfclves, 


0f| Sect.2. Yee muſt refle& upon our ſins when we 
0 lIye under the worſt of evills, 


af| In this latter part of this verſe,the Fews 
1is | Point out to us the ſpring head, the foun- 
þ. . tain of all their calamities,neither in this 
be! do they fiend us forthwith to the rage and 
-| malice of their enemies, nor yet to the 
| feircenctle and feveriry of Heavens juſtice, 
ry| though borh were very conſiderable in 
ye! Telation to the cauſe of their excreami- 
hy. tles,no they neither blame God,nor their 
Babyloniſh adverſarics, they take all upon 
K them- 
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2. Doeſt thou thus mourne becauſe the 
crowne Royal of ſacred ordinances with 
thy teachers and paſtors is tumbled into 
the duſt ; now that thy externall want 
may be produftive of ſincere internall re- 
pentings, conſider whether thy ſelfe have 
not done this miſchicfe to thy ſelfe ; for: 
untill ſuch time as a people looſe their 
firft love, contemne his meſſengers, and 
flight his graces, the Lord doth not uſu: 
ally throw downe his Candleſticks, pu 
out his lights, and take off this gloriow' 
crowne from off their heads, Apoc. 2. 4,5, 
2 Ghro. 36.15, 16. | 

3. Is it the loſs of the crowne of State| 
and viQory that is now the ſubje& mat-| 
ter of chy griefe ? 

Its time for thee ro implore a reflex of 
Heavens favour,for thouart in a ſad con- 
dition, T/a. 64.9, 10, 11, 12. | 

4. Well now O Iſrael, feeing thou haft 
made gheſe diſcoverics,and preſented this 
thy miſery,thy extreame miſery as an ob- 
jet to our view, thy nocuments {hall be 
T—_ unto our ſelves, and therc-| 

ore 


1< ſenſible of thy ſorrowes, and to have 
ſympathizing affc&ions in all thy 
ccoubles. 


s Thus 


Firft, wee will endeavour to be very 


Jus! 
5. 


ate| 


af* 
| 
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i/- Thus co do Is our duty, Rom. 12.15. 
2Nlf wee doe not, wee ſhall adde to 
thine afflittion, Lam. 1. 12. 
2 JOthers pitic is ſome cheering in the 
C day of miſery, Fob 19. 21+ 
Secondly, wee will look for bertter,for 
immortall crownes, theſe, the beſt of 
2< theſe here below may faile us, and if 
then we ſhould have no other,the loſs 
of theſe will lye very heayie npon our 
ſpirits, — 
Thirdly, wee will throw downe our 
N crownes by ſclfe abnegation at the 
38 feet of Chriſt, Apoc. 4.10, for now we 
ſee there is no other way either to ſe- 
cure them or the Crowne of Glory to 
our ſfc]ves, 


SeCt.2. Wee muſt refle& upon our ſins when we 
Iye under the worſt of evills, 


In this latter part of this verſe,the Jews 
point out to us the ſpring head,the foun- 


_ tain of all their calamities,neither in this 


do they icnd us forthwith to the rage and 


| malice of their enemies, nor yet to the 


feircenctle and feveriry of Heavens juſtice, 


ry, though both were very conſiderable in 


relation to the cauſe of their extreami- 
ties,no they neither blame God,nor their 
Babyloniſh adverſarics, they take all upon 

K then- 
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chemtelves, and charge onely rhe guilt of 
f1:nc chat lies upon rheic ſoules, as pro-| 
cuttive of their miſceries ; hence ir 1s, that 
though they be filled with bitrerneſſe,and. 
drunken with wormwood, though they! 
be in dark places, and have the chaines of 
thraldome hang heavy upon eheir legg, 
they do not murmure,they onely lament, 
they doe not repine, they doe but com- 
plaine, and in their complaint cry out 
not of their pangs ſo much as of their finz, 
ſaying, Woe unto ws that wee have ſinned 
Whereby they give us to know, | 
Ob ſerv: That ſenſe of ſorrow is the frui! 
of {inne, there is no other tree beares it, 
ithath no other mother for its produc-| 
tion ; this brought upon women their] 
pangs in bringing forth children,Gen.z, 
16. Was it not becauſe the Jewes were for 
gettull of the God of their ſalvation, and 
not mindful of che rock of their ſtrength, 
that their harveſt was removed in the 
Cay of inhericance, and that there wu 
deadly or deſperate forrow in their ſouls! 
T/a. 17. 30, 11. Was it not fins guilt that 
cauſed ſuch pangs in the hears of Mart, 
that they made her come weeping to the] 
Lord Chcift ? Luk. 7. 38. And was it not! 
the ſame that like a ſword ranne through 


The {oule of them that crucified the ſcnne 


of 


ah. 
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of God, A&. 2. 37. Now in this ſubjeQ, Conſcientia 
- that is verified which was once threatned Peccat? do- 


to Tſrael ; becauſe they would nor be ob- : 
ſervant of the Law, and dread the glori- 
ous and fearefull name of the Lord their 
God, now they finde no eaſe among the 
Nations, they have trembling hearts, fai- 
ling of eyes, and ſorrow or perplexity in 
their ſpirits, Deut. 28. 58. 65. | 

Sin like a thorne muſt pricke the hearc, 
and make the ſoule ſenſible of ſorrow. 

I. Leaſt it fall into aLethargie, Apople- 
xie, deadnefſe or dulnefſe, whereby it ſhall 
become inapprehenfve of its owne miſe- 
ry in reſpe& of the guilt of finne, and di- 
vine diſpleaſure, Rather then man ſhall 
looſe his taft, he ſhall havea cup of the 
wine of juſtice to quicken him, and to rc- 
vive the ſenſes of his foule, Pſal. 75. 8. 

2. To take off his feareleſnefſe of Gods 
ſacred and majeftique preſence. Reveren- 
tiall feare ſhould ever bes in our hearte, 
As 9.31. If merey will noc bring us to- 
feare him, juſtice for ſinne muſt bring us 
to a cremulation before him, Rom.11,19, 
20 Heb. 12. 28; 29. 

Children may grow ſaucie, bur the fa- 
thers aufterity will work reverence. 

34g prevent $SSinne, P/ſal. 119. 67. 
3 dallying mY Ornh Eccleſ. 9. 1o. 

| K 2 Children 


Zions Sufferings. 


chemieives, and charge onely rhe guilt of 
f1:2nc chat lies upon their ſoules, as pro- 
cutive of their miſeries ; hence ir is, that 
though they be filled with bicrernelſle,and, 
drunken with wormwood, though they! 
be in dark places, and have the chaines of 
thraldeme hang heavy upon heir leggs, 
they do not murmure,they onely lament, 
they doe not repine, they doe but com- 
plaine, and in their complaint cry out 
not of their pangs ſo much as of their fing, 
ſaying, Woe unto us that wee have ſinned, 
Whereby they give us to know, 

Obſerv: That ſenſe of ſorrow is-the fruit 
of linne, there is no other tree beares it, 
ithath no other mother for its produc- 
tion ; this brought upon women their 
pangs in bringing forth children,Gen.z, 
16. Was it not becauſe the Jewes were for- 
gettull of the God of their ſalvation, and 
not mindful of che rock of their ſtrength, 
that their harveſt was removed in th: 
Cay of inhericance, and that there wa 
deadly or deſperate ſorrow in their ſouls 
T/a. 17. 10, 11. Wag it not ſins guilt that 
cauſed ſuch pangs in the hears of Mart, 
that they made her come weeping to the 
Lord Chriſt ? Luk, 7. 38. And was it not! 
the ſame that like a ſword ranne through 
che {oule of them that crucified the _ 
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of God, AF. 23. 37. Now in this ſubject, Conſcientia 1 
- that is verified which was once threatned P*ccat? do- 


to Tſrael ; becauſe they would nor be ob- 
ſervant of the Law, and dread the glori- 
ous and fearefull name of the Lord their 
God, now they finde no eaſe among the 
Nations, they have trembling hearts, fai- 
ling of eyes, and forrow or perplexity in 
their ſpirits, Deut. 28. 58. 65. | 

Sin like a thorne muſt pricke the hearc, 
and make the ſoule ſenfible of ſorrow. 

I. Leaft it fall into a Lethargie, Apople- 
xie, deadnefſe or dulnefſe, whereby it thall 
become inapprehenfve of its owne miſe- 
ry in reſpe& of the guilt of ſinne, and di- 
vine diſpleaſure, Rather then man ſhall 
looſe his taft, he ſhall havea cup of the 
wine of juſtice to quicken him, and to rc- 
vive the ſenſes of his foule, Pſal. 75. 8. 

2. To takeoff his feareleſnefle of Gods 
ſacred and majeftique preſence. Reveren- 
tiall feare ſhould ever bes in our hearte, 
Afﬀs9.31. If merey will not bring us to. 
feare him, juſtice for finne muſt bring us 
ro a cremulation betore him, Rom.11,19, 
20 Heb. 12. 28, 29. 

Children may grow ſaucie, bur the ſa- 
thers aufterity will work reverence. 

3a prevent SSinne, Pſal. 119. 67. 
5 dallying 63 Dans, Eccleſ. 9. Io. 
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Chiidren are fearelet{e of danger,they 
will play at the very holes of waſpes ; 
ſuch is their ;jndifcretion,that they will 
toy it with the choiceſt jewels, though 
they looſe them,or make them altoge- 
ther unuſetull for themſelves:the ſmart 
of fin muſt teach wiſdome to our ſouls, 

4. To ſhew that as miſery is the effect 
ot finne, ſo comfort, ſo dcliverance is 
wholly from the Lord, 2 Cer. 1. 4. 9. 

Harbour not, Fere. 4. 1 © 

Corral: A& not, Ge nag py + CSinne, 
'Clrs burden is heavie, Gen. 4. 13. Mat.27. 
| 4. Not onely to the wicked, but to the 
Godly, Pſal. 32. 3, 4- 1a. 38. 13, 14. 
9 Heavens woe like a Hue and cry is ever 
| | upon the purſuit of finfull ſoules, Fud.. - 
1 11. Iſa. 5.8. 11. 20, 31. Habb. 2. 15. 
[ Matth. 23. 13, 14, 15. &c. 


_ Seft. 3. Senſe of outward paine, puts the ſoule 


ito pangs. 


Sinne makes deep wounds, Fere. 30.12, 
13, 24. and theſe wounds are cauſative of 
much paine, Fere, 30. 15. they ſee many 
evils, Fob 10.17.and ſuch whole greatneſs 
are perplexative to their ſpirits, Lam. x.12. 
for they behold them with much of gi- 
ſtceile, Pſal.6. 3. Matth.26. 37. without all 
comfort of ſpirit, Fob 6. 2. Pſal. 77. 2. 

with 


F 
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with horror and feare of greater miferies, 


to come upon them, Fere. 20. 4. Fob 15.21. 
and with very much of deſpaire, Pſal. 77. 
7, 8,9,10. ſo that now being thus ſer up- 
on the racke, they may very well exprefſe 
their lamenting with a woe, and cry our, 
Iyoe unto us that wee have ſinned. 

Obſerv: Senſe of miſery purs the foul up- 
on forrow , Apoc. 6. 16, 17. Lam. 1.2. 
The rod hath its voice, Mica. 6.9. it ſpcaks 
our duties, as well as finnes diſcoveries, 
Pal. 119. 71. and having convinced us it 


works both ſhame and ſorrow in our ſpi- 


Tits, 

Corrol: O that Exgland; treubles which 
ſhee hath long cryed out of , would once 
worke in her a ſenſe of finnes ſinfulneſle, 
Job 13.26. enquirie after her ſpeciall pro- 
vocations, Gen. 42.21. Pſal. go. 7,8. an 
acknowledgment of her perticular tranſ- 
greflions, Pſal. 32, 3, 4, 5. with a dereſta- 
tion of all iniquitic whatſoever, Tſa. 30. 
22, 

That ic may produce theſe effe&s,O that 
ſhee would confider ; | 

That whilcft wee fin wee are liable to 
Heavens curſe, Deut. 28. 16, 17. 

Thar if judgement be heavie, the full vi- 
als of wrath will be intolerable, Deut. 28. 


46, 47+ 
K 3 That 
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Thac thouſands are now in Hell, for the 
ſame ſins wee ſtand guilty of, witnefſe So- 
dom, the glutton, Chorazin. 

That though wee be now well, we know 
not how ſoone we may be in everlafting 
flames, Luk. 12. 20. | 

That wee have little cauſe to expe fa- 
vour,ſfecing God hath powred out wrath 
already upon others, Luk. 13. 3. 

Let our forrow be ; 

Sorrow of heart, troubles ſoften mens 
ſpirits, Fob 23.16..and contrite hearts are 
the belt ſacritice, Pſal. 51. 17. 

Godly ſorrow, not for miſery, not for 
ſhame, bur for finne, 1 Cor. 7. 11. 

Reprehenfive to our ſoules, like a traine 
of Gunpowder fireing all our finnes, P ſal. 


- SI 4 5. 14. 


In a degree proportionable to our ini- 
quitics, 2 Chro. 32. 25, 26,33, 12. 


Sc A. 4. Senſe of ſin is more heavie to the ſoule 
then any outward miſ- ry. 


It is not the ſword, or famine fo much 
as (jnne that now gripes them, that now 
ſtings them zt the heart,they do not com- 
plaine of their late Joffes, of their rigid- 
taskmaſters, or their empty bellies, it is 
their tinnes not theſe, that extra@& theſe 


crics, and therefore they ſay , Woe unto #s | 


a 


that 
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that wee have finned, From whence wee 


obſerve. 

Thag fin to a conviQed creature,is more 
prefſive then any other preſſure what ſoc- 
ver, Pſal. 38. 3, 4, 5+ 

I. This ſoule now conſiders the vilenes, 
the offenfiveneſſe of its corruptions, Pſat. 
119. 59. It is ſenſible how they have 
not onely wounded it ſelfe, but peirced 
through the very Lord of life, Zech. 12. 
10.[t is not ignorant either of the nature, 
x Fob. 3, 4. Epbeſ. 4. 18. At.5. 39.—— 
7.51. or the effeQs of its filthy tinnes, 
ITſa.5 9.2. Rom.6. 21. and therefore fecling 
them very ponderous, very heavie, very 
weightie, as not regarding outward at- 
fiions, it groanes before its God onely 
as preſſed, as ſqueized with the burden of 
its ſinnee. 

2, Secondly, it knowes that death can 
put a period to i:s external] evills, yet ir 
cannot to the worſt, to the ſaddeſt effc&s 
of its grievous ſinnes, Tſa. 57. 2. Apoc. 14. 
13 —Matth. 25.41, Lith, 16.23, 24- and 
therefore it is that it cryes out more of 
finne then of paine, ſaying, IYoe unto mee 
that I bave finned. | 

Corrol: 1. Meaſure not thy (innes by the 
Lords patience, Pſal. 50.20, 21,22. Eccleſ. 
8. 11,13, Rom. 1, 18, — 2, 4, 5+ thy pre- 

| 4 {er- 
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(ervation.fnay be a reſervation to a tur- 


ther evill7, vengeance is but aſlcep, take | 


heed thy finnes awake it not to thy coſt, 
Gods forbearance will prove no acquit- 
Lance. 

2. Look upon your ſinnes as the Law 
preſents them to your view, it doth not 
prefent them as cordials, but rather as 
poyſon, killing and deſtruive to your 
ſoules, Rom.7. 7. 9. Rom. 3. 20. | 

3. Conſider the miſerable eftate of fin- 
ning and linfull creatares,their fins, their 
COrTUPtIONs are as a bodie of dearh unto 
thcir ſoules, and they like dead carkaſles, 
corrupt more and more,2 Tim.3, 13. they 
are not ſenſible of chemfclves as loathe 
ſome in the ſight of God, Apoc. 3. 13. and 
as they feek not life, Mat. 4. 16. ſo they 
profit by no meanes that makes for the 
{piricuall vivifying of their hearts, Mat, 
13. 14- 

Corrol: O Feruſaſem, 1 may ſay to thee 
as God ſometimes ſaid to the Jewes; 
Haſt thou not procured this unto thy ſelfe , in 
that thou haſt forſuken the Lord thy God? 


Fere.2+ 17.*Therefore enquire which way 


thou hafi deſerted him,what is the plague 


of thy heart, 1 King. 8. 38. the ulcer upon | 


thy ſoule, and endeavour to finde out the 


particular finne, or ſinnes that are cauſa- | 
= tive | 
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tive of thy gricfe. If there be but an Achan 
in the Camp, all Tſrael muſt flee before her 

enemies, one finne is enough to draw the 

black lines of Heavens wrath over our 

ſpirits. Let me then perſwade thee to im- 

pannell thy Jury of inqueſt, ro aſcend in- 
to the tribunall of thy own conſcience, 
to ſet forth thy ſelfe againſt thy ſelfe, and 

not to deale ſparingly , but impartially 

with thy own heart,leave not a tone un- 

turned over, a corner unſearched, a cran- 

ny not lookt into, that ſo having found 
out what hath thas ſadly expoſed thee to 
divine diſpleaſure, thou maiſt not onely 

ſmite upon thy thigh, and cry out, What 
have I done, but likewiſe upon the unba- 

ring of thy wounds, have balme from Gi- 

lead,a ſacred plaifter for the curing of thy 

ſores, Now that wee may all beprivic to 
our particular tranſgreſſions and provo- 
cations, let us ſeriouſly and with ſedulity 

make uſe of theſe enſuing Rules. 


Firſt, Lec us obſerve what weeare the yg, 
moſt tempted to, and have the leaſt power finde our 
to reſi}, ourſpeciall 

Satan knowes where our ſtrength lies, 29d provo- 

and makes his battery at our weakeſt *"8Huncs. 
works. | | 
_ Secondly, Take notice fo foone as thou 
awakeſt,and immediately after duty whay 
I$ 


wide. nw. 
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Theſe Fewes are not now ignorant, that | 


_— — 


is the firſt aſſault rhat the enemy makes 
upon thy ſpirit. 

The Devil knowes thy inclination, and 
at thoſe times eſpecially , as making 
moſt for his advantage he ſets upon 
thee, that by his helliſh bait he may en- 
ſnare thee. 

 Thirdly,Confider what finnes are moft 
thy companions, and the place of thine 
abode. | 

Hee that lives in Sodome will have a 
{match of her finne, Gen. 19. 33. 

Fourthly , Look upon thine aftlition 
eye the judgement that is upon thee, our 
Annes are ſometimes written upon our 
firoakes, 

Pharaoh, David, and others, might read 
cheir ſinne in the puniſhment upon 
themſelves. 

Laſtly, Conſult with the wiſe, judici- 
ous Chriſtians will tell thee, what they 
ſee, and if they be not able to make diſ- 
covery, expoſtulate the caſe with God, 
Fob 10. 2. | 

Hee can the beſt diſcloſe the ſecret evils 
of our ſoules. 


SeA.5. Miſery many times brings the ſoule 
to confeſſion upon her knees. | 


che 


> 6 8h 


alk pup , 


pink, nd pw 3 @ 


aa 6c mw as Sn ©: ow ras to tth fit. ſk, IN I fd FRkMO £& ©@ felt oth 


Zions Sufferings. 


13TI 


the Lords pardon is the ſequel to rhe 
ſoules confeſſion, 1 Fob. 1. 9. they look 
upon it as the beft way to clear the pro- 
ceſs of Heaven, they know that finne mult 
be judged either here or at the great tr1- 
bunall, and therefore that they may ho- 
nour mercy, and prevent a more direfull 
ſentence, they anticipate judgement , 
though their bodies be affli&ted, by clear- 
ing Gods juftice,and taking the blame un- 
to themſelves, they endeavour to prevent 
the damnation of their ſoules;and in this 
you may fee the bleſſed effe& of their pre- 
ſent troubles, for time was when they 
would not be brought upon their knees, 
when they would not acknowledge their 
ſinnes, when they would not take any 
ſhame unto themſelves,but now their mi- 
ſeries having read a leQure of the guilt of 
ſinne both in their hearts and lives, and 
having convinced them, that they have 


 blowne up: the coalcs of divine jealouſie 


againſt themſelves, and chat all the evills, 
they now endure, are but the off-ſpring, 
the produQ of their finnes, they declaime 
not againſt Chaldean cruelty,but as a tefti- 
fication of their griefe for Heavens offence 
they cry againft their finnes, ſaying, Yee 
anto us that wee have ſinned, From . whence 


wec note; 
Obſerv: 
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Excite- 
ments to 
finnes con- 


feflion- 


0h ſerv: That affliion,ſorrow,diſtreſſ 
brought upon the ſoule for finne, are cx. 


tra&ive of its confeſſion of its finne. Ln]. 


but Gods band lye heavie upon Davil, 


and his moiſture turnes into the drought] - 


of ſummer, then his whole ſoule, all hi 
ſinnes as his ſores ſhall be layed open be 
fore the Lord, Pſal.32. 4,5. Iſraels calami. 
tics have now diſcovered her finnes,as the 
onely traytors, and therefore (hee dare 
not conceale them, as her moſt dangerous 
and deadly diſeaſes, and therefore ſhe: 
muſt diſcloſe them in humble confeſſion 
eo the Phyfitian of her ſoule, Ezra g. 15. 
Dan, 9g. 10, 11. . 

Corrol: x, In your greateſt extremities do 
as theſe captives doe,be not afraid, be not 
aſhamed to cry out more of your finne 
then of your paines, it is your finne that 
Is the cauſe of your ſmart, for whereforc 
doth the living man complaine ? where 
fore lies ke under prefſures,but for the pu- 
niſhment of his finne, Lam.3.39. And chat 
you may be free in theſe acknowledge- 
ments, conſider. 


J'th ſ1nnes confeſſion doth bur plucke 
" 


the {word'out of the wound, & make 


” It capable of a plaifter for its cure. 
That our confefſion doth not offer a 


.& bill of inditcment againſt us ro divine | 


juftice, 


Zions Sufferings. 
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3 juſtice, but onely a ſad complaine to 

_ \ the Lords pirie, to Heavens mercie. 
and utterance, and griefe expreſſed is 

' the quicklieſt eaſed. 

Thar you ſhall never be ſhut out of 
Heaven for your confeſſed badnefle, 
Prov. 28. 13.. though you may be 
throwne into hell tor ycur ſuppoſed 
goodnele. 

That if wee confefſe our finnes, which 
are our debts, God will crofle his 

5 books, & draw the red lines of Chriſts 

" bloud over the black lines of our fins. 
That though finnes commiſſion make 
for Gods diſhonour, finnes confeſſion 
is much advancing to Heavens glorie, 

. Foſh. 7. 19, 20. 

Corrol: 2. Let not your confeſſions be 
mcerly verbaJl, like that of Pharaoh King 
of Xgypt to Moſes, Exed. g. 27. nor enfor- 
ced or 1queized out of your ſoules, like 
that of Saul to Samuel, 1 Sam. 15.19-4d.24. 
nor deſperate like the confeflion of Judas 
co the Pileſts, Matth. 27, 3. but let them 
ſpeake; 


| are {enhble of the filthinefle and (infulnes 


| of your finnes, 
God will have Judah to ſee her way and 
know 


ww all paſſions are allayed by vent 
3 


1. Your knowledge, that your ſcules 
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feffions Normous crimes againſt your God 


know what ſhee hath done, Fere2-1] 


David did not hide his horrid finne 
murther, when he ſaid , Delver 
from bloud-guiltineſſe O God, thou God) 
my ſalvation, Pſal. 51. 14- 

3- The humilicie of your ſoules, Dan, 
13, 14. 

ti Lord will not heare from Heavy 

and ſeale up our pardon without h 
miliation, 2 Chron, 7. 14. 

4. Your willing acceptation of that pu 
niſhment that is layed upon you, Lent, 
26. 41, 42. | 

Our guilt when God firikes muſt tea 
filence to our ſoules. | 

<. Sinnes deſertion, wee muſt forſakt 

them as well as confeſſe them, Pro.28. 13, 

Wee muft not be ficke like doggs, dif 

gorge our ſtomachs, & returne co ou 

vomits. 

6. Your ſupplications, your intreatit 


OY an manik bow — Fo PC Ss"3-EPT 


for their forgiveneſſe, Exod. 22. 31, 32 
Its prayer that goes to Heaven to tet 
our pardon, Luk. 13. 13, 14. 


Verf. 17; 
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Verl. 17. For this our heart is faint, 
| for theſe things our eyes are dim. 


Sea. 1. The beſt are expoſed to ſorrow. 
V Hat is it O thou Church that is 
come upon thee,that there is this 
griefe, this trouble, this perplexity in thy 
ſpirit ? Are thy children deſolate becauſe 
the enemie hath prevailed? is thy metro- 
, polis, thy chiefe Citie become as a men- 


pu] firuous woman in the repute of the Hea- 
vil then? Are thy virgins and thy young men 


| carried into thraldome ? Have thy Priefts 
ad] and thy Elders given up the ghoſt in the 
| | fireets, whileft they ſoughe for bread to 
ak releive their ſoules? What doth the ſword 
131 deftroy abroad,& is there death at home? 
if Lam. 1. 16,17,18,19, 20. 1 feare, it is yet 
zu] worſe with thee, that as an addition to 
all this, the guilt of thy ſinnes lie heavie 
ja upon thee. This thou haſt confeſt to be 
. | befallen thee, ſurely all this is. enough to 
ic make the frouteſt creature to bleed in- 
wardly, the ftrongſt heart to finke,and to 
dye with ſorrow ; I cannot wonder then 
if theſe thy miſeries have taken thee off, 
of thy wheeles,hinder thy ſpirituall com- 
poſedneffe, thy habituall A 
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and the Sabbath of thy ſpiric, and now 
cauſe thy teares to be. aboundant, thy 
fighs to be many, and chy heart to fainr, 
Surely wee cannot ſee thee thus weather- 
beaten, thus tofſcd with rtempefts and 
ſtormes of troublc, but wee muſt necds be 
convinced of this as a certain truth, 

Obſerv: That the belt are not out of the 
reach of miſery, or that there is no out- 
ward calamity, but ic may fall upon the 
Godly as well as others, Eccleſ.g.1. Ahab: 
and Foſiahs ends concurre,in their circums 
ſtances,and Saul and Fonathan, though dif- 
ferent in their deportments, yet in their 
deaths they were not divided, 2 Sam. 1, 
23+ 
No man knowes either love or hatred 
by that, thart is before them. 
The ſnow & hayle of adverſity lights 
2< upon the beſt gardens, as well as the 

barren waſts. 

The beſt of Saints have the ſame nature 
32 with others, 1 Cor. 10. 13. 

The moſt eminent Chriſtians ſome- 

times as well as others {inne againlt 

their God. 

Here wee are Souldiers and muſt look 

for hot 8kirmiſhes, Marriners and 


3Y muſt not thinke to ſayle wichout te* | 


dious ftormes, 


em em—————_—_ 


Corrol: 1. 
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Corrol: 1. Be notdiſcouraged O yee poor 
ſouls, though the world be a ſea,a rough; 
a raging and a dangerous ſea unto your 
ſelves, yea be not deje&ed and all toge- 
ther caſt downe, though a heavie weight 
of gricfe by reaſon of finne and troubles 
the effe&s of finne come to lye preſſing 
upon your ſpirits, though your hearts be 
faint, let chem not dye, you ſee the Iſrael 
of God hath drunk deep of the cup of 
ſorrow ; and further to keep you alive, 
though in a languiſhing condition, con- 
Roy; | 
I. That there is tranſcendent mercy, Six ſup- 
mercy farre greater to be hoped for from Ports for 
our God, then any miſery wee can en- nog mon 
dure. worſt of 
2. Thai there is a hand put down from times, 


Heaven, that when the Saints are in dan- 
ger to keep up their heads from finking. 

3- That great ſorrows, doe but accelle- 
Tate, doe but haften divine compaſſions. 

It is not Gods oportunity,untill yoar 
ſoules be in great extremity. 

4. Though God multiply his ftroakes 
upon you, it is not becaule he hates, but 
rather becauſe he loves you, his defigne is 
not to deſtroy you, but to reforme you. 

$5. Light ſhall ſpring out of your dark- 


| Neſfe, good ſhall come our of your evills, 


L and 
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and joy out of the ſorrow that is In your, 
hearts, Rom. $, 23, 

6. You ne<d not feare, Chriſt hath taken 
away the curſe,neicher fin nor death have 
a ſting to kill your ſouls. 

Corrol: 2. Let no Chrittians look to be 
excmpted, think of fayling to their har- 
bour, wichour ſome dangers, expe to 
eo Without their ſhare of affli&ions,their 
portion of the worids troubles, 

1. The Church in all ages hath been 
tolſed with ſome tempeſts , the plower 
plowed upon her back and made deep 
fturcowes, Pſal. 129. 1, 2. 

2. Chriſt himſelte was deſpiſed and re- 
j*Rted, and not onely acquainted with 
gricte, but a man of ſorrowes, Iſa. 53. 3. 

3. God hath ever had his tire in Zim, 
and his turnace in Hieruſalem, Tja, 31. 9. 
and the choiceſt Saints like che fineſt goid 
for tryall, muſt paſſe the flamee. | 


St. 2. Chriſtians have bowels for others in 
afflic}ons, 


The Chalde Paraphraſe will have theſe 
ficſt words to relate ro the ruins of Zion in 
che next verſe, and therefore ir renders 
them, For this houſe of the Sanfuary which is 
de ſolate our beart is faint, & indeed it ſhews| 
us as the afteQions, ſo the Chriſtians de- 
port-| 
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portment in the Churches croubles, 

Obſerv: Zions ſutferings, like darts pc- 

nitrate the ſouls of Gods precious Saints. 
Theſe made the wite of Phineas fa}l into 
travel), and upon her delivery to call her 
ſonne Ichabod, becauſe the Arke being ta- 
ken the glory was departed from Tjrael, 
I Sam. 4. 18, 19. It it be a day of trouble, 
of treading downe,and of great perplexi- 
ty by the Lord God of hofts in the valley 
of viſion, the Propher Tſaiah cannot re- 
fraine from weeping, Tja.22.4, 5. Thus it 
was with Feremiah our lamenting Pro- 
pher, for when the ſword and famine de- 
firoyed the Inhabicants of Hieruſalem, 
then he cryed, Let mine eyes run downe with 
teares , let them not ceaſe, for the virgin 
deighter of my people is broken with a great 
breach, with agrievous blow, Jere.14.17,18. 
And no marvaile if they have been thus 
aficfed with rhe Churches miſeries. 
1. Thedownfall, the deſolation of Zi- 
on is the wicxeds triumph, Pſal 13. 3, 4. 
Moah «kipt for joy when Tſrael was di- 
Rrefſed, (hee was to her a derition in the 
day of her afflition, Fere. 48. 27. 

2. When the Church iutfcrs God is 
diſhonoured, Det. 9. 28. and his honour 
hath ever been pretious to gratious hearts, 
Exod. 32. 32. Rom. 9.3. 

| L'2 3. Zions 
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3. Zions proſperity is not onely joy, 
bur hath alwayes been a chiefe joy to a| 
Chriſtians ſoule, Pſal. 137. 6. 
Corrol: 1. Benot like Edom, Obad. 11,12, 
12, 14. 
"7Jeavens woe purſued ſome for not 
ſywpathizing wich Joſeph in his af 
flictions, Amos 6. 1. 6+ 
2. Mourne tor the Churches miſerie, 
Micah ». 3, 9. 
God iath impoſed this as a dutie upon| 
your ſoules, Ezeck. 6.11. 

This hath been praiſed by the Saint, 
Ferem. 51.51. 

Mourners for Zion ſhall one day par- 
take of her joycs, Iſa. 66. 10. 

3. Prevent her miſery and your forrow 
it poſſible by your prayers, P ſal. 124, 


3 ” 


Sect. 3. Wee muſt not ſtand at a diſtance each 
from other in the day of ſorrow. 


AfiiQtions are not as dividing princi- 
ples,ro ſet Chriſtiansat a diſtance in their 
afte&ions, though the Church conſiſt of 
many members, and every member be a 
diſtin& perſon , yer ſuch is their ſympa- 
thizing in the day of her calamitie, that 
their griefe, their ſorrow ſpeaks them to 
have but one hearc, they are declarative 

as | 
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" as ofa continued, ſo of a bleſſed union in 
their ſoules ; ſuch is the fervour of their 
loveeach to other,that many warers can- 
not quench it, ſuch is their zeale for the 
Lords Zion, that the very fire of perſecuti- 
on, cannot ſo much as effe& the diminu- 
tion of their affe&ion,for in all their ſut- 
ferings they have but one heart amidit 
themſelves. 

_ Obſ:Suffering times muſt not be dividing 
times, wee muſt all have the ſame afic&i- 

, | ons, wee muſt all have bur one heart in 

*| the middeft of the Churches troubles, 

Lam. 3. 41. 

I might here take occaſion to bewayle 
Englands diviſions, for I feare I may ſay 
that a divided heart hath turned us zfi4c, 
I wiſh from my very ſoule that our late 
troubles,and our feared evils might work 
þ | us toa holy union,that ſo we might once 
with one heart goeunto our God. 


- | Set. 4. Sad ſufferings cauſe ſad , yea faint- 
r ing ſpirits. 


Well maiſt thou have a ſficke, a weake, 1; faint. 
a feeble,and a faint heart,for ſuch I know 
are thy ſforrowes, that they cannot but 
hinder the fun&ions and operations of 
thy ſoule,by drying up thy ſpirits, which 
, arethe inſtruments thereof, and ſuch is 
| LS thy 
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chy griete, that ] fee it hath almoſt con- 
traced thy toul within it ſelf from com- 
munion both with God and man, In {6 
much that thou mayeſt now ſay as ſome. 
time Baruch did ; Hoe is mee now for the 
Lord hath added griefe unto my ſorrow, ] fain- 
ted in my ſtghing and I finde no reſt , Jere. 45, 
2. | conceive thy heart O Tſrael to be like 
rhe ftone Tyrrhenus , Whileft it was whol: 
i: did {wrim, being now broken, it fincky, 
it faivts, ir dycs, ncither doe 1 wonder, 
for griete is like lead to the ſoule, heavi 


ard cold, it tinks downward and carrie 
th- heart with it; well then having th 
þ. >rt. thus prefied , it muſt of neceflitieb: 
heavy, and wee all know that heavineſl 


in the heart of a man, maketh it ſtoop, 


Pro. 12. 25. From whence wee may fee 
pleinly ; | 

Ob/{erv: Thar heavy troubles are cauſa 
tive of heavy and fainting hearte:this wa 
the eff: of Davids grief? upon his ſpirit, 
tor becauſe of rhe voyce of the cnemy, 
and the oppretiion of the wicked, when in 


wrath thry hate him, and caft iniquitt 


upon him, his heart was ſore paine! 
within him, and the terrors of death dil 
'f3!! upon him. Pal. 55. 3, 4. Did nor thi 
rr he Fewes beſides their tongs, their me 
ludivus tunes, whin remembering Zi 
thej 
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they wept by the warbling fireames in 
Babylon, Pſal. 137. 1. Such was the grie- 
vouſneſſe of a viſion declared to Tjaiah, 
that his loines werefilled wich paine,and 
pangs took hold upon him as upon a wa- 
man in travel], yea he was bowed d »wne 
& diſmayed at the {ight thero#,T[a.21.2.3, 
4. And was it not thus with the Lord of 
life, when for our (ins the heavy burden 
of his Fathers wrach was laid upon kim ? 
I am ſure himſcife faith hee was exceeding 
ſorrowfull,even to the very death, Matth. 26. 


38. 


SeR. 5. Extreamity of ſorrow brings dimne(ſe 
ito our eyes. 


Light and fight are very comfortable, Our eyes 
therefore ſaith Solomon, The lipht of the eye; are dim. 


rejoyceth the heart, Pro. i5. 3o. But in thee 
O Tirael here ſeemes tO be a begun privati- 
on of them both, how comes it to paſſe, 
doth {ight fayle thee with looking for 
thy falvation, for thy deliverance ? Pſal. 
69. 3. I know many lie languithing at the 
gateof Hopes hoſpital, like the poore man 
at the poole of Betheſdah, for her houre- 
glaſſe ſeemes long in running to a diſtreſ- 
ſed foule, for hope deferred makes the 
very heart ſicke, Pro. 13. 12. But I rather 
thinke O yee Inhabitants of Feruſalem, 

L 4 that 
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that your eyes, the organs of your i1ght, 
the light of your bodies, & the windows 
of your ſoules, are now darkened, either 
through aſtoniſhment , whereby they are 
as it were ingerted, or elſe by over-much 
weeping upon the ſenſe of your preſent 
evils, or it may be youreyes are faid to 
be dim, becauſe that you now being a 
people of ſad and ſorrowtul ſpirits, afte& 
ſolitarineſfſe, as darknefſe, refuſing com- 


munnion and ſocietie, which might bring | 


the light of joy and comfort into your 
ſoules. But how lſoever it ts that you come 


to be thus weake ſighted, wee finde this | 


to be a truth. 

Obſerv: That dimneſle of ſight is the 
effe& of ſorrow. This was the condition 
ot Fob, when his face was fowle with wee- 
ping, and on his eyelids was the ſhaddow 
of death, Fob 16. 16, When his eye was 
dim by reaſon of- griefe, and all his 
thoughts as a very ſhadow, Fob 17.7. 
And in the like caſe you may ſee the king- 
Iy Prophet, having his heare panting, his 
ſtrength fayling, and the light of his eyes 
departing frem him, Pſal. 38. 9, 10, 11. 
Pſal. 6. 7. | 

1. Chriſtians whileſt you are in this vale 
of miſtry, whileſt you are upon Earth, 
and not in Hraven, whileſt your eyes ſhall 

at 
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at in aglorified body, expe@ troubles, 
looke for ſorrowes, yea ſuch ſorrowes as 
may enfeeble your ſpirits, and cauſe a 
dullnefle and dimnefle unto your ſight. 
2, flere you ſee nothing is more heart- 
breaking, nothing more imbecilicating 


our bodies, and decaying to our ſpirits, 


then griefe and ſorrow, this drinks up 
our radicall moiſture, and turnes our 
\  cChiefe ſap into the drought of ſummer, 

| Pſal. 32.4. Pſal. 22. 14, 15, 16, 17. Prov. 
17. 22, 

3. Beenot like the Stoicks, you may be 
ſenſible of your troubles, and griefe and 
groane under the burden of your affli&i- 
ons, Exod. 2. 23, 24. Eſth. 4.3, 4. Iſa. 54- 
6. Fere. 5.3. 

Exceed not in the meaſure of your 
greite, Iſa. 49. 13, 14, 15, 16. 

4+ When you are aftlited,do not whol- 
ly greive for your pain,your ſmart,your 
troubles, under the ſenſe of theſe, caſt an 
eye npon your ſins, and power out teares 
to God, eſpecially for the guilt chat lies 
upon your ſoules, Lam. 3. 39. Pſal. 31. 9, 
IO, 11, 12. 

Let your griefe bee ; 

Extenſive, vid. to every finne, Pſal. 119. 
128, 

Intenfive, be rather content ſtill to ſuffer 
then to finne, Job 36. 21. Con- 


— 


Zions Sufferings. 


——— 


Continued, as thou renueft thy ſinne, 
until] God feale up che pardon of thy (in, 
Ubi dolor finitur deficit panitentia Auguſt, 


Verl. 18. Becauſe of the mountaine of 
Zion, which s deſolate , the Foxes , 
walke upon it. 


SR, 1. The Churches miſeries make deep im- 
pre ſſions in the hearts of Saints. 


He Prophet before in the genas, hath 
Þ comes all the ſpecies of their 
evills, but now he ſecmes ro poynt out 
the particular and principall cauſe of all 
their ſorrow, Ic is not mcerely thelr per- 
ſonali cxigents that he now Jaments, It 1s 
the ruins of a goodly, of a ftately moun- 
taine of the Church that hee now be- 
wailes ; It is not mount Acra, or mount 
Beſetha, though theſe its probable were 
tamous for their edifices, for whoſe ſake 
hee gives out theſe dolefu]l threnes ; It is 
for the mountaine of Zion, upon which 
Roud their Tower, wher« David kept his 


Court Royal], which was not onely a 


S.nctuary to the Saints, but held our all 
along to tucceediny generations as a type 
of the Church. For this it is thar the Lord 
bath now covered with a cloug,caſt down 

from 


rh 
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from Heaven,though the beautie of Iſrael, 


and powred out his furic like fire upon, 
though formerly the place of his delighr. 
Time was when God choſe this place,and 
deſired ic for his habitation, P ſal. 132.1 3- 
when it was a principall obje& ot his at- 
fe&ion, Pſal.$7. 2. when the people from 
all quarters of Fudea reſorted to itfor di- 
vine in-ftruQion,Tſa 2.3.when of all other 
places it was the moft precious in the re- 
pute of the Saints, Pſal. 137. 1. But now 
this mountaine, this ſtately mouncaine is 
diveftcd of all her glory, her ordinances 
are polluted, her inhabicants are driven 
Into exile, her Princes are carried away 
captive, and a[l her ornaments, all her 
jewels, all her riches, are the ſpoyles of 
Babylon.now ſhee is a8 a deſert,ſhee fits fo- 
litary, ſhee hath none to viſit her but the 
foxes that walke abour her, ſhee is layed 
waſt like a wildernefle, and even broughe 
to utter deſftrution. So that by this wee 
are taught. 

Obſerv: That Zion may become like Shi- 
b, the choiceft places , notwithſtanding 
their more then ordinary priviledges 
may come to ruine, Jere.7. 12, 13, 14. 
Tſa. 64. 10, 13. Lam.1. 17, 18. 

Burt why muſt Zion become a deſfolation? 


1. The Fewes refted more upon the ho- 
linefſe 
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linefſe of this place,then upon their God, 
whoſename was called upon in this place, 
Jere. 7. 4+. &C. | 
It is the Lord, not created ſubſtances, 
not places, that muſt have the cruſt 
the contidence of our ſouler. 
God is jealous of his glory , he cannot 
endure thar his merciesg ſhould become 
our idols. | 


2. The people eſtranged this place, and 


burnt incenſe in it to other gods, and 
therefore as they fall by the ſword, ſo 
their Citie, this Z:9n muſt bce deſolate, 
Fere. 19. 4.7, 8, 9. 
If you pollute your Temple, God will 
deftroy your Temple. 

3. Thefinsof the Priefts and Prophets 
that belonged to this mountaine were ve- 
ry greivous; witneſfſe their riot and ex- 
ceſſe, Iſa. 28. 7. their baſe avarice, Tſa. 56. 
11. their wicked flatteries, Fere. 6.13,14. 
their pernicious examples, Fere. 23. 14. 
and their horrid negle& of their duties, 
Ezek.34-3,4. Theſe the ſinnes of her Pro- 
phets, and the iniquities of her Priefts, 
have fetcht wrath trom Heaven , cauſed 
God to accomplilh his fury, & ro kindle 
a fire in Zion, Lam. 4. 11. 13. 

4 The people, the inhabicants were a- 
butive to Gods Meſſengers, Fere. 11. 21, 
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22. Ame17. 10, 11,12. 16, 17. 2 Chro.36. 
I6. and pittilefſe one towards another, 
Fere. 2: 34. Jere. 15.5. Micab 3. 2, 3. 
Her fins thar { !9olatry, 7/a. 10. 11, 12. 
were } 
obs; Song ] Hypocrilte, Tſa. 58. 2, 3, 4+ 
every eye ) Infertility, Tſa. 5. 2.5, 6- 
ere | Obſtinacy, Fer.18. 1112.17. 
CSecurity, Amos 6. 1. 
CRepent, © England, theſe are thy 
[ finnes : break off thy wickedneſs 
 Corrol:4 by repentance,thou art no better 
; then Zion,otherwiſe thou ſhalt be 
| deſolate like this ruinous moun- 
( taine, Fere, 6. 8. 


SeR. 2. The Aſſyrians like craftie foxes. 


Some look upon theſe words as an Hy- x, 


Formality, Tſe. 29. 13, 14: 


—_ 


foxes 


perbole onely, relating to naturall foxes, walke upoy 
which are very ſubrill and ravenous crea- it. 


cures; others conceive them to be an alle- 
gorie, ſetting out the diſpoſitions, with 
the crueltie of the Churches enemies. 1 
rather adhere to the latter, for thoſe of 
Chaldea, thoſe of Aſſyria were very crattic, 
having diſpoſſeſt the Fewes of cheir habi- 
tations, they doe not only drink up ſome 


of their bloud,but makea prey of all their - 


enjoyments to themſelves. Its true, belo- 
ved, the Land of Iſrael abounded with this 
| yulpine 
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vulpine vermine,for there werethree hun. 
dred at one time taken by Sampſon, Fudg. 


15. 4,5. But choſc fed but upon her fowles 
at the worſt, but upon her lambes, but 


— 
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thoſe Babyloniſh foxes as being more 


g1cedie, more infa:lable, more tull of ra- 
pine, now prey upon her people, her ſelfe, 
and whatſoever ihee enjoyes 18 little e- 
nough to ſatisfie their greedie and mali- 
cious defires. So that now from hence 
wee ſee, 


Prophane Obſerv: That the Church is in a ſea of | 


&ſeditious ſorrowes, whenſoever {hee becomes a den 

perſonsthe gr a prey for foxes. This is more then hin- 
worſt of - « 

foxes thar £<d at, It is ſufficiently cleared by her re- 

annoy the queſt to the Lord Chriſt, wherein ſhee en- 

Church. treats him to take the toxes as being de- 

ftruQive to his Vineyard, tor her vine had 

tender grapes,Cant.2.15. Now theſe foxes 

are no other then ſedicious perſons and 

rophane wretches , for whereas the one 

of theſe is full of ſubtiltie, ſo the other is 

as it were tranſported with violence , yet 

both foxes to infcft the Church, and to 

annoy the Saints. Bur we (hall mcre clee- 


Iy evidence this truth, it keeping cloſe to 


the Allegorie, deſcribe their ſeverall con- 
ditions, their ſeveral] workings to doe 
miſchiefte, and to bring miſcrie to thoſe 
they fall upon. 

| I, Firſt, 
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I. The fox is lookt upon as that Eight pro- 
which exceeds in ſubrilty,ſhall I ſay,that Perties of 
faRion and (edition come ſhort of theſe, _——_—_ 
no, their councells and their conſultati- ;jous and 

| ons are very crafty againſt Gods precious dividing 
ones, Pſal. $3. 3. And thus they conſulted creatures. 
with the very wits of Hell againſt the Son 

of God, Matth. 26. 4. Such an one was 

Elimas the ſorcerer,who as one of the De= 

vills ficft-borne endeavoured to pervert 

the very truth okHeaven, AF. 13.10. But 


| more particularly, The fox pretends to 


play when he intends to prey upon the 
Hare, fo theſe have a cunning craftinefle 


| | whereby hey lye In wait to deceive, E- 


pheſ. 4.14. For by good words and faire 
ſpeeches,they delude the hearts of the fim- 
ple, Rom. 16. 17, 18. They will cell them 
they are ſent of God, they have ſeene viſt- 
ons, and make uſe of his name, Fere. 14. 
14- Thus fraudulently they toilt in falſe 
doQrines, and make way for the enter- 
tainment of their diabolicall principle, 
2 Pet. 2.1. Theſe by their pittanologic 
get Into mens houſes very cunningly, 
and havirg led caprive the {ily women, 
through their meanes their husbands be= 
come thelr priſoners, and ſo they make 
merchandize of botb their ſoulcs.2 Pet. 2- 
3. Thus they {ubvert whole houtes, Tit.1. 
Il, 
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11. cauſing them to make ſhipwrack of 
the faith. They pretend upon their firſt 
approach to doall rhings freely,to with- 
draw the people from allotted mainte. 
nance, which is miniſterial] encourage- 
ment 3 bug looke into their congregated 
Aſſemblies, and you ſhall finde not onely 
oratuities,burftrit engagements for their 
ſubfiſtance ; They make a ſhew of humili- 


ty, In crying downe {qperioritie, | meane | 


Magittracie, when as alas could they 


prove the greateſt tyrants. Germane hi- 
ſtories can ſpeake ſufficient to this pur- 
poſe. Now they tell us that none hath 
power to medle with them but Jeſus 
Chriſt, but the Apoſtles plea was ever the 
Juftnefle of their cauſe , and their obedi- 
ence unto God ; bur as ſchiſmaticks are 
to be chaſed out of the Lords vineyard, 
ſo if they be incorrigible, I conceive the 
Magiſtrates may deale with them as Feby 
and Foſtah dealt with the Badlites, for to 
ſuch purpoſe is the ſword pic into their 
bands, Rom. 13. 4- 

2. Thefox is not onely nimble and 
light of foot, but uſually hee ſhuns the 


common roads, chooſing buſhie and un- 
beaten 


'throw downe the ſeats of Judicature, 
themſelves ( though they plead for pari- | 
ty) would become Judges, and judging | 


—— 


—_ 


Zions Sufferings. 


153 


Sh 


— 


beaten places for his pathes, thar as him- 
ſelte may not be ſeene, ſo thac with more 
ſafety he may take his prey. Mans Ioco- 
motive facultie was beftowed upon him, 
not that fox-like he ſhould run to mif- 
chiefe, buc that he ſhould 5e quick to 
walke in the way which is called holy, 
not that he ſhould make haſt to the bot- 
romleſle pit,but rather that he ſhould goc 
from ſtrength toftrengrh, preſling daily 
to the mark of his high calling , and not 
ceaſe running, untill he attaine to com- 
munion with his God in heaven, but 
wicked and ſchiſmaticail creatures are 
very abuſive of this mercy, they are (wifc 
to doe evill, like the Phariſees, they can 
compaſs ſea 8& land, in a ſhort ſpace, they 
can travel into many Countries to winne 
proſelytes, and to corrupt ſfoules. And 
for their wayes ; they are wayes of dark- 
nefſe, the light of the Goſpel mult nor 
make diſcovery, its glorious ſhining muſh 
not ſpeak their conviction, they are ſoli- 
fuge, naturall reaſon onely mutt be a 
guide unto them , witnefle che Sociutaa 
tation of our times. 

3. Theſe have the fox:s careg,the foxes 
eyes, and the foxes teeth as well as his 


nimble feet, as they are capable of hear-, 


ing the leaſt ſound, that ecchoes derratti- 
M ON, 
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on, and ſp:aks reproach unto the Saints, 
lyes not cruch b-ing the delight of their 
hearts, Pſal.62.4. ſo they look every way, 
h.-w co miſchicte you, how to get from 


y 0u,how to ger ſormerhing to themſelves, 


beiices their teeth are as ſwords, they 
peirce where they enter, Prov. 3o. 14, 
Though the words of their mourhes are 
ſmoourher thcn butter, they have warre in 
their hears, ard where they faſten, they 
eripe t:riibly; P/al. 55. 21. their bicing 
proves the rending, tearing, and lacerati- 


15. | 
4 Foxes being cloſe purſued piſs up- 
on their tayles, throw their water into 
their purſuers eyes, they ſend our an 111 
ſcnc, to retard the doggs, and to fave 
thewſelves ; ſo theſe, when by way of ar- 
gument they cannor ger the conqueſt, en- 
deavour both the vigory 5 and their own 
creGiis, by caſting baſe aſperfions upon 
thoſe rhar diicloie their fallacies, ummask 
their hypocrijes, and oppoſe ther in 
their wicked, their dangerous and helliſh 
principles. | 
5. Thoſe like foxes digge not their own 
kennelle, they ſupplant others of cheir 
bolce of their habitarions. Therefore well 


latd feremiab,* Take heed every one of bis | 
| aeigh- 


oy 


on of thoſe whom they fall upon,P/al.35, 
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neighbour, truſt not in a brother, they will ſup- 
plant, and ſupplanting breath out ſlander, Jere. 
9. 4, 5. They covet fields, and take them by 
violence,they oppreſs a man and his houſe,even 
a man and his heritage, Micah 2. 2. Tea even 
under pretence of long prayers they will de- 
voure Widowes houſes, Mark. 12. 40. For 
cuſſening and deceiving is their trade for 
thriving. And chusby craft and violence 
theſe ſtrange foxes, theſe Aſſyrians got the 
habitations of the houſe of Tſrael, Lam. 5. 
2. 

6. Thoſe nefarious and ſchiſmaticall 


creatures have their refidence in the earths 


bowells, not in the plaine & open fields ; 
for as Fob ſaith, In the dark they dig thorow 
bouſes, which in the day time they had marked 
for themſelves, and they know not the light, 
Fob 24. 16. Or as Paul avers, Their God is 
their belly, they minde earthly things, Philip. 
3. 19. The world hath cheir hearts, their 
ff&ftions are chicfly ſet upon the things 
that are below, your richcs not your 
ſoules are chiefly in their eye. 

7. Whatſoever you doe to tae fox he 
Rill retaincs his nature, men may chaine 
him,bur they can never tame him;fo theſe 
peſtiferous wretches which annoy the 
Church, they reſolve againſt conviQion, 


againſt reformation; Fer. 2, 25. With So-. 
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lomons tovu',y cu may bray them in a More 
eer,but yet they will noc leave thetr folly, 
Pro. 27. 22, They are like Cypreſs trecs, 
the more they are watcred,rhe more they 


wither s or as :he DoQor of the Gentileg 


tclin us. Evill met and ſeducers wax wor ſe 
and worſe, deceiving and being deceived, 
2 Tim 3. 13. 

S. Laitly , you know young cubs in 
time will prove both greedy and crafcie 
fxex, if they be ler alone; ſo iris with 
proptane and ichi{maticall perſons, if 
they b: not timely ſuppreſſed ; they firſt 
will become Atheiſts, P/al.14.1, 2, 3. and 
the other Heretiques, 1 Cor. 11. 18, 19. 

Corro!: Here we fee ir adds much unto 
Zims tOrrows, when ſhee Jieg open to the 
rapinc of ſubtil and cruell foxes,and well 
may tt. 

For men like foxes are bloudie, deceit« 

full, and devouring creatures. 
No part of Gods worſhip can be advan- 
c:d,where theſc have their dens in Zion, 
Where theſe are, there is nothing bur 
miſchicte : they are a continuall vex:- 
tion to the Saints. 
O let noc Englands Magiſtrates ſpeak li- 
bertic, ſpeak fieedome to theſe vermine. 
What is more deftructive to Shepheards 


flocks then foxes ? what is more offen=. 


five 
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lambes, Cariſts lictle ones, then cheie 
creatures, | 
Conſider what they wait thcir oport!;= 
nity for, it is to deceive us of our Re- 
ligion, chat they may have our eſtates 
and lives to fat themſelvcs. | 
O then take the advice that Saul gave the 
Ziphiter, though it was againit harmlcfle 
David, 1 Sam.23.22, 23. Hunt theſe foxes, 
follow them to their holes, dig up their 
kennells, ſuppreſſe them quickly, others 
wiſe they will be deſtruQive to. our 
vinee.- | 


Verſ. 19. Thou, 0 Lord, remaineſt for 
ever, thy throne from generation to 
_ generation. 

SeR. 1. Gods unchangeableneſſe a ſupport in 

troubles. 
' Qu have here, but, being added, Gods 


immutabilicy oppoſed to the change- 
ablenefle, to the ruines, to the deſolation 


of Zion , andir is a qualification of the 


Prophets former expreſſion 3 for now 
through the darkeſt clouds he doth not 
onely apprehend Jehovahs providance, 


buc ſomething in him whereupon fo: rhe 
M 3 fucure 


five eo, and violent againit Chr. {t« 
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future to build his confidence ; as in the 


decay of this ſate]y,this goodly and glo. 
rious mountaine, hee beholds the crea- 
tures vanity , with the uncertalnty , the 
fickleneſſe, and emptineſſe of mans pre- 
ſent enjoyments, ſo in God he fees ſuch 
infinitneſſe and incapacity of alteration, 
that as the one takes off his heart trom 
the beſt, che choiceſt of terrene ſubſtances, 
ſo the other is a ftay,a ſupport to bis ſoul 
in this time of forruw,and therefore now 
as one ſomewhat cheered , ſomewhat re- 
vived, he lifts up his eye to Heaven, yea as 
one almoſt ravithed with this fulgent ray 
of the Lords unchangeablenefſe, and as it 
yeere forgetting to breath out any more 
{ad ard dolefull laments, he acknowledg- 
eth what God is in himſelfe,ſaying; Thou, 
O Lord, remaineſt for ever. 

In theſe words wee have more then a 
glimpſe of divine cxcellency , wee have 
the diſcovery of rivo glorions attributes, 
Gods imrautabilitie, Gods etcrnitie : 
rh:ſe are the profpe Gives through which 
Zion (ces, though at a diſtance, her hope 
of mercies, and theſe are he beſt cordiill, 
tor ought I know, in the worſt of times, 
for dejzted, drooping 8& fainting hearts, 
tor as the Lords litting is d:notative of 
h's 4. minjon, it cannot but mitigate the 


for- | 
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ſorrow of a diſtretſed ſoule ro think thar 
Heaven hath a hand in all irs affli&ions, 
and thac the worſt of its evills, is bur «n 
arrow ſhot our by the hand of irs wite 
& gracious God, Aga whereas his throne 
is his regall and majcſtique power, which 
1s ſuch for continuance that ercrnicie it 
{clfe ſhall louke upon it, this muſt needs 
be a reviving, when it conftiers, tht the 
arme of the Lord is noc ſhorened,thar his 
power is not imp=ired,yea that ſuch is his 
power,that when he pleafcth he can over- 
power the greateſt powers for their deli- 
verance, and all this muſt of neceflicy be 
when according to the Chalde paraphraſe 
upon this verſe, the Lords for ever, the 
houſe of his ſeat is in the high: Heavens, 
and the thrones of his glory ta generatt= 
ons of generations. | 
Obſ: God is immutable, 

Bat firft we will c:it our eye upon Gods 
unch-ngeableneſfſc; for be i not as man that 
be ſhould lie , nor ' as the forne of man that he 
ſhould repent ; if he ſay it, he will alſc doe 
it, if he ſpeake it, he will make it good, 
Numb. 23. 19. And himſelfe by the 13ſt of 
Prophets dcclares to the houſe of T/rael, 
that becauſe he changed nor, therefore rhe 
ſonneg of Facob were not conſumed, Ma- 


lachy 3. 6. The beſt of creatures have bur 
M 4 _ Imperfect 
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imperject perteQions , the moſt celeſtiall 
bodirs have their paralaxes,their declina= 
tions and revolutions ; the lights of Hea- 
ven have their viciſſitudes, their ecliples, 
the face of all things may be changed, 
ſomerhing may be added to them, or ta- 
ken from chem,bur Godis eflencially per- 
tet, he is chat Sun that doth not ſer or 
riſe, chat cannor be over-caft or ecclip- 
ſed, he is ſemper idem, the ſame for ever; 
For in him, ſaith St Fames,is no variableneſs, 
nor ſhadow of turning, Jam. 1. 17. 
Corrolarzer. 

1. Looke upon the choyceſt things that 
the world atfords as matable, this will 
take off thine affeions from them , they 
perih,burt the Lord endures, they all wax 
old ſike a garment, but God 1s the ſame 
for ever, P ſal. 102.26, 27. This will make 
their lots ro thee,thy deprivation of them 
to be no ſore affligion, for who will 
breath out lighs, at the breaking of an 
carthen v:fſſe}!, at che ſcattering of a vas 
pour, at the withering ot a fl5wer, or the 
vaniſhing of a ſhadow ? 

2. In your worſt condiction,when you 
are afflicted and toffed with the waves of 
ſorrow, ſ{tzy, and ftill your ſelves with 
the thoughts of the unchangeablenefle of 
your Gol, he is Immutable as well in his 

mercy 


' 


| ions s offerings: 


mercy as m his holineſſe; he js char Sunn 
that ſhinech alwayes with - a like bright= 
neſs,and remember thatias this is the way 
 tobring ſerenity iti your hearts, ſo- alſo 
| your ſafttic'ac all rimes depends upon 
| Gods immorabllicie, Malach. 2.6.P ſal. 73- 
233 24, 25, 2b- | 

3. Lct ustake heed ahve by -iniquitte 
we provoke not the eyes of tiis glory,that 
| by our rebellions wee blow' not up the 
coales of Jivine wrath' for the ruine of 
our ſelves,for if God once decree and dt- 
| creeing ſvireare jcftice again{Fns,there will 
| beno reverſing of a dreadfull' ſentehce; 
God in vengeance afts like him{clfe, for 
as he is nnchangeable, fo his rejeQidn, 
and his tj<Attn are bork' for ever, 1 Sam. 
15. 28, 29, Pſdl. g98' 11. 

4 In all our ferinpp Het us acknow- 
| ledge a divine hand, there is a providence 
| either ative or permiſſ 've in all oar trov- 
| bles, 7ſ, 45. 7. Amos 3.6. H* fees ir godd 
to laſh us, co ſcourge uz, to give us a taft 
of his juſtice, that wee may fteare to pro- 
vokeir, Fer. t5. 13, 14. Tſe. 26. 9. to cyi- 
dence his righteouſneſſ}that wee may fee 
he regards hot relations: CH. 12: 6,7. 
Amos 3.2. To 'worke repentance , that he 
may the foontr bring'bs to our knees, 
Fere, 14. 19, 20, '2t. Hof. *. '14, 15. To 

purge 
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purge out our corrupt deſires , tbat wee 
way become a holy people io himiclte, 


Iſa. 27. 9. And. that the wicked tee hy | 


ſeverity to their terror in puntaing his 
own, 2 Pet. 4. 17. Neither tn this is God 


OT IR 


changed, the change is onely in us and in | 


our cundition,its true, he wills a change, | 
bur he never changech his will, therefore | 
let us not onely confefſe thae our evils * 


come frum himſclfe, but let us learne to 
undergoe them wiliingly, Levit. 26. 41. 
1 Sam.3. 18, To blefſe his name for them, 
Fob 1. 21. And with earnefta«(ſe to ſend 


a_— oc. 


up our increatics for our deliverance, 


Hoſ. 6. r, 2. Sa 

5. Hold out alacrity, be cheerfull, let 
nor your ſouls faint,and your hearrs dye 
within you, though your lovers have for- 
faken you,. your friends turne enemies, 
& your adverſarics ſet up their Enſignes 


for Banners, your God is unchangeable 


In his love, neither life, nor death; prin- 
cipalicics or powers ſhall take you out of 
his thoughts, hethinks as well of you 
when you arc black with perſecution, as 
when you are faire, and ſhine in a pro- 
ſperous condition; Hoe the Church is his 
beloved, though a lilly among thornes, 
Cant, 2.2.. And the immutability of his 
Rule will terminate the worſt of your 


— 


ſorrowes, Pd. 7. 9. Fere., 29, 11. 6. 
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| 6. When you behold no hopes; of DEAace, 
no hopes of ſafecy, bur all things as ic 
were in a militarie poſture againſt you, 


' even then when the world denies you 
your enjoyments,ard Heaven her refreſh 


ments, then cloſe with a promiſe, ſome 
one promitſe that ſpeaks Gods engage- 
ment to his Saints,and chere lay faſt hold 
as ſometimes Foab did to the hcrns of the 
Altar, though all -faile you, feare not, as 
God is immutable, ſo promiſes are pled- 
ges of his fidelitie, and his faichfulneffe is 
like himſclte,ir cannot faile you, P/al. 89. 
34+ 37: ES 

7. Laſtly, remember what-God is, and 
that in 4 degree it- is your duties to afſi- 
mulate himſelfe, therefore humble your 
ſelves for your ficklencfle in your purpo= 
ſes, and for your changeablenefle in your 
reſolves for holineſſe, have not hereafter 
a heart loving co wander, Fere. 14. 10, 
Be not ſoone removed, Gal. 1.6. Keep cloſe 
to-your determinations for the things of 
Heaven, let not the blaſts of ſeducers cake 
your {pirirs from their hinges ,' either in 
relation to principles or daties, Epbeſ. 4. 
14. You muſt immitate your Father, and 
you ſee he is a God that is immurable. 
'Obſ, 2. God #4 eternall as well as immutable. 

Wee have ſeene God in his immutabili- 

tle, 
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tie, now letus look uporthim in his ceer- 
nicie, for when the creatures faile us, this 
may comfort us, that our: God firterh; 


abideth, and reigneth for ever. This wat 1 


all the Letters of crederice' that was ſent 
ro the Tſraelites in their Egyptian bondage 
by the hand of Moſes, char God held our 


| 
| 


GOA inte len pou - 


himſelfe to then by this cictle, T am, which 


ſpzke as a cordiall to reviverheir hearts, 
Gods eternitie to their ſales, Exod. 3.14, 
And this is that thac micigates the pangs, 
and now cheires the ſpirits of theſe di- 
ſtreſſed Fewes,that the Lord remaineth for 
ever, and his throne to generation and 
generation, O bleſſed erernitie, O happie 
ſoules that thus in miſery can make uſe 
of it to themſelves. Bat will you know 
more particularly what this eternitie is, 
If I benot miſtaken it is'thac whereby his 
eſſerice is exempted from aft meafure 6f 
time, foras it is excluſive ofall rermes of 
duration:,; fot fhewerh rhat his exiſtence 
Is withour begitining and ending, ſfuch'an 
eternall God', fuch an everlaſting Father: 
is the Lord Jehovah inthe higheſt Heas 
vers, Pſal; 98.2; Tſa. 41> 4. Rom. 16. 26. 
Neither can he be otherwiſe, for he is the 
firſt cauſe of all cauſes, and gives a beeing 
ro all the creatures, Apoc. 1.8. 11. He had 
glory before there was a world, 2 Tim, 1. 
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9.and purpoſes before the foundations of 
che earth, Epheſ. 1.4, Hee is the diſpenſer 
of all time, for time and times doe bur 
iffue from -him- as rivers from the Sea, 


' Pſal. go. 2,3. With this our God there is 
| Neither beginning, Dan. 7. 9. mutation, 
| Malach.3. 6.nor end of dayes, Iſa. 40.28, 


' 
| 


yea his very gitrcs which are eternall,Rom, 


' 6.23.1 Job. 2. 25.1 Job. 5, 11, ſpeak this 


his cternitie, a tranſcendent ray of hig 
great glory , ſo that now wee may con= 
clude with this people, that the Lord re- 
maineth for ever. 

Cor: 1. Look upon this attribute of God 
which like a golden threcd runs through 
all the reſt, and admire it, let thy ſoule 
ecchoeour the praiſes of divine eternicie 
upon all occafions, 1 Tim.1. 17. And well 
mayeſt thou, for this the eternity of God 


exceeds that of the moſt glorious crea- 


tures : theirs is but an halfe eterniry, ic is 
to everlaſting, not like the Lords from 
everlaſting; theirs is not Intrinſecall in 
themſelves , they receive it, but Gods is 
independent 3 they cannot communic ate 
to others, or extend it beyond themſelves 
as the Lord can, therefore now extol! 
Gods etcrnitie:, and let it be matter of 

wonder to thy ſoule. | 
2. Be not diſmayed when the rage and 
uric 
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furie of your adverſaries ſpeaks a firip- 
ping, a deprivation of all :enjoyments, | o1 
when they tell you they will enter upan | tr 
your houſes, ſeaſe upon your lands, rake | , 
away your food, and deprive you of the | di 
delight of your eyes, tell them you know | — 
theſe things are bur mutable, and they | 
may take them, bur they cannot rake a- | 
way your God, who is eternall in the | 
Heavens. And let them know moreover, 
that your eternal] God is thy retuge, and 
that underneath thee are the everlaſting 
armes, and that one day he will thruft 
them out before thee, & bid thee deſtroy 


them, Deut. 33.27. O 
3. Reidnor upon creatures, Solomm t! 


gives you to know that their ſtrengch, tl 
their help is vanicy, put your truſt in this t 
the eternall God, he hath ſayd He willne- &d 
ver faile you nor for ſake you,he is not as man 1 
thac he ſhould repent, he is faichfull as &t 
well as eternall, and cannot deny him- | t 
ſclfe, 2 Tim. 2. 13. You may wcll looke | x 
with a ſmiling countenance,if he be your a 
confdence,for as his throne is from gene= 3 
ration to generation. ='Y 
x. When your adverſaries environ you, 1 
he will preſerve you, P/ſal. 12. 8, 9 '.4+ 4 
2. When your time is come he will have t 
mercy upon you, P/ſal. 102. 12,13. - f 
3. The 


Zions Sufferings. 


2, The rents of Cuſhan ſhall be in affliQi- 
on , and the curtaines of Midian (ball 
tremble, Hab. 3. 6,7. wt 

. He hath deſigned your enemies to 


| detiruRtion, Habb, 1. 12,13. 


| Verſ. 20. IWherefore doeſt thou forg et 


. for ever. or forſake #5 for length 
of d ayes. 
Sect. I. Helps for time of deſertion, 
V Hat is the matter ? what ailech 


thee O thou Zion ? Expoſtulati- 
ons of this kinde uſually ſpeake great ex- 


tremities; What hath befalne thee ? that 


thou thus ſadly & earneſtly cxpoftulates 


\ the caſe with thy God > What hath he 


done to thee ? is "he gone away wich his 
light, and letc thee in ſuch darknefſe,thar 
thoucanſtnort apprehend him to be thine, 
that thou canſt not now as formerly ap- 
propriate him unto thy ſelfe ? I confeſte 
all cloudings, all ecclipſes of divine love, 

arevery formidable, very dreadfull, very 


rerrible ro a Chriſtian ſoule : BRAY 1$82 * 


time of ſtrong temprations,for God is no 
ſooner withdrawne, bur incomes Satan 
to combate with the ſoule,, then he pre- 


; ſents the Lord both in the feircenelſc,and 


fullneſs 
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fullneſs of bis wrath, eclling us wee muſ 


bid;farewel ta heavens fevor;that we ſhal 
not have a reflcx, thatit will Aever come 


in againe to,qar, ſpirits. When ir is thus | 
with a poore creature,then feares,jealou- | 
fies, and doubtings ariſe in his heart, For | 
the WONG doth not more naturally ariſ 

he flowing in of the waters, then \ 
Fomibrs in the ſoul with the coming in of | 


troubles. But put thy (elfe inco the work 


condition thou canfſt, that thou ſeeſt a | 
fountaine of mercie, 'bur oat of it, no 


fireames of pitic -running towards thy 


{elfe, -that thou arc, as it were dying in ' 


the midſt of life, & periſhing in the mid(} 


of falvarion-; that the great and glorious | 


God appeares as incenſed againſt thee, 


eyen hee that hath life and death, deaven 


and Hcll at his diſpoſe;and thar thou haſt 


now ſo farre provoked goodneſs it (cife, 
that thgu knoweft not which way torurn | 
thee, ar where to expe the leaſt favour, | 


yer 1<t not thine heart ftnke, hope flill, 


deſpaire not for all this, after a tempeſt | 
Cones a Calme,after a dark evening comes ' 
a glorious morning, erc-long thou maiſt | 


enjoy thy God as freely and as fully as 
ever hertrofore. For all this while God 
is but either trying thy diſpoſition, and 


the frame and temper of thy ſpirit to- 
wards | 


7 +6 Allis 
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if | wards himſelte, he js but ſeeing whether 
al | thou wilt love him trowning as well as 
e | fmiling upon thy ſoule,Tſa.s. 17. or ran- 
s | ſacking of chine heart,and making diſco- 
- very to thee of the filth and guilt of finne 
r that is within thee, for man feeles his ſing 
e { With moſt hatred and ſorrow in the times 
ny of Gods with-drawings, 1 Sam. 21.1, 2. 
f | or hee is but putting thee into that moſt 
| | excellent life of his moſt precious Saints. 
: | Thou woaldf live by ſepſe, bur he ”—_ 
| Now teach thee with David co live b 


) 

7 faith, Pſal. 27. 13. orelſe the Lordis AG 
1 | paring thce forgreater apprehenfions of 
t . his love and favour for the time to'come. 
; | For as by Gods abſenting, the ſoule is 
, More ſet upon him,and moreeager inthe 
| | Uuſcof meanes to regaine his favour, yea 
| Mmoreenlarged to receive the teſtimonies 
_ :  ofhis love,ſo God for the moſt partafter 
a little withdrawing,ſhews himſelf more 
Fratiouſly and comfortably to the ſoule, 
Well O Iſrael, if the Lord have theſe pur- 
poſes, theſe thoughts of heart for thee, 
even thus ro bring good out of thy appre= 
j hendedevills, light out of darkneſs,com- 
| fortout of diſert tion, which in this j Junc- 
| tnreof time is cauſe of griefe unto thy 
| fpirit,thou haſt no cauſe to be caſt down, 
' therefore thinke with ly ſclfe,thele _ l 
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be the intents of my God, and ſhall I be- | 
fore I know the contrary deſpaire of | 
mercy ? Shall I before I ſee the iſſue, what * 
he will «ff-@, give up my ſelte for loſt? *' 
reſolve upon waiting, for though there 
be a curtaine betwixt thee and him,and a 
blacke cloud for the preſent cover, yet 
thou maiſt againe ſee him ; waitl fay, he : 
is thy father, he will have bowels for thee, | 
he is thine hus#band, and he will returns 
unto thee ; Forge hath faid,He will never 
faile thee, ror forſake thee, Heb. 13.5. 
Yerftill for all chat hath been ſpoken, 
me thinks I ſee you, O ye captived Fewes, 
like Rachel weeping and refuſing conſo- 
lation, what are you like the Marigold, 
which opens and ſhutts with the Sunne? 
are you as Court-favourites,whoſe gom- 
forts and diſcomforts depend upon the 
Countenance or diſcountenance of their 
Prince? I muſt needs acknowledge, that 
Heavens frowning, Gods negle&ing, or 
the Lords deſerting , wounds deep, and 
pelrceth through a Chriſtians heart. And 
this hath been the cauſe why in an expo- | 
ftulatory way they have breathed out 


theſe or the like complaints ; If the Lord 


be wich us, why is all this befallen us? 
where are all his miracles, which our fa- 


thers related co us? Did he not bring us 


out 
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out of the Land of Egypt,but now he hach 
delivered us into the hand of Midian, 
Jude. 6. 13. Haſt thou utterly rejeted Fu- 
dah ? hath thy ſoule loathed Zion 2? why 
haſt thou ſmitten us, and there is no hea- 
ling for us } wee Jooked for peace, and 
there is no good, and for a time of hea- 
ling, and behold trouble, Fer. x4. 19- 
Will the Lord caft off for ever, will he 08 
againe ſhew favour 2 hath he forgotten to 
be gracious, and doth his promiſe faile 
for evermore, Pſal. 77. 7,8, 9. Neither 
a I marvaile if in this pang thoſe have 
been the expreſſes of their ſoules. For 
where isa believers love concentrate as ir 
were, and gathered together, but in the 
Lord its God ? and therefore it languiſh- 


_ eth inhis abſence, and is i] at eaſe,untill 


it enjoy his preſence, Cant. 5. 8. Hath noc 
the Saints rejoycingever been principally 
In divine communion, P/al. 4.7. Is not the 
afurance of his love the very day and joy 


. of a Chriſtian heart ? Hath not this been 


thcir onely cordiall to keep up their ſpi- 
rits from fainting in rhedarkeft nights of 
their ſore{} rroubles? But it may-be a fea- 
red & expected continu ution of thy ſor- 
rowes runs much in thy choughts; this, 
Leorer Famim;this length of dayes,chis for 
ever,lyeth heavy upon thy hears ; Indeed 
N 2 


No bſs te 

the boſs of 
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7272 Lions Sufferings. 
jc may, for perpetaity,cternicy ſwallows = 
up the {oule in the day of teares. Its gric- 
vous £0 thinke of bearing his diſpleaſure 
who is eternall, bur more dolorous to 
think that the eternall God will lengthen 
our lorrowes to all eternity. 

O tliou houte of Tirael, thou haſt given 
us in theſe diſcoverics to ſee how for the 
preſence thy God itands affected towards 
thee, & how hitherto he hath hid his face 
trom thee, turned his backe upon thee, 
deferred to helpe thee, ſhewed thee no fa- 
vour, put thee away in anger, & caft chipe 
off tor a long time together. Bur yet thou 
heft not told us what thou haſt done 
whereby thou haſt provoked the eyes of 
his glory , what hath been thy; own de- 
purtment that thou haſt thus grievouſly 
incenſed the very God of mercy, God [ 
tell thee doth not willingly affli&,all chis 
cannot be bur there is ſomething in thee, 
or ſome thing that hath been aQed by 
thee, that hath given this great diftaft to . 
his ſacred Majeſtic, for the Lord doth not 
uſually forget or neglet& a people, much 
Iefſe deſert them, untill ſuch time as him- 
God forſaks ſelfe be ſlighted and forſaken of them, 


25" wag Tſai. 17. 10, 11. Jere. 2. 32. 37. Fer. 18. 
15, 16, 17. Fer. 2, 17, 18, I9. Fere. 5.7,8, 

9, 10. Smite upon thy thigh, lay thine 

hand 


— 
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hand upon thine heart, and ask thy foule Tere 23. 
ſeriouſly, what hath been a&ed, what hath 3®>39- 


been committed by thee. Ic inay be ſacred 
truths and celeſtial] ordinances have been 
a burden tothee,and theretyrenvw Gods 
forgecting thee in the day pt thy calami- 
ty,lies heavy upon thee : or halt thou not 
played the ſpiricuall adulterefſs and gone 
awhoring after other Gods, if ic be ſo, if 
thou doeft but conſider his jealouſic thou 


haſt no cauſe to wonder, thatmany evills 7,4, je,4 
are befallen thee, and that his anger is ſo of hypocri/i2 
kindled againſt thee,that he is gone to his 7: will make 


place, and hath forſaken thee; It may be 
thou haſt played the hypocrite, carried 
two faces under one hood, like Warer- 
men rowed one way, and lookt anorher, 
drawne neare unto him wich thy lippe?, 
when thy heart hath been farre from, or 
pretended to be for his Church, cordiall 
 tohis Ambaſſadours,and carefull ro pro- 
mote his truth, when ſelte intereſts have 
fo farre tranſported thee, that inflead of 
realitic, thou haſt dealt treacherou{ly,and 
rather cloſed with thoſe who like Vipers 
would corrodate and cat our tacir very 
bowells. Remember whenſoever a Nati- 
on falls to difſembling, they muſt then 
look for this which is become thy porti- 
©n,cuen to be forſaken, Fer. 12.6,7.1 feare 
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mee, theſe have been thy fins,let therefore 


chy expoſtulary expreſſions ſpeake thy 


ſorrow for thy finne as well as thy griefe 
for the abſence, the wichdrawings of thy 
God. What though thy teares,thy griefe, 
be like thy birter herbs, for the preſent 
want of that which thou doeſt defire, yet 
the produ@ ſhall be ſweet, for there is 
no queſtion to be made, but in the end 
through the riches of mercie, thou wilt 
finde him, who ſeemes to have forſaken 


thee, and is ſo deare and precious to thy 


ſoule. 


Verſ. 21. Turne thou #s unto thee, 0 
Lord, and we ſhall be turned , renew 
our aayes as of old. 


Sed. 1. Aflidions ſend the Saints unte their 
God. 


Ye inhabitants of Hieruſalem, what 

are your expoſtulations, now tur- 
ned into ardent and fervent prayers,tow 
I percelveyou have conlidered it is not for 
Cariftians to antidarte the promiſes, and 
to ſer God a time for your expeRed deli- 
verance,now you are content to fit.down 
With tais thoughc,that though God come 


not . 
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not at your time, yer he will not faile of 
his own, that ſo his mercie may be the 
more ſweet and ſeaſonable to your ſouls, 
now I finde that as afflitions are rouſing, 
and raifing co drowhie ſpirits, ſo at the 
worlſt they are but as bug: beares co ſcarre 
us ta aur fathers knee, or as keen maſtifs 
forcibly to feggh us in haſt unto our God. 
Yea as I ſee that the more violent they 
are,the more willingly would our ſoules 
be eaſed, for wee uſually pray as carneſtly 
againſi thern, as wee deſire to be rid of 
them, and that now thy faich doth not as 
formerly reſt upon thine own ſenſe, bur 
looks higher and refts upon Heavens pro- 
miſe, Rom. 4. 20. Heb,1.9,10. Now wich 
Fob, though che Lord ſhould kill hee, 
thou wouldft ſeeks ro him, and ſeeking 
depend upon him for everlaſting mercie, 
nay further, I apprehend that Gods greas 
deſigne in thy ſad, fore, and dolorous af- 
fligions, hath been but co make thee wich 
more vehemencie to cry unto himſclfe for 
thy deliverance, Hoſ. 5. 15. O happy ſor- 
rowes, O bleſſed troubles that thus bring 
poore ſoulgg nearer to their God. Now 
having vill dofrinated in the ſchool 
of the Croffe, chou mayeſt experimenta[l- 
Iy ay with the ſweex ſinger of Iſrael, Tt is 


good for mee that I have been afflicjed, thereby 
| N 4 I have 
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1 bave learned to know thy ſtatutes. Its true, - 


thou haft taſted of the ſmart of the rod of 
his anger,buc this ſmart hath but broughe 
thee to thy knees, and as to thy knees ſo 
to thy intreatics, thas thy God would 
heare from Heaven, forgive thy finne,and 
heale thy ſoule ; Turne #s, O Lord, &c. 


'S 
SeR. 2. Troubles no diſcouragements to Gods 
precious ſervants. 


I might divide this verſe into three parts, 
viz. The diſtreſſed Petition ; Jebovabs All- 
- ſufficiency, and the Churches confidence, 
the apprehenſion of divine power gives 
encouragement to her prayer, and her 
prayer being uſhered in by faith, ſtands 
waiting,and waiting doubts not tobring 
mercic, to bring deliverance to her ſoule. 
For as ſufferings put the Saints upon en- 
treaties for ſacred and cxalcſtiall favours, 
P ſal. $0. 12, 13, 14. Pſadl.142. 4,5. Anda 
Ray oft Heavens power, gives hope to a 
diſtreſſed ſpirir, Hab.3. 2.6. fo theſe men- 
dicants, theſe humble, yer confiling ſup- 
plicants, hold out confidence in their re- 
queſts, Pſal. 3x. 1, 2,3. 8. 2. But 
ſuppoſe that cafting our eyMWon then, 
wee ſhould take notice of her miſery, as 
being either in an eſtate of finne, or of di- 
firefſe for finne ;' of her experience, as 
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knowing both what God hath donne in 
times paſt for her ſelfe and others, or of 
her expeQation, as hoping to obtaine her 
defire,then we might ſee that as the Saints 
may fall into ſinne, fo grievous forrowes 
may fall upon them for their finne, 2 Cro, 
29. 6,7, 8, 9. Pſal. 60. 3. And thar as 
thoughts of former favours put us in 
hope of fature enjoyments, Pjal. 6. g.—— 
27. 9. fo Chriſtians are but priſoners of 
hope, &expeQa goale delivery for them- 
ſelves, Fob 19. 21, 22, 25. Pſal. 42. 11. 
Zach. 9. 12. 


Set. 3. Repentance the work of the great 
God. 


What is it Oye Fewes, that makes you 
thus Rand with teares in your eyes, and 
Petitions, or an ingeminated Pericion in 
your hands, knocking thus earneſtly at 
the gate of Heaven, what would you have 
God turne in mercie to you, and not firſt 
by repentance turne you unto himſelfe, 
I know you would be holy as well as 
bappie, fanRified as well as ſaved ; and 
therefore yau defire him to turne you, 
not to turne to you 3 I finde you are nor 


ignorant that God turnes us when he re- 


generates and reformes us, and how that 
he revives us when he diftills divine _ 
{ola- 
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lations into our ſoules. It ſeemes that 
now thou haſt learned ſelfe prion, 
becauſe implicitly thou doeſt acknow- 
ledge that ic is neither in him that wil- 
lech,nor in him that runneth,but in God 
that effe&eth the worke of Grace upon 
our ſpirits. What hath che Apoſtle taught 
thee, chat thou art not able to thinke a 
good thought, much leſs to ſpeak a good 
word, and that thy ſufficiency depends 
upon his Majeſtie. It appeares to mee that 
itis thus wich thee,for [| ſee thou wouldfi 
repent, but canſt not repent, that thou 
wouldfi have a mourning and a pzniten- 
tiall hearc,but becauſe hearts are in Gode 
not in thy hands, therefore thou defireſt 
him to lay thine upon his anvile,that be- 
ing made a broken and a contrite heart, 
ic may become an acceptable ſacrifice to 
- his ſacred ſelfe; fo that now wee may 
learne from thy requeſt with thy preſent 
condition. 

O5ſ: 1. That ſuch is the corruption of 
our natures,the pravitie of our wills,and 
the vitiouſneſs of our affeRions, that un- 
leſs God put a ſtop to our ſins, and wil- 
ling, command a change $ our ſoules, 
wee {hall never come out of finnes, Ln | 
_ turn ſincerely to the Lord Chriſt, Pſal.5f. 


7. Jerem, 31. 18. | 
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| 2. That whileft our conſciences are 
upon the rack, and our ſpirits under the. 


apprehenſions of divine wrath, there is 


. No peace, no joy in our hearts,untill God 


be pleaſed by the miniftrie of his Goſpel 
or otherwayes to drop divine conſolati- 
ons into our ſoules, P ſal. 85.8. 


SeQ. 4. Preſſures put not Gods children be- 
fides their prayers. 


But it may be as Caſſanus and others 
conceive, that in this thy requeſt and the 
doubling of thy Petition, thou doeft but 
harpe upon thy old ftring, thou doeſt bur 
plead hard for thy preſent freedome from 
thy Babyloniſh thraldome, and in this 
thou doeſh but expect that thy thildren 
ſhall be az aforetime, that their Gongre- 
gations ſhall be eſtabliſhed, and that God 
ſhall puniſh all that oppreſs them ; thac 
the whirlewinde of the Lord ſhall goe 
forth with furie, and fall with paine up- 
on the head of the wicked, Fere. 30. 20. 
23. Well, ſuppoſe ic were ſo, that thy 
troubles not thy finnes were moſi in the 
eye of thy ſoule, that thou now princt- 
pally wiſht, that it was with thee as be- 
fore, as in the dayes wherein God pre- 
ſerved thee, when his candle ſhined upon 
thine head;and when by his light of _ 
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fort thou walkedft rarough the darkeft 
places of ſorrow, Feb 29. 2, 3. yet thoy 
giveſt us good documents for our inftry- 
Aion, thou teacheſt us to cauſe our pray» 
ers like ftrong ſtreames, in narrow ftraics 
to run forcibly and with a holy violence 
upon God : thou giveſt us to know that 


the oyle of faith muſt ſwim above the 
waters of ſorrow ; therefore , from thy 


deportment, was it onely from thy pre- 
ſent ſufferings, wee will learne. 
| Obſervations. 


It 


I. That the moſt grievous and dolo- 


rous affliions , muſt not put us beſides 
our prayers. | 
The ruines of Feruſalem , the fickneſle 
of Hezekiab , and the agonie of our 
Saviour, could not ftay theſe Mcfſen- 
gers from going to God, Nehem, 1. 2, 
3» 4+ {ſai. 38. 1,2. Matth. 26. 39. 
2. That the beſt are helpleſs in them- 
ſelves, that deliverance is not at their di(- 


pole. 


If God remember not his covenant, 
and deliver the ſoule of his turtle, ſhe 
18 ſure to periſh, Pſal. 74. 19, 20. Itis 
not the Diſciples that can allay the 
waves,lts onely Chriſt that can calme 
the Seas, Matth. 8. 24, 25. 

3- Thatinprayer for help in diſtreſſe 
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wee muſt looke to divine power for our 
__ _deliverie. | 


It is nothing bur Gods allſufficiencie, 


that can pur Abraham beſides his fears, 

Gen, 17. 1. fFonathan cannot goe but 

in the ftrength of God agaioft the 

Philiftines, 1 Sam. 14. 6. And thus did 

A'a againſt his enemies,2 Chro,14.11. 

+ 4+ That faich ſpeaks not ambiguity, 

ie (ſpeaks certainly of Heavens mercie, 

| Heb. 11. 6. 

Ie knowes that God will be ſeen in 
the Mount, and that when we are in 
the greateſt excremity,he will take his 
opportunity for our reliefe, Pſal. 56. 


5. That preſent miſeries make us ſen- 
ſible of the ſweetneſs of former favours. 
Thus ic was with the Prophet David, 
a man after Gods owne heart, and o- 
thers. 
6. That Ged vivifes, that God raiſeth 
_ up, when he piveth deliverance to his 
Church, Pfal. 85. 5, 6. Hoſ. 6.1, 2, E- 
 Rech.37.11,12, 


Sc. 5. Deliverances are onely perfetted by 
the Lord. 


Well, but it may be O houſe of Iſrael, 
thou wouldRt forthwith have a cleere day, 


no 
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no clouds, onely ſerenity in thy Horizon, 
a glorious Sun immediately to ſhine up- 
on thee, what wouldft thou have God fo 


_ farreto commilerate thee,as preſently to 


command thy liberty , to take off thy 
ſhackles, and to knock off the chaines of 
thy captivity , this may ſeem to be the 
drift ot thy prayer, and in this I doe not 
diſcommend thee, for as in all exigents 
wee muſthave recourſeuntohim, ſo 7a- 
cobs exemption from trouble is wholly 
from himfſelfez therefore from this wee 
will learne. 

Obfer: That in our and the Churches 
miſerics weemay and muſt have recourſe 
ro Gud for our full deliverance. Who is 
it but God that is the ſalvation of the 
righteous ? is nor he their ſtrength in the 


time of trouble ? and doth he not free 


them, when he ſeeth their confidence is 
wholly in him? Pſal.37. 39,40. therefore 
well ſayd hee that patt through a ſea of 
ſorrowes ; Though I walke through the mid- 
deſt of troubles thou wilt revive me, thou wilt 


ſtretch forth thine band againſt mine enemies, 


and thy right band ſball ſave me,thou wilt per- 
feF that which concerneth mee , for thy mercy 
O Lord endureth for ever, Pal. 136. 7,8. 


For:our thus doing have we nor a divine 


command wich encouragement to free us 


to 


EE 
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to his owne glory for our encourage- 
ment; Pſel. 50. 15, Where is Zions ſafetie, 
if not in himſclfe? is he not her Saviour? 
and as he is affliQed in all her afli&ions, 
hath henoc/upon ail occaſions an Angel 
at hand forherreliefe, T/a. 63. 8, 9. 

Corrol: 1, Great is their folly who 
thinke to live of themſelves, amideſt the 
rowling and boyfſterous waves of trou- 
ble ; the beft of as are bur feeble, feebl : 
perfons, wee have go helpe in our ſelves, 
now you know that to ſport in the deep 
is dangerouf, and that when a ftorme 
comes the harbour is the ſafcft for weake 
creatures, ere. 2. 31, 32-37. 

Corrol: 2. O England, wouldft thou be 
reſtored to ot ſetled in a peaceable condi- 
tion, goe then to Fehovab for thy reſtora- 
tion, for thy prote&ion ; thinke not in ' 
theſe turbulent and troubleſome dayes to 
have thy deliverance of thy felfe without 
God, who is onely able to efie& ir for 
thee, Zeph, 3. 16, 17. 2 Cor. 1. 10. States- 
men are good props,yet thou maiſtknow 
that as whole ParliameEcs may a againſt 
God, Pſal.2.2,3. and that as theLord can 
take away thy counſellors from thee, Ta. 
3.2, 3,4. fo hecan annibilate and make 
void'the wiſeſt counſels, Jere. 19. 7. Na- 


| \vies make mach for the ftrengch of aNa- 


tion, 
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tion,yet in a moment a ſtorme from Hea- 


ven can overturne them, God can quick- 
ly make them nſclefſe co a kingdome, 
2 Ebro, 20. 37. Ezek.,27.8, 9. 27. Armies, 
valiant Armies, conquering Armies are 
very formidable to enemies, and defen- 
five to a people, bur if the Lord once keep 
at a diſtance, and goe not forth with our 
hoſts, wee muſt turne our backs upon our 
enemies ; thus was Zedekiabs Armie ſoone 
ſcattered by them that came from Chal- 
dea, Pſal. 44.5, 10: Jere. 52. 8. Scituati- 
on pleads much for a peoples quiet, and 
becauſe thou art an 1{land, and haſt the 


waters round about thee, and the Sea for 


thy rampart,thou maiſt chink that there- 
fore none can come in to hurt thee ; but 
remember populous No forall this was 
brought to ruine, Nabum 3.8, 9g, 10. And 


mutuall engagements make much for the 


daunting of adverſaries, and the conſer- 
vation ofa proſperous State, but though 
theſe be flrong bands,in the hands of God 
they are but as ewinethreds,in a moment 
he can bring them to nothing, T/a.28.15. 
13. Therefore now looke nor upon what 
thou art, or what thou haſt, ſo much as 
up to God, for if thou wilt enjoy proſpe- 
\ ritic, or have proſperous gales to bring 
thee to thy wiſhed harbour, then take up 


the 
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the Churches requeſt, and fay ; Turne us, 

O Lord, and wee ſhall be turned, renew our 
\  dazer as of old; but to the end that thou 
|  mayeltnot faileof being turned, of being 
revived. 

1. (Humble thy ſelfe for fin,2Chron. 1 2.7. 

2. | Clenſe thy ſelfe from fin, Pſal. 73. 1. 

3-J Love thy God fincerely,Pſa.g1. 14,15. 

4-1 Lay hold of his firengrh, Iſa. 27. 5. 

5- | Seek him with a fervent heart, Fer 29. 


{ 12, 13, 14- 


ee en 


Verſ. 22. But thou haſt utterly rejeded 


5 < thou art very wrath againſt ws. 


SeR&. 1. We muſt not deſpaire, though we fii 
an darkneſs. | 


Hes is it with you O ye Inhabitants 


of Hieruſalem, that your ſoules like 


waves are up and downe? your former 
Pecicion ſpake you to have hopes of free- 
dom, but this your expreſs ſeems to have 
more then a \match, more then a tang of 
deſpaire, what do you conceive that God 
In rejeQing, hath ſo rejeRed you, that he 


hath no delight in you, thac he hath ſhur 


up the dore of mercy againft you,and that. 
he will no more be favourable to you ? 
Waatdoe you thinke? Ig the Lord bzcome 
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incxorable, and therefore is your wound | 


become incurable ? I know that by finne 
Gods wrarth is kindled, cbat by the mul- 
ciplication of fin ir is inflamed, and that 
by obſtinate continuance therein, the 
flames thereof become unquenchable.But 
ler me tel] you, that I may alittle revive 
you, your conteſſion of ſinne hath alrea- 
die declared your repentance for finne, 
verſ.16. and your dehire to be holy, is de- 
monſtcative of your f{incerity for Heavens 
glory ; beſides I finde that you have ftill 
hearts not onely co pray, but hearts that 
can pray, and praying like Facoh wreſtle 
wich your God, and will you notwith- 
ſtanding all this, conclude that your af- 
flitions have ſo ſtopt up all the crannies 
of your ſoules, that no comfort nor re- 
freſhing can poſlibly come unto your 
ſelves ? Doe not I beſeech you ſtand thus 
in your own light, doe hot any longer 
politively conclude againſt your defired 


peace,God I am perſwaded hath thoughts | 


of peace for you, though for a moment 
in his anger he hid his face from you, yet 
with great compaſſion he wil gather you; 
there is hopes of your healing,Chow ever 
you look upon your ſelves as in a deſpe- 
rate condition ) for there is balme in Gi- 
l:ad, and your God is the Phy litian there. 

| Sect. 2. 
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'' Set. 2. Heavens darlings through extremity - 


of griefe, cannot at ſometimes fully and 

plainly expreſſe themſelves. 

But it may be Q ye Fewes, that ſuch is 
the vehemency of your palſion, cauſed by 
the extremity of your griefe,that you are 
even forced to cut off ſomething that you 
would expreſs, I know you would have 
God tothinke upon you, to eye you as 
objcQs of pitie, to forgive you, and com- 
mand deliverance for you, for as you are 
now c6icious of your afte&cd ignorance, 
Hof. 4 6.your infertilitie, your diffidence, 
Heb.6 8. Jere.2.36,37.your diſobedience, 
2 Sam.15. 23. 2 King.17.19,20. and your 
incorrigibleneſs, Fer.7.28,29, which have 
been the cauſes of your preſent rejeRion, 
ſo you are ſcnfible of ſmart, pangs, and 
miſery,the fruit of your ſfinnes. And here- 
upon I judge what you now fay to be 
no other then a patheticall Etimologie, 
whereby you would move the Lord to 
commilerate your caſes, 2s having been 


formerly in Covenant with your elves, 


I know you doe not abſolutely con- 
clude, that God is ſo departed from 
you, that he will never again returne un- 
to you, or that he detefts you with a de- 
teſtation acco-ding to the Chalde para- 
phr:fc upo" y ur words; the ec of your 
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faich is fixt upon his former dealings with *| 


you; And becauſe you are reſolved not to 
let him go untill he blefs you,Gen, 32.26. 
you here make tryall of another experi- 
ment, that at the laſt, though with your 
broken language ſpeaking the greatneſs 
of your diſtreſs, yet with your holy vio- 
lence held out by ir , you may preſs him 
to diſtill the drops of divine grace upon 
your ſoules,ſfo that whereas you ſay, Thou 
haſt utterly rejeted us, I ſuppoſe you would 
ſay, Reſtore us, unleſs thou determine to 
caſt us off for ever, or though thou haſt 
afflicted us, and forſaken us, yet let us fee 
thee returne in mercy to the joy of our 
hearts. 

Obſ: 1. Experience is a multiplied rc- 
memberance of former bleſſings, which 
will help to multiplie faith, when we lye 
under the worſt of evills, Pſal. 22. 4, 5. 9, 
10, I1. | STE 

+ Faith from the thoughts of the ſoules 

former receipts, gathers a certainty of 
obtaining that which ic prapeth for. 
Neither is ic any wonder ; For God 
reacheth what he will doe, by whar he 
hath done, Pſal.7 1. 19, 20, 21. 

2. Every ſenſible tavour of the Lord A!- 
mighty, is as well an invitation to his 
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Elfes, as to our truſt in his ſacred ſelfe, - 
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2 Chro. 20. 10, 11,12, 1 Sam. 17, 34, 35, 
| 36. 2 Tim. 4. I7, 18, 
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Corrol: x, Beperſwaded in the mideſt of 
troubles to refle& and look back co the 
former diſpenſations of divine provi- 
dence, Pſal. 775.11, 12. 

Motives. 1, Faith laying hold of former 
experience of the Lords favour, isnot a= 
fraid to expoſtulate the caſe with Heavens 
diſpleaſure, Pſal. 74. 1, 2. Pſal. $5. 5, 6. 

2. Evidence of what thou haſt felt, will 
fetch in that which for the preſent thou 
feeleſtnot, Pſal. 71. 4, 5, 6. 

3. Gods arme 1s not ſhoftned, his mer- 
Cy is not abated, he can ſave now as well 
as at any time before, T/a.5u.2.—59. 1,2. 
Fere. 31.3, 4+ 

4. Tſraels forgetfulneſs of the Lords pre- 
cedent dealings with her is obſerved a- 
gainſt her ag a badge of her wickedneſs, 


Jere. 2.31, 32. 


Corrol: 2. Meaſure not the event of your 
preſent ſufferings, either by your own 


fins,or your power to eſcape them, looke 
to divine power and mercy in former de- 
liverances, and be encouraged to look up 
to God, and looking up to wait for your 

ſafety, Matth. 28. 20. 

Sea. 3. Sinnes baſtening judgement. 

Alas poor 1/rael, is the fervor, the _ 
neſs, 


Zions Sufferings. 
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neſs, and the vehemency of Guds anger 
gone out againſt thee, is his wrath kind- 
1cd,doth it ſmoak,doth it wax hot,dorh 
it burning flame againſt thee? I know thy 
affligions doe not ſo much trouble thee, 
as the thought chat rhou ly«ft under rhe 
cloud,nay under the ſti oak of divine dif- 
pleaſure;For it is the apprehenſion of di- 
vine wrath that imbicters all evills, all 
ſufferings to the Saints, theu doeſt not. 
conceive {urely that anger is attribured 
to him as it 18 a paſſ1on,but onely by way 
of reſemblance, to make thee ſomewhat 
morediftinatly to know his dealing with 
thee : thou art not ignorant alſo how 
wrath or anger aſcribed to God onely ſet 
out his diſlike of ſin, & his reſolution to 


puniſh chem that comimir tin, be perſwa- * * 


ded then to tell me what thou haſt done, 
that wrath, according to thine owne ac- 
knowledgement is gon forth againſt thee. 
Haſt thou nor adorcd, and given divine 
worſhip to them that were not Gods ? 
Num.25.3,4. Judg.2.13,14. Haſt thou not 
ſet thy threſholds by the threſholds of 
Heaven, breaking che Sabbaths, and pro- 
phaning his holy Name, Ezeh. 43. $. Ne- 
bem.t3.18.Hath there not been a confede- 
racy within thee to ftand ou: agzinft, 3nd 
as it were to bid defiance todivine EdiQz, 


Fere. 32. 
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Jere.32.31.32, Ezek.22. 30,31. Hath not 
thine inhumaniry, Ezek.35. 6,7. 10, Is 
Ezek.1.15. 2 Chro.28. 6,7,8,9,10,11. thy 
' Ingratitude, Deut.3 2. 18, 19, 20. Pſal. 95, 
| To, 11.2 Chro.32. 25. thine Apoſtacite, Heb. 
\, 10.38.Deut.29. 24,25. thy infidelitie, oh. 

3-30. Num. 10.20. Dent.3. 25,26. and thy 
; contumacie, Iſa. 5. 24,25. 2 Chro. 32. 16. 
been provoking, and as provoking, ſo 
pleaded, thar righteouſneſs might be laid 
x0 the line, judgement to the plummet, 
and that the Lords vengeance mighe be 
powred our in full vials upon thee? Theſe 
theſc have been thy fins O Iſrael, marvaile 
not then ifthe Lord doe not heare thee, if 
thy ſorrowes by his ftroaks ſpeare his de- 
ſerting of thee. Thus now by whar hath 
been diſcovered,and what thy ſelfe in this 
ſentence haſt acknowledged, wee are 
taught. Se. 4. 

That as ſinne blowes up the coales of wrath, 
ſo the apprehenſion of the Lords anger in the 
Churches ſufferings, make deep wounds in the 
bearts of Gods pretious ones, 

Corr:1. O England,if Heavens wrath have 
begun co burn againſt thee,that chou ſeeſt 
it begin In a new commiſſion given out to 
the oppreſling, thedeſtroying,and devou- 

, ring ſword againſt thee, endeavour to 
þ quench it ſo ſoone as thou canſt , Ezra7. 
| "$7. 21 23. Threat- 
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T hreatenings of judgements are to divine vine, 6 
as fmoake 1 is tO fire, Exod- 32. 10. | | . 

' If it be nor quickly flaked, being kindled, it cit. W's 
- be thy rvine, it will be produdtive of thy de- || 
ſtruRion, Deut. 32. 22. Nahum 1. 6. * '4 
| Correl: 2. Conſider, O England , what have been ['E 
the ſad effe&s of wrath in this Chapter upon the + 
houſe of: Iſrae} , and if God be not yet wrath with | 
| pare Fay what thon canſt to prevent it 3 for thoy | 
+, ſee cleetly in theſe the Prophets dolefull and 
">a Tear threnes which have been layed open be- \ 
-* forethee theſe cunting perticulars, 
_ iz 
I.” Thar divine anger o=_— nothing bir miſerie: ; 
© ro ſinnivg ſoules, Pſal. 21. 8,9, 10.--38. 3, 

2. Thar this wrath puts an end to the proſperitie | 
of all upon whom ir falls. Fob 20. 23. ad, 28. | 

3+ That Gods indignation knowes neither age nor i 
ſex, that it ſpeakes partiality to no degrees, 
Exek. 7. 14. Jere. 13. 13, 14. Hoſ. 13.16. 

4- That there is heat, yea a conſuming fire in the | 
Lords diſpleaſure, Pſal. 97. 3. Iſa» $6. 14, 26. 
Numb. 11. 1o. 

s. That this wrath of Jehovah, lieth long when it 
falls upon a ſinfull people, Erek. 6. I3- 

6. Thar ſenſe of wrath is redious to thoſe who lie 
under its heavie blowes, Pſal. $0. 4. Jere-47+ 6, 

T7. Hab. 1.2. 

7. "Thar ſuch is the weight of the Lords diſplea- 
ſore, that in mans apprehenſion it ſeemes many 
rimes - have no meaſure, Pſal. 85. 4, $S. Nas | 
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Deo gloria , mihi candematis. 
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